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Collaboration is essential to many of the functions in Gwinnett County Government, so it’s no surprise 
that the Department of Financial Services’ Grants Business Section collaborates with a variety of different 
departments and local agencies to seek funding opportunities to support programs that meet our 
community’s critical needs.  
 
The Grants Business Unit provides support to identify and secure alternative funding sources from 
federal, state, and local grant agencies. To locate these opportunities, members of the Grants staff 
research opportunities and identify departments that may qualify for specific grants. Conversely, 
departments also reach out to the unit when they see opportunities and work with staff to submit 
applications. Once a grant has been awarded, the grants staff disperses the funds and ensures the 
department complies with the award criteria. 
 
There are currently 130 active grant projects that range from public safety, water, transportation, human 
services, and courts. And while the grants don’t go directly to local nonprofit groups, Grants Business Unit 
staff keeps them abreast of potential opportunities that could benefit these organizations. Departments 
also partner with local nonprofit agencies to receive grants and provide services funded by grant money. 
Most recently, the Sheriff’s Office teamed up with Viewpoint Health to implement a program designed to 
assist inmates with mental illness enter into transitional housing upon their release from jail. This program 
helps former inmates make a smooth transition from incarceration into society.  
 
“The funds received from federal, state, and local grants are a great benefit to departments that are 
struggling to maintain high-quality services in this tough economy,” said Grants Manager Tanikia 
Jackson. In 2012, Gwinnett County received more than $21.8 million in grants, up from $20.7 million in 
2011.  
 
The SeniorBSafe program, a partnership between the Department of Fire and Emergency Services and 
the Senior Services Division, received $3,000 from the Georgia’s Firefighter Burn Foundation to provide 
home safety visits to seniors. “This is an example of a program that could have been cut from a 
department’s budget for more critical needs, but grant funds have allowed the program to thrive, 
benefiting more than 250 seniors in the county,” Jackson said.  
 
Grant funding has also allowed the County to address several critical areas in the community, namely 
foreclosure prevention and homelessness. The Neighborhood Stabilization Program has helped several 
families purchase their first home, helping to reduce the presence of foreclosed and abandoned homes in 
Gwinnett County neighborhoods. In addition, the County partnered with four local nonprofit agencies – 
Partnership Against Domestic Violence, the Salvation Army, Norcross Co-Op Ministries, and Mary Hall 
Freedom House – to use funds obtained from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
to secure stabilized lodging for more than 600 homeless individuals in Gwinnett. 
 
To find out more about projects funded by grants in Gwinnett County, view the Annual Grants Activity 
Report. 
 

 

http://www.gwinnettcounty.com/static/departments/financialservices/grants/pdf/2nd_Qtr_Grant_Activity_Rpt.pdf
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