
TRIBBLE MILL PARK MASTER PLANS
THE INITIAL MASTER PLAN WAS PREPARED BY THE UPPER OCMULGEE RC&D COUNCIL 
WITH COOPERATION OF THE SILL CONSERVATION SERVICE IN NOV. 1979.  THIS PLAN
SET THE STAGE FOR A DECADE LONG RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SCS THAT INCLUDED 
THE JOINT CONSTRUCTION FUNDING OF THE PARK'S TWO LAKES.
THE JAEGER PLAN OF 1988 DIRECTED THE FIRST STAGE OF COUNTY CAPITAL 
INVESTMENT IN VEHICULAR ACCESS, NATURAL SURFACE TRAILS AND PICNIC AMENITIES.
THE JJG PLANS OF 1998 DIRECTED THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE MULTI-USE TRAIL 
SYSTEM AND FESTIVAL FIELD AMENITIES.
THE EDAW/AECOM PLAN OF 2009 DEVELOPED THE VISION FOR THE NEXT LEVEL OF 
PARK ENHANCMENT AT TRIBBLE MILL.
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Project Goals + Objectives

Tribble Mill Park began as a dream of forward-thinking citizens at a meeting in May
1974. Their vision of a park centered on water based recreation has remained, even
though elements of the park have evolved in the past 34 years. During this time,
the following three studies have been completed which informed the development
of the park: the Resource Conservation and Development Plan; the Jaeger/ Plyburn
Master Plan; and the Jordan, Jones, and Goulding Trail System Study. As Gwinnett
County has become more developed, the amount of space planned for active
recreation in the park has decreased. The tennis courts, ball fields, and camping
areas of the early studies were not developed. Over time the park has become
focused on passive recreation and citizens value the park as an oasis where they
can walk, bicycle, fish, ride horses, play, and enjoy natural beauty.
The services of EDAW AECOM were retained to update the Master Plan. The 718.23
acre site will continue to be utilized as a passive recreation park. The principal goals
of the Master Plan are as follows:

Provide for the passive recreation needs of Gwinnett County•
Preserve the natural resources associated with the park•
Provide a multi-use asphalt and natural surface trail system•
Provide recreational opportunities for a wide range of age groups•

Site Context

Tribble Mill Park is located in the east portion of the county ,northeast of Grayson,
Georgia. The site is bordered to the east by Callie Still Road and to the southwest by
Chandler Road. Tribble Mill Parkway bisects the site and provides access to the park
amenities. The 2006 Aerial (Illustration A) shows the context surrounding the park
site.

Introduc tion 1.0
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Using a traditional approach to the park planning process, the project developed through
a series of stages to arrive at a consensus Master Plan.  The sequence of tasks performed to
develop the Master Plan included:

Public Input Meeting and Citizen Steering Committee formation•
Site Visits, Inventory and Analysis of the site, including, topography, hydrology, soils,•
vegetation
Program confirmation based on input of staff as well as the steering committee•
Conceptual Plan development where four different site plans were developed and•
presented to the committee
Preliminary Master Plan developed that combined elements from multiple concepts•
with a preliminary cost estimate
Draft Master Plan developed as a refined preliminary plan with a cost estimate•
Final Master Plan with the development of a refined cost estimate•
Presentation of the final products to The Gwinnett County Recreation Authority•

Descriptions of these tasks and a timeline are outlined below:

Site visit: (April-August 2008)
EDAW Landscape Architecture Staff toured the site on multiple occasions to review the
existing conditions. EDAW staff met with County staff person Rex Schuder on June 4, 2008
to review the conditions and flora of the site’s granite outcrops.

Public Input Meeting: (5-22-08)
About 73 citizens attended this public meeting at Berkmar High School. Gwinnett County
Department of Community Services (DCS) staff outlined the park master planning process
and introduced the site to the citizens through a series of aerial photos and a boundary
survey. A community interest form was distributed and filled out by the attendees. EDAW
collected these forms and tabulated the interests and priorities of the citizens (Appendix
B contains these results). The top concerns of the surveyed citizens related to the natural
surface trails.  The citizens were most interested in seeing additional multi-use trails in
the park.  Completed Citizen Steering Committee Forms were collected by County staff
and used to determine membership of the committee.  The nineteen member committee
represented a cross-section of user groups.

