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TO: GWINNETT COUNTY BOARD OF REGISTRARS AND ELECTIONS

FROM: MAX CLELAND, SECRETARY OF STATE

SUBJECT: ENACTMENTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

[ am enclosing Iegisla'!ion which was passed during the recent session of the General
Assembly, for your information and record.

Ariy time this offfce can be of service to you, please call on me.

Sincerely,
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Max Cleland
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The Commitice of the House on Journals has
examined the within and finds the same properly
enrolled,

4.% ( atttconse

Chaxrman

Speaker of the House

%MM

Clerk of the House
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President of the Senate
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Secretary of the Senate

Recciv@z‘:""‘ AL,

Secrclary. Exccutive Department

This Cﬁé._ day ar(ﬂ(dA'LLL 97L_

Approved

Governor

H.B. No, 883 - Act No, _lf)gf)
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AN ACT
To amend an Act providing for a
Gwinnett County Board of Registraticns
and Elections, 80, as to change certain
provisions relating to the appointment
of certain members; and for other
purposes.
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AN ACT

To amend an Act providing for a Gwinnett County
Board of Registrations and Elections, apprqved Harch 24,
1988 (Ga. L. 1988, p. 4296), s0 as to change certain
provisions_relating to the appointment of certain members;
to change certain provisions regarding vacancies; to brovide
for appointment of the elections psupervisor by the board; to
change certain provisions regarding meetings of the board;
to provide =an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws;

and for other purposes.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GECRGIA:

Section 1. An Act providing_for a Gwinnett County
Beard of Registrations and Elections, approved March 24,
1988 (Ga, L. 1988, p. 4296), is namended by striking
paragraph (2) of Section 2 and inserting in its place a new
paragraph (2} to read as follows:

‘%(2) The f£ifth member of the board shall :be
appointed by a majority of the four party appointed
mambers of the Gwinnett County Board of Registrations
and Elections, Said f£ifth member shall be appointed
within 30 days of the time at which the party. appointed
members are to take offjice. The f£fifth member 8o |
selected shall be deema@ to be & member at large. Any
appointment made under this paragraph shall also be
entered upon the minutes of the governing authority of

the county."
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Section 2, Said Act is further aﬁended by striking

Section § and inserting in its place a new Section 5 to read
as follows:

®Section 5. In the event any appointing authority

fails (1) to wmake &8 ragular appointment or election

within the times specified in Section 2 ox Soction 4 of

this Act, or (2) to make an interim appointment to £ill

& vacancy within 90 days after the creation of .such

vacancy, such regular member or the member to fill such

vacancy shall be appointed forthwith by the chief Jjudge

of the Superior Court of Gwinnett County.m

Section 3. Said Act is further amended by striking
subsection (a) of Section 14 and inserting in its place a
new subsection (a} te read as follows: \‘

"(a) The board éhall fix and .establish by
appropriate resolution entered on its minutes directives
governing the execution of matters within idts
jurisdiction. The board ghall hold regular monthly
meetings at the county courthouse or at the place of
meeting of the county governing authority. All meetings
of the board shall be conductéd in the manner specified
;n Chapter 14 of Title 50 of the 0.C.G.A., relating <o

open and public meetings."”

Section 4. Sald Act ip further amended by striking

Section 15 and inserting in its place a new Section 15 to
read as followsy ‘

"section 15. The board shall be responsible for

selecting and appointing an administrative director, to

be known as the elections supervisor, to administer and

supervise ‘the conduct of elections, primaries, and

H. B. No. 883
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xegistration of electors for the county, Such
appointment shall be effective only 4if the nominee
receives at least four affirmative votes from the
~ five-member board, Compensation. for the elections
supervisor shall e determined and paid by the governing
authority wholly from county funds. The elections

supervisor shall serve at the pleasure of the board,"

Section §. This Act shall become effective upon
its approval By 'the' Governér or 'ubon 'its beconring law

without such approval or upon July 1, 1989, whichever occurs

firet.

Section 6. All lawe and parts of laws in oconflict

with this Act are repealed.
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HOTICE OF {HTEHTION TO
IRTRODUCE LOCAL
LEOISCATION

Hollct {3 glven that thare will be Intrp
Guied al the regular 1119 es1kon of the Gea
efal Avsembly of Georols a bilito amend an
Acl peoviding or 3 Gwianett Covnty Boirg
of Registrations and Elections, approves
March 24, TH3 [Ga, L. 14, ., GH4); ong
tor olhet purpotes,

Thisy 12 day of Jeausty, 13,

4 Mike Barnen
Hororabie Mike Barnti
Representalive, $1h Oisiract

GEORGIA, FULTON COUNTY

rersonally appeared before me, the undersigned authority,.

duly authorized to administer ocaths, __ 0. M. Bamett

is Representative from the LTSN District, and that the

attached copy of Notice of Intention to Introduce Local Legislation

was published in the Quipnett Daily News

+ who, on ocath, deposes and says that he 1

which is the official organ of Owinnett County,

on the following date: January 27, 1989

ARNY
9/ v Bl
Representative, S%th Distric

Sworn to and subscribed before me,

this _ 30th day of _ Janvary ) ¢
19 @9 .

