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April Is Volunteer Appreciation Month
Everyday Is a Volunteer Achievement Day
It is impossible to adequately 
express our appreciation for 
the loyal and valuable efforts 
of our volunteers in only one  
month. We have volunteers 
who work all week long and 
then venture out  in the evenings, 
and even on weekends to help 
others in need. Some of our 
volunteers even blend their 
volunteer work in with busy 
retirement plans and schedules.

Many volunteers have been 
serving meals to homebound 
seniors for years through the 
Meals on Wheels program while 
others have par ticipated in 
special projects or programs 
designed for groups. 

We are especially proud of the 
accomplishments of our Dirty 
Dozen home repair pros and 
handymen. These sk i l led 
volunteers correct household 
dangers and potential fall hazards, 
thereby promoting in-home 
health and wellness. 

It would be impossible to 
accomplish the things we 
do for our seniors without the 
selfl ess acts of our volunteers. 
You are the soul of our cause 
and heart of our inspiration. 
Everyday you make a difference 
in the lives of thousands of 
Gwinnett County residents. 
Thank you for all you do!

Manager’s Moments

2006 turned out to be another record year 
of volunteer performance! Our volunteer 
corps logged more than 30,100 hours of 
valuable service for the seniors and citizens 
of this county. We enjoyed tremendous 
support from groups, young and old, who 
completed hundreds of tasks for others in 
need. Our loyal Meals on Wheels volunteers 
delivered more than 80,000 meals and our 
talented Dirty Dozen completed numerous 
home repairs.

The fair market value of our dedicated 
volunteer service exceeded $500,000! We 
extend our deepest appreciation to all our 
volunteers who helped improve the quality 
of life for others. 

“I believe... that every human 
mind feels pleasure in doing 
good to another.”

Thomas Jefferson 1743 – 1826

Linda Bailey
Senior Services Manager

“The fair market value of our 
dedicated volunteer service 
exceeded $500,000.”

Linda Bailey, Senior Services Mgr
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Long-term Service Opportunities

•  Meals on Wheels delivery
 •  Occasional duty service, errands
 •  Local transportation
 •  Friendly visitation/”adoption”

Short-term Service Opportunities

 •  Group projects
 •  Home repair (minor)
 •  Yard work
 •  Corporate collection drives
 •  Sponsorships

Innovative Service Opportunities

•  Health & wellness screenings
 •  Dirty Dozen home repair (major)
 •  Client or program fi nancial support
 •  Civic or corporate sponsorship
 •  Non-profi t board assistance

Take the time to make a difference in the 
lives of others by becoming a volunteer. 
Call 770.822.8837 for more information on 
opportunities that await.

www.gwinnettseniorservices.com

Sugarloaf U.M.C. volunteers

Senior Services Centers

Buford
2755 Sawnee Avenue

Buford, GA  30518
770.614.2527

Lawrenceville
Rhodes-Jordan Park
225 Benson Street

Lawrenceville, GA  30045
770.822.5180

Norcross
5030 Georgia Belle Court

Norcross, GA  30093
770.638.5683
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collaborative efforts for effective services

Above and Beyond: Extra Special Services
Sugarloaf UMC -
Beyond the Walls
Every spring our homebound seniors are 
in good hands.  That’s when the volunteer 
crews from Sugarloaf United Methodist 
Church arrive to tackle a variety of home 
repair and yard work projects. These loyal 
volunteers, coordinated by the hard-
working Sonny Bettis, have been able to 
perform tasks that our seniors are no 
longer able to handle.

Projects range from removal of tree limbs 
and yard debris to the correction of fall 
hazards in the home. Sonny remarked, 
“We spent time getting to know the 
clients and sometimes the most important 
part is just listening.”

Under the masterful leadership of  Sarah 
Hove, the Sugarloaf UMC volunteers fan 
out for their ‘Great Day of Service’. This 
year’s theme was ‘Touch and Be Touched’. 
We are fortunate to receive such wonderful 
service efforts from these dedicated 
volunteers every spring! 

Opportunities to Make a Difference

Shaugnessy Johnson is one of our volunteers 
with special talents. He is an architect with 
a passion for fi ne art and painting. After 
several visits to the Lawrenceville Senior 
Center, Shaughnessy created a 16-panel acrylic 
painting entitled the Senior Spirit.

Our Accomplishments
Our volunteers continue to distinguish 
themselves by meeting and exceeding the 
needs of our clients. We are proud of
the regional and national achievements 
by these very dedicated people.

 • United Way of Gwinnett
Women’s Legacy Award

 • Atlanta Regional Commission
MPIA Business and Aging Award

  Distinguished Nomination

• 11Alive Community Service Award

 • MetLife Foundation Older  
Americans Enrich America

  Silver Honoree

• MetLife Foundation Older
  Volunteer Program

Award of Achievement

 • National Coalition of 100 Black  
Women, Metro Atlanta Chapter,

  Unsung Heroine Award

• Bank of America Foundation
  Local Heroes Award (Atlanta)

• Thanks Mom and Dad Award (Grant)

 • National Museum of Patriotism,  
Volunteer of the Year Award

 • Presidential Service Awards

Grayson UMC - Out and About

Grayson UMC’s annual ‘Great Day of 
Service’ focused on helping people in and 
around their neighborhoods. These 
volunteers, led once again by Dirty Dozen 
regular Wayne Wooley, tackled a series 
of yard cleaning challenges. We greatly 
appreciate Grayson UMC’s continuing 
efforts for our seniors!