Base Plan Development (April-August 2008)
EDAW prepared a composite AutoCAD base plan for the site, using AutoCAD files from
previous designs, ArcView files obtained from the Gwinnett County GIS system, a GPS survey
of twelve miles of natural surface trail, and aerial photographs.

Methodology 2.0



4

TRIBBLE MILL PARK MASTER PLAN UPDATE
SUMMARY REPORT

Steering Committee Scheduling Meeting (9-21-08)
County staff,  two EDAW representatives, and Citizen Steering Committee (herafter
referred to as the “Commitee”) members attended this meeting at Gwinnett Justice and
Administration Center. Rex Schuder provided an overview of the planning history of the
park and highlighted current issues with the park’s amenities. A project schedule was
discussed and meeting times were agreed upon by the Committee. The Committee was
provided with an overview of park/site tour day schedule and details.

Park and Site Tour (9-27-08)
The Committee, along with
County staff  and EDAW staff,
toured several area park sites
with particular relevance
to the Tribble Mill park site,
including the following:
Yellow River Park, Arabia
Mountain Park, Pickneyville
Park, Little Mulberry Park,
and Harbins Park. Park facility
options were observed and
discussed at the various
parks.

Park and Site Tour (11-8-08)
The Committee, along with
County staff and EDAW staff,

toured the park. Park facility options were observed and issues with existing amenities were
discussed.

Inventory and Analysis (August-November 2008)
Site surveys were performed to inventory and study site features.  EDAW prepared a series
of graphics to illustrate the findings in the following areas: soils, hydrology, topography,
vegetation, and opportunities and constraints. The completed inventory and analysis
illustrations were presented to the Committee at a meeting on 11-13-08.

Conceptual Plan Development (November-December 2008)
Three alternative conceptual plans for the site were developed by EDAW. A variety
of options were explored to see how the program elements and circulation could be
accommodated on the site. The three plans were presented to the Committee at a meeting
on 12-18-08. The Committee selected elements from all the plans to be combined into a
Preliminary Master Plan.

Citizen Steering Committee Park Tour
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Preliminary Master Plan (2-19-09)
A Preliminary Master Plan was developed for the site that incorporated the input of the
Department of Community Services staff and the Committee. The preliminary cost estimate
was distributed to the Committee for their review.

Final Master Plan (3-19-09)
 A Final Master Plan graphic was presented to the Committee that incorporated the
previous comments of the Committee and staff. The Final Master Plan graphic was
approved, and the Committee approved a prioritization list for amenity development.

Citizen Steering Committee Tribble Mill Park Tour - shoals outcrop

Citizen Steering Committee Tribble Mill Park Tour - Shared  Use Trail
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A summary of the inventory and analysis findings is outlined below. An illustrative
graphic accompanies each of the categories discussed.

Slope Analysis
Two foot contour interval data acquired from the County GIS system was analyzed
to understand the site’s topography. The site is characterized by rolling hills with
moderately steep terrain. Steep slopes are located at several locations in the park.
Severely eroded areas are found along many of the park trails, and are denoted on
the graphic (See Illustration B)

  Hydrology
The streams and lakes of Tribble Mill Park
are part of the Alcovy River watershed. The
defining features of the site are Chandler
and Ozora Lakes. Chandler Lake is fed by
three small streams that flow into the site
from the south and southwest. Ozora Lake
is fed by outfall from Chandler Lake and
streams that flow from the northwest,
north, and south. The water flows from
Ozora Lake to the east to form Tribble
Mill Creek. Floodplain areas are generally
located near the lake and stream edges,
with the exception of a wide flood plain
area in the northwest corner of the
property.  The streams located in the park
are generally deeply incised channels,
which are typical in the Piedmont.  (See
Illustration C)