&"K’J\.;_M_.% /(/ﬂu.:?fi_,

Notary Public Hotaey Poblic, Clavton County, Grocge
My Conmislion Expies Nov, 2, 1997

s/Connie F. Smith
{SEAL)
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GWINNETT COUNTY — BOARD OF REGISTRATIONS AND
ELECTIONS; CREATION.

No. 594 (House Bill No, 995).
AN ACT

To provide for a Gwinnett County Board of Registrations
and Elections; to provide for the powers and duties of the board;
to provide for the appointment, resignation, and removal of its
members; to provide an administrative office for elections and
registrations; to staff’ such office with an elections supervisor,
clerical assistants, and other employees; to provide compensation
for administrative personnel and members of the board; to pro-
vide definitions; to provide for matters relative to the foregoing;
to provide effective dates; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes. .

. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
GEORGIA:

Section 1. There is created in Gwinnett County a board
of registrations and elections which shall have jurisdiction over

the conduct of primaries and elections and the registration of
electors in such county in accordance with the provisions of
this Act. Such board shall be kiown as the Gwinnett County
Board of Registrations and Elections,

Section 2. Such board shall be composed of five members,
each of whom shall be an elector and a resident of the county
and who shall be selected in the following manner: -

(1) Twomembers shallbe appointed by the chairiman
of the county executive committee of the political party
whose candidates at the last preceding regular general
election held for the election of all members of the General
Assembly received the largest number of votes in this
state for members of the General Assembly, and two mem-
bers shall be appointed by the chairman of the county
executive committee of the politieal party whose candi-
dates at such election received the next largest number
of such votes; provided, however, each of such appoint-
ments shall have been ratified by a majority of the mem-
bers of each of such respective executive committees vot-
ing at a regularly scheduled meeting of such executive
cornmittees or a meeting duly called and held for such
purposes, In the event such appointments are not ratified
by a majority of the members of such executive commit-
tees at least 60 days preceding the date on which such
members are to take office, then the members of the re-
spective executive commitiees may elect such members
by a two-thirds' majority of the membership of such execu-
tive committees at a regularly scheduled meeting or at

a meeting duly called and held for such purposes. In:

_ the event the members of said executive committees fail
to elect such members at least 30 days preceding the
date on which such members ars to take office then such
members shall be appointed in accordance with Section

5 of this Act; and

]
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{2) The fifth member of the board shall be appointed by
a majority of the four party appointed members of the Gwin-
nett County Board of Registrations and Elections, Said fifth
member shall be appointed within 30 days of the time at which
the party appointed members are to take office, The fifth mem-
ber so selected shall be deemed to be a member at large. Any
appointment made under this paragraph shall also be entered
upon the minutes of the governing authority of the county,”

Section 8. No person who holds public office, whether elec-
tive or appointive, shall be eligible to serve as a member of
the board during the term of such office, and the position of
membership of any member shall be deemed vacant upon such
member quahfymg as a candidate for an elective office, The
elections supervisor shall not be eligible to serve as a member
of the board,

Sectlon 4. (a) The appointment of each member shall be
made by the respective appointing authority filing an affidavit
with the clerk of the superior court, no lafer than 30 days preced- -
ing the date at which such member is to take office, stating
the name and residence address of the person appointed or
elected and certifying that such member has been duly appointed
or elected as provided in this Act.

(b) The appointment of the fifth member of the board, known -
as the member at large, shall be made by the governing authority
of the county filing an affidavit with the clerk of the superior
court no later than 15 days preceding the date at which such
member is to take office, stating the name and residence address
of the person appointed and certifying that such member has
been duly appointed as p‘rovided in this Act. :

(¢) The clerk of the superior court shall record each of such
certifications on the minutes of the court and shall certify the
name of each member to the Secretary of State and provide
for the issuance of appropriate commissions to the members
as provided by law for registrars,

Section 5. In the event any appointing authority fmls (1)
to make a regular appointment or election within the times
specified in Section 2 or Section 4 of this Act, or (2) to make an
interim appointment to fill a vacancy within 90 days after the
creation of such vacancy, such regular member or the member
to fill such vacancy shall be appointed forthwith by the chief
judge of the Superior Court of Gwinnett County.”

Section 6. Each member of the board shall:

(1) Serveforaterm of two years and until & successor
is appointed or elected and qualified, except in the event
of resignation or removal as hereinafter provided;

(2) Be eligible to succeed such member and shall
have the right to resign at any time by giving written
notice of such resignation to the respective appointing
authority and to the clerk of the superior court; and
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(3) Shall be subject to removal from the board at
any time, for cause after notice and hearing, in the same
manner and by the same authority as is provided for
the removal of registrars.

