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Partnership
Vision

Mission
Mission

To serve as a recreational catalyst for inspiring and engaging community involve-
ment in educating Gwinnett’s students to solve tomorrow’s environmental chal-
lenges, promoting sustainable development practices and utilizing new tech-
nologies to preserve the future health of our water resources, enhancing the 
appreciation of Gwinnett’s natural resources, and presenting the interaction and 
interrelationships of lifestyles and cultures, past, present, and future, as they relate 
to the living world around us.

• To develop an exemplary, high-tech cultural center known for hands-on sci-
ence exhibits and quality educational programming that inspires visitors to 
become better stewards of our environment

• To transform the concepts of science and history into interactive, learn-by-
doing experiences that will encourage a visitor’s natural curiosity and sense 
of wonder about themselves and the world around them

 

The Gwinnett Environmental and Heritage Center is a collaboration of the Gwin-
nett County Board of Commissioners, Gwinnett County Public School System, 
the University of Georgia, and the Gwinnett Environmental and Heritage Center 
Foundation. The center’s exhibits were designed with input from Gwinnett Coun-
ty Public Schools to ensure that each exhibit’s content supports the require-
ments of the AKS (Academic Knowledge and Skills Curriculum) of the Gwinnett 
County K-12 School System and GPS (Georgia Performance Standards).

Vision

Partnership
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Managing Staff

Executive Director     Steve Cannon
Director of Development and Programming  Jason West
Director of Operations    Silviu Gavriliuc

The Gwinnett Environmental and Heritage Center (Center) is a unique part-
nership among the Gwinnett County Board of Commissioners, the Gwinnett 
Environmental and Heritage Center Foundation (GEHC Foundation), the 
University of Georgia, and the Gwinnett County Board of Education.  Steve 
Cannon, Executive Director, manages the 66,000 square foot Gold LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) building along with Jason 
West, Director of Development and Programming, and Silviu Gavriliuc, Di-
rector of Operations. 

In addition to its environmental emphasis, the Center oversees heritage edu-
cation programming throughout Gwinnett County, including such sites as the 
Lawrenceville Female Seminary, McDaniel Farm, the Yellow River Post Office, 
Freeman’s Mill, the Isaac Adair House, and the Chesser-Williams House. 

The Center offers a unique mix of recreational, education, and rental oppor-
tunities. Visitors enjoy an exciting experience in the misty, multi-sensory Blue 
Planet Theater and wet fun in Discover H20. Various traveling exhibitions 
connected to the Center’s mission also provide informative and fun ways to 
explore both science and heritage programming. In addition, passive recre-
ation opportunities such as bike riding and hiking on the scenic nature trails 
and greenway corridors abound. 

About the Gwinnett Environmental 
and Heritage Center

Steve Cannon
Executive Director
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2012 at a Glance

Number of visitors 63,319

Number of K-12 programs completed 546

K-12 education contact hours 53,479

Number of other programs completed 289

Number of rental events 245

Number of traveling exhibits offered 5

Number of email correspondence to visitors 284,738

Number of summer camp sessions completed 31

Number of  monthly newsletters distributed 68,516

2012 Number of Volunteers 2,462

2012 Number of Volunteer Hours 12,262

Building Additions
• Broke ground on Festival Field
• Parking facility enhancement
• Moved and stabilized historic Lee Barn and Chess-

er-Williams House to Center campus
• Broke ground on Service Center

New Programs
• Outreach  program  initiated
• Successful opening of Yellow River Post Office
• Combining of center’s and heritage site budgets 

into one fund structure
• Hosted  traveling exhibits

Awards
• Voted Best School Field Trip by readers of Gwinnett 

Magazine
• Voted Best Place to take the Kids by readers of 

Gwinnett Magazine
• Voted Best Place to hold a Business Meeting/Retreat 

by readers of Gwinnett Magazine

2012 Highlights
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