Vegetation
The park features the seven main
vegetation     types of the Piedmont: Pine,
Hardwood, Mixed Hardwood, Riverine

Hardwood, Granite Outcrop, and Meadow.  With this diverse range of types, the
park is a great educational model for the ecological succession process.  Pine forests
dominated by Loblolly Pines are one of the most common forest types in the park.
Successional hardwood species such as Sweetgum and Tulip Poplar trees have
begun to fill in under the canopy of the Pine trees in these areas.  Mixed Pine and

Site Inventor y and Analysis 3.0

Ozora Lake

Tribble Mill Creek Shoals
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Hardwood Forests are found in areas where 
these hardwood trees have gained a stronger 
foothold among the Pine trees.  Sourwood 
trees are sometimes found among the Pine, 
Sweetgum, and Tulip Poplar trees in the mixed 
pine forest areas. The hillside located to the 
south of Chandler Lake near Chandler Road 
contains a grove of Sourwood trees.  
Sourwood trees also grace the understory of 
Hardwood Forest areas along with Dogwood 
and Serviceberry. Soaring canopy trees are 
found in hardwood forests such as White 
Oaks, Southern Red Oaks, Northern Red Oaks, 
Mockernut Hickory, Pignut Hickory, and 
Blackgum trees. Mature hardwood trees are 
typically found around the edge of Lake Ozora 
and in the southeast corner of the property.  

Characteristic trees in Riverine Hardwood 
forests in the park include Tulip Poplar, Red 
Maple, Musclewood, Sweetgum, Blackgum, 
Box Elder, and Sweetbay Magnolia.  There 
is a notable stand of silver-leafed Sweetbay 
Magnolia trees located in the floodplain in 
the northwest corner of the park near Lake 
Ozora.  Another remarkable grove of Walnut 
trees is located to the west of the Maintenance 
area.  These specimens could be the relics of a 
former homestead located nearby. 

Shrubs such as Rhododendron, Viburnum, 
Alder, and Virginia Sweetspire grow along the 
banks of the lakes.  The groundcover is sparse 
in the Riverine Forest Areas, but River Oats and 
River Cane (Native Bamboo) are found near 
some of the creek banks. Juncus, Sensitive 
Fern, Jack in the Pulpit, and May Apple are a 
few of the perennials that are found in select 
locations in the Riverine Forest areas. 

The ground cover of the forested areas is most 
diverse in the mature Hardwood Forest areas 
and least diverse in the Pine Forests.  The 

Hardwood Forest

Piedmont Azalea Blooms on Banks of Chandler Lake

Sedum pusillum
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most common groundcover in the Pine Forests is 
Muscadine, which offers an abundance of sweet 
fruit in the late summer.  Signature groundcovers 
in the Hardwood Forests include: Wild Ginger, 
Crane Fly Orchid, Blackberry, and Lady Slippers.  
A variety of herbaceous groundcovers grow in 
meadows found in the park, including: Broom 
Sedge, Blackberries, Butterfly Weed, Wild 
Ageratum, Goldenrod, and Fescue. 

The most unique vegetation type in the park is 
found on the granite outcrops.  Many of these 
outcrops have been denuded of vegetation 
through foot and vehicle traffic.  The notable 
exception is a well preserved outcrop located in 
the southeast corner of the property near Callie 
Still Road. This outcrop features Sedum pusillum, 
a plant listed as threatened species by the State 
of Georgia. Other groundcovers in the outcrops 
include the red leaved annual Diamorpha, Lichen, 
Moss, Talinum, Prickly Pear Cactus, Senecio, 
Broom Sedge, and Little Bluestem.  Sparkleberry 
and sumac are some of the signature shrubs.  

Gnarly, dwarf specimens of Red Cedars and Loblolly Pine grow in the cracks of the outcrops.  
The creamy white blooms of Fringe Trees highlight the edges of the outcrops in late spring.  

Invasive plants have established a foothold in a few areas in the park.  Chinese Privet is 
concentrated primarily in floodplain areas, such as the area to the west of Lake Ozora.  (See 
Illustration D)

Soils 
The locations of soils at Tribble Mill Park 
relate to the topography.  Sandy loam 
soils are located in flat floodplain areas, 
and clay loam soils are located on steeper 
slope areas. U.S. Department of Agriculture 
maps from 1967 were used to create a soil 
map for the site to assess the suitability 
of proposed land uses to the soil types 
present. The areas that are not suitable 
for development lie in the floodplain area 
and granite outcrops, where buildings and 
impervious developments would not be located anyway.  (See Illustration E)

Diamorpha on Granite Outcrop

Prickly Pear Cactus bloom on Granite Outcrop

Tribble Mill Ruins
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Historical Background	 	
Historical research on the property was conducted by examining historical data from a 
wide variety of sources. The rich history of the mill is detailed in the Tribble Mill Park History 
included in Appendix A.

Opportunities and Constraints 
A composite analysis was created to document the site’s opportunities and constraints.  The 
following topics were illustrated: areas where there are adjacency/ buffer issues, potential 
pedestrian access points, good vista points, sensitive ecosystem areas, forested areas, 
and steep slopes.  The graphic also delineates the location of the 100 year floodplain line, 
floodway line, and stream buffers. (See Illustration F) These areas limit the area of the site 
that can be developed with park amenities in the following ways:

Floodway area - no vertical construction is allowed here, e.g. fences and buildings•	
Floodplain area - the area between the floodplain line and floodway line can be •	
manipulated through compensatory cut and fill
Stream buffers- no disturbance is allowed in area 50’ back from the stream banks•	
No impervious surface is allowed in area 75’ back from stream banks•	
No disturbance is allowed in area 25’ back from lake edge •	

 
A wetland delineation was not performed for the master plan update; therefore, any 
development constraints due to these features are not considered in this report. The 
development constraints and the existing infrastructure in the park helped guide the 
locations of proposed amenities in the park.  (See Illustration F) 

Chandler Lake
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A program for park development was developed through the input of the steering
committee and DCS staff. The goal was to maximize the passive recreational opportunities
while protecting the natural resources in the park.  The following list of program elements
was approved by the citizen steering committee:

Natural surface trail expansion/enhancement•
Trail user amenities - kiosks, parking•
Lawn areas for public gatherings, and informal recreation•
Multi-path extensions•
Historical interpretation of mill ruins•
Granite outcrop preservation/interpretation•
Additional picnic areas•
Playgrounds•
Fishing piers•
Boat dock•

Development Program 4.0

Natural Surface Trail Tribble Mill Park Playground

Yellow River Park Trailhead Kiosk Chandler Lake FIshing Pier
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Three alternative Conceptual Plans were developed to test ideas and explore alternative
solutions to the range of issues facing the site’s development as a park (See Illustrations G
through I).  There were a number of common elements in all of the plans:

Relocated equestrian parking•
Natural surface trail expansion/enhancement•
Trail user amenities•
Multi-path extensions - including a loop around Lake Ozora and connections to the east•
to planned greenway paths
Festival field area enhancement•
Granite outcrop preservation/interpretation•
Historical interpretation of mill ruins•
Picnic area redesign•
Additional playgrounds•

The plans differed primarily in where amenities are located and how pedestrians and
vehicles move through the site. The following discussion of the plans focuses on each area
of the park separately.

Festival Field
All three plans propose to remove the
existing amphitheater to create more
usable recreation area within the field.
Conceptual plans A and B open up the
field most extensively by removing the
existing lower parking area and access
road. Option C maintains these asphalt
areas and relies on a loose sinuous edge
to define the field area. Option B creates
a long formal oval lawn with an axis
parallel to the lake edge.  In contrast,
option A creates a smaller elliptical lawn
that is perpendicular to the lake.  The
informal lawn area of option A is defined
by gentle path arcs.  Location of picnic
pavilions is another element that differs
among the plans.  Plans A and B create
strong sightlines with the location of
a Medlock Pavilion (the largest type

Alternate Development Concepts
+ Prel iminary  Master  Plan 5.0

Conceptual Plan A - Festival Field
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offered by the parks department) at a
high point  overlooking the lake and
the formal lawn area.  The picnicking
is consolidated into a central space in
these options. Option C takes a different
approach by locating three smaller
picnic structures near the lake.
Plan B offers a unique program
element - a splash pad. This program
element was not requested by
the committee, but is provided to
animate the Festival Field and provide
entertainment for families. A bath
house is included with the splash
pad to honor state requirements.  As
the roof of this structure and the
nearby pavilion are highly visible,
they provide a great opportunity for
a roof garden (extensive green roof )
to provide education, aesthetics, and
environmental sustainability.  Plan
B is also distinguished by its storm
water management scheme, which
is designed to bring people closer to
the lake and celebrate storm water
as a design element through the use
of a constructed wetland in a visible
location.

Plans A and C propose to relocate the
primary storm water management
area to the north at the amphitheater
turnaround.  This concept allows for
pedestrians to circulate freely from the
lake edge to the rest of the Festival
Field.  It also utilizes an existing storm
pipe that outflows to Ozora Lake.

Lake Engagement
The plans take different approaches to engage people with the lake. Plan A features a large
central gathering space with a semicircular overlook at the lake edge. Plan B creates a
central gathering space with lawn terraces and a lake boardwalk to bring people closer to
the lake.  Plan C’s arc shape terraces provide intimate gathering space.

Conceptual Plan B- Festival Field

Conceptual Plan C- Festival Field
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Concessions
Concession areas are included in all the plans to provide a place for equipment rental (bikes,
kayaks) and food service. Options A and B present locations that are highly visible and
easily accessible to lake.  In contrast, the concession area in option C is located at the end of
parking, tucked away from
the main activity zone.

Picnic Area
The biggest difference
among the picnic area
plans is the way that
vehicles move through the
site. Option C maintains
the existing loop road
system, while options A
and B close portions of the
roadway so that vehicle
circulation ends at parking
areas. The benefit to these
plans is that they provide
a location for the soil
removed in the re-grading
of the amphitheater area
in the Festival Field. The
road removal also creates a
contiguous forest area well
suited for walking trails. All
three plans provide informal
recreation area on the knoll
and provide additional
picnic structures.

Evaluation of the
Alternative Concepts
The Steering Committee
reviewed and discussed
the Alternative Concepts
and developed a consensus
on a hybrid plan that
combines elements from
the three plans. The spatial
arrangement of Plan A was

Conceptual Plan B- Picnic Area

Conceptual Plan A- Picnic Area
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selected for the Festival Field, with an elliptical formal lawn area oriented with views across
Ozora Lake.  At the long axis of this lawn area the Committee preferred a smaller scale
building rather than the large Medlock Pavilion.  A cluster of two smaller pavilions (the
size of the Little Mulberry Pavilion) were preferred instead of the Medlock Pavilion.  The
committee was not keen on a Concession being located in the park initially, but County
staff lobbied for this to be included in the Master Plan for two reasons: 1) with the trend of
declining park funding concessions may be needed to cover costs, and 2) the concessions
can offer rentals of equipment such as kayaks and bikes.  The committee agreed that
it could be included as a low priority in the zone indicated on Plans A and B. The lake
experience offered in Plan C was selected, because it creates a gathering area at the lake
edge that is somewhat separated from the multi-path.  The loop dock shown on plan B
which brings people out into the lake was supported, but the Committee asked that this
concept be explored at another location in the park.
The Committe also requested a hybrid plan for the Picnic Area that includes the following:
the vehicular circulation shown in Plan B, the oval lawn on the knoll shown on plan A, and
the picnic/ bathroom complex shown in plan B where a second bathroom is added to the
west side of the area. While the Committee recognized that there is a need for a dog park,
they did not support the inclusion of a dog park within the current limits of Tribble Mill Park
due to conflicts with other uses.  The consensus was that the aquatic dog park proposed
in Plan B was too visually intrusive.  The Committee liked that option B provided an
opportunity to design pedestrian only trail next to the picnic area.  With the road removal, a
continuous woodland could be created with a loop trail.

The one-way circulation parking scheme illustrated in plans A and C was preferred for the
Chandler Lake access area.

The Preliminary Master Plan (Illustration J) was developed based on the Committee
consensus, with the addition of entry road parking in response to a County staff comment.
The most popular use in the park is the multi-path; however, most of the parking is located
in the Festival Field area. This leads most park patrons to drive through the park to access
parking or occasionally park in the boat parking area. The conflicts with boat parking and
the excessive through traffic in the park prompted County staff to ask that a parking area
be designed at the entrance.  In this concept the road alignment is shifted to the west and
a parking bay with approximately is located in the existing road bed.  A hillside of young
Pine trees is removed and replanted with a diversity of trees. The entrance parking area
minimizes the amount of vehicular traffic in the park and provides direct access to the
multi-path.
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Conceptual Entrance Plan
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The approved Final Master Plan Update involved minor refinements from the Preliminary
Master Plan, based on feedback from the Steering Committee, Gwinnett County DCS staff
and members of the Gwinnett County Recreation Authority (See Ilustration K).  The Master
Plan Update envisions a nature-rich and passive recreation oriented park, centered on the
site’s strong natural assets of water, woodlands, open green space, and granite outcrops, as
well as the rich history of the mill.

Entrance Area
A well designed landscape will compliment the realigned entrance road and new parking
area. The Committee emphasized that the County must plant a significant amount of trees
and shrubs for these improvements, so that a pleasant experience is established at the
entrance.  From the parking area, visitors will access the multi-path and take in a sweeping
vista from a proposed lake boardwalk. In addition to providing scenic views, the boardwalk
provides an alternate route away from the automobile traffic.

Festival Field
One of the park’s most notable features, Ozora Lake, becomes the focal point of the
redevelopment of the Festival Field.  Gathering areas are created at the lake edge and
buildings are located at high points with grand views over the lake.  A distinctive gazebo
and an overlook plaza at one high point provide a panoramic view of the lake and the
Park Green, an oval shaped formal lawn framed by an allee of shade trees and a concrete
sidewalk. The Park Green becomes the centerpiece of the park with an approximate 2.16
acre open space well-suited for informal recreation and public gatherings. The lawn gently
slopes at about 3.5% gradient down to an enhanced lake bank area with a terraced lawn
area, Lake Overlook, pier, and boat dock.  A small informal amphitheater is created with low
granite walls which create terraces down to an overlook formed from decking over the lake.
A low 48” tall fence ties into the ends of these terraces to discourage geese from entering
into the Park Green area.  The pier nearby creates a more intimate experience where fishing,
bird watching, and other activities can occur.  A boat dock opens up the lake more for
exploration in kayaks, canoes, and other small boats. A storage area nearby contains rental
boats managed by a concession.

The concession is also located next to the existing parking lot above the playground.  Views
out to the lake from the concession are framed by an arbor and plaza area which faces an
approximate 0.67 acre oval lawn area adjacent to the playground.  In order to minimize
the amount of impervious surface in the park, approximately 71 spaces are converted to
reinforced turf.  The approximate 498 existing asphalt parking spaces in the Festival Field

Mas ter Plan 6.0
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area should meet the typical parking demand, while the reinforced parking areas will be
used as overflow parking for occasional days with higher parking demand.

The Festival Field is dramatically re-graded to open up views across the space and to create
better opportunities for informal recreation.  Soil is removed and a parking lot and roadway
are demolished to create an informal lawn defined by a pedestrian promenade, with an allee
of canopy trees and an asphalt multi-path.  This path creates an Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) accessible 3,960 LF loop around the Festival Field. A path with stairs and a short
section of path at 10% gradient allow for more direct access from the parking area to the
lakeside.  A vehicle turnaround at the north end of the field is converted to a storm water
management area that captures water that was once directed to the center of the park.  A
new picnic complex is created on the knoll above this north end of the Festival Field. Two

Festival Field Area
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pavilions modeled on the footprint of the Little Mulberry Park pavilions (30’ x 60’) flank a
small lawn and