Section 7. In the event a vacancy occurs in the office of

" any member before the expiration of a term, by removal, death,

resignation, or otherwise, the respective authority shall appoint,

. a successor to serve for the rémainder of the unexpired term.

The clerk of the superior court shall be notified of interim appoint-
ments and record and certify such appointments in the same
manner as the regular appointment of members,

Section 8. (a) The first members of the board under this
Act shall be appointed as provided in this Act to take office on
January 1, 1989, The board shall take no official action until
all members have been certified to the clerk of the superior

court,

(b) Eefore entering upon the duties of office, each member
shall take substantially the sameé.oath as required by law for
registrars and shall have the-same privileges from arrest.

‘Section 9. {(a) The Gwinnett County Board of Registira-
tions and Elections shall be empowered -with all the powers
and duties relating to the conduct of elections as election superin-
tendents pursuant to the provisions of Title 21 of the O.C.G.A.

(b) The board is empowered with all the powers and duties
relating to the registration.of voters and absentee balioting proce-
dures as boards of registrars pursuant to the provisions of Title
21 of the 0.C.G.A.

(c) This Act is intended to implement the provisions of sub-
section (b) of Code Section 21-2-40 of the O.C.G.A. and shall
be construed liberally so as to effectuate that purpose.

Section 10. Any rule or regulation promulgated by a county
executive committee under the provisions of subsection (¢} of
Code Section 21-2-111 of the 0.C.G.A., with regard to the conduct
of primaries, shall be null and void 'if in COnﬁlct with a valid
rule or 1eguiatlon of the board.

Sectxon 11. (a) Nothing in this Act shall be construed
to require or prohxblt joint primaries or to require or prohibit
the county governing authority or any other public agency to’
bear any expense of conducting primaries not otherwise required

by law.

(b) The board shall have the authority to contract with
any munijcipal corporation located within the county for the hold-
ing by thé board of any primary or election to be conducted
within the municipal corporation.
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Section 12, With the consent of the governing authority,
the board shall be authorized to expend public funds for the
purpose of preparing and distributing material solely to inform
and instruct electors of the county adequately with regard to
elections, No material distributed by the board shall contain

- orexpress, in any manner or form, any commentary or expression
of opinion, or request for support, with respect to any political
issue or matter of political concern,

Section13. (a) Theboard shallbe authorized and empow-
ered to organize itself, elect its officers from within its own mem-
bers, determine its procedural rules and regulations, adopt by-
laws, specify the functions and duties of its employees, and
otherwise take such action as is appropriate to the management
of the affairs committed to its supervision; provided, however,
that no such action shall conflict with state law,

(b) Action and decision by the board shall be by a majority
of the members of the board. ' :

Section 14, ,

(a) The board shall fix and establish by appropriate
resolution entered on its minutes directives governing the
execution of matters within its jurisdiction. The board shall
hold regular monthly meetings at the county courthouse or at
the place of meeting of the county governing authority. All
meetings of the board shall be conducted in the manner speci-
fied in Chapter 14 of Title 50 of the 0.C.G.A,, relating to open
and public meetings.”

(b) The board shall maintain a written record of policy deci-
sions that shall be amended to include additions or deletions.
tsuch written record shall be-made available for the public to-
review., ' L -

Section 16. The board shall be responsible for selecting
and appointing an administrative director, to be known as the
elections supervisor, to administer and supervise the conduct of
elections, primaries, and registration of electors for the county,
Such appointment shall be effective only if the nomines
receives at least four affirmative votes from the five-member
board, Compensation for the elections supervisor shall be
determined and paid by the governing authority wholly from
county funds. The elections supervisor shall serve at the plea-
sure of the board.”

Section 16. The governing authority of the county shall
expend public funds to provide the elections supervisor with
such proper and suitable administrative offices and with such
clerical assistants and other employees as the governing author-
ity shall deem appropriate in accordance with the merit system.
Compensation for such administrative personnel shall be paid
by the governing authority under the merit system wholly from
county funds,
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S'ection 17, Theboard shall be responsible for the selection,
appointment, and training of poll workers in elections. Such
workers shall be appointed, insofar as practicable, from lists

" provided by the county executive committees of the two major

political parties appointing members to the board.

Section 18, Compensation for board members shall be set
by the county governing authority and shall be paid by the
governing authority wholly from county funds.

Section 19. The words “election,” “elector,” “political
party,” “primary,” and “ouhlic affica® ahnall oo

ing as ascribed to those words by Title 21 of the 0.C.G.A., unless

.otherwise clearly apparent from the text of this Act.

Section 20. The provisions of this Act which are necessary
for the appointment of the members of the Gwinnett County
Board of Registrations and Elections who will take office January
1, 1989, shall be effective upon the approval of the Governor

~or upon the date which this Act becomes law without such ap-

proval and the remaining provisions of this Act shall become
effective for all purposes on January 1, 1989,

" Section 21, All laws and parts of laws in conflict with
this Act are repealed. .