Teen Teams - Out and Beyond
In case you didn’t know, the Easter 
Eggstravaganza at the Center vil le 
Community Center is a big deal ! The 
annual event attracts hundreds of excited 
area youngsters.

The growing event has spawned an 
increased need for volunteer support. 
Fortunately, the Buford High School Golf 
Team and the Duluth-based Future 
Leadership Initiative Program (FLIP) of 
the National Association of Chinese 
Americans both answered the call ! The 
FLIP teens had previously held a fund 
raising drive that generated $238 to 
purchase blankets for our seniors last 
winter.

Both teen groups and their adult leaders 
ventured out from the northern end of 
Gwinnett County to help set up, hide 
eggs, man the rides, and even clean up. 
These two teen groups symbolize all that 
is good with the future of this country - 
young people striving to help others and 
make a difference.

Buford HS Coach Brett Richards said, 
“It‘s good when teens can actually act like 
kids but set a good example as young 
adults.”

FLIP President Nancy Ouyang echoed 
Buford’s team experience when she stated, 
“We have lots of other activities to 
consider, but making a difference for 
others is fun.”

Be sure to mark your calendars and start 
saving your pocket change, because the 
5th Annual Friends of Gwinnett County 
Senior Services (FOGCSS) Silent Auction 
is coming soon. This year’s jungle adventure-
themed event, A Night in the Wild, is 
scheduled for Thursday, July 26, 2007 at 
Delmar Gardens of Gwinnett from 6:00 
- 8:30pm. Advance tickets $15, $20 at 
the door.

This year’s expedition will include:
 • Music & African dance performances
 • Hors d’oeuvres & exotic juices
 • Trophy (bargain) hunting

Featured tax-deductible trophy items:
 • Resort destination stays & getaways
 • Golf packages
 • FedEx Championship weekly passes
 • Memorabilia
 • Dining experiences
 • Spa treatments
 • Airline tickets
 • Tickets to area attractions
 • Unique clothing & jewelry
 • Stunning art
 • Home services

All proceeds privately supplement select 
Gwinnett County Senior Services programs 
such as Meals on Wheels.

To join the adventure, call 
770.822.8775 or 770.923.3100

www.fogcss.org

Silent Auction
Coming in July!

“We spent time getting to know the clients 
and sometimes the most important part is 
just listening.”

Sonny Bettis, Sugarloaf UMC

Volunteer Groups Needed 
For These Routes

We love the fact that we are delivering
meals to more homebound seniors
than ever before, but we especially need
more volunteers for the Centerville,
Snellville, Grayson, and Norcross area
routes. For current needs information, call 
Marilynn at 770.822.5456.

Birdies for Charity
Make a Guess to Win

Birdies for Charity is a fundraising event 
that works in association with the 
upcoming AT&T Classic Golf Tournament 
held at Sugarloaf TPC Golf Club to 
benefi t charitable organizations such as 
The Friends of Gwinnett County Senior 
Services (FOGCSS). FOGCSS is a local 
nonprofi t organization focused on aiding 
Gwinnett County programs such as 
Meals on Wheels and needs your help 
collecting pledges.

Q: How does it work?

A: You can pledge any amount of money 
(as little as $ .01 per birdie) to be 
multiplied by the total number of birdies 

Service Awards Program
The satisfaction of our senior clients means 
everything to us, so we have started a 
new incentive award program especially 
for all our Meals on Wheels volunteers. 

Beginning in May while celebrating Older 
Americans Month, your homebound 
senior meals recipients will have an 
opportunity to vote for their favorite 
volunteer to become the Number One 
monthly service provider.

Volunteers will be selected for this special 
award based on the willingness to provide 

outstanding service to our homebound 
seniors. Each monthly winner will receive 
a plaque acknowledging their extra-special 
treatment of those that we serve.  

Meals on Wheels
Coordinator’s Corner
by Marilynn Sessions

made in the tournament or simply make 
a one-time donation and 100% of the 
pledges will go directly to FOGCSS. 
Everyone who pledges will get a chance 
to guess the total number of birdies 
made this year, and the correct guess(es) 
will win a 42” Plasma HDTV or other 
valuable prizes.

Q: Sounds great, but what is a birdie?

A: A birdie is a score of one stroke under 
par on a hole in the game of golf.

Last year, professional golfers made a 
total of 1,875 birdies in the tournament 
and have averaged close to 1,500 birdies 
per tournament for the last fi ve years.

All pledges must be made and submitted 
by Friday, May 4, 2007. Pledges will be 
collected after the event is complete. 
To fi nd out how to get an offi cial entry 
form and help support our seniors, 
please call: 770.822.8837 or send an 
e-mail to:
gary.galloway@gwinnettcounty.com  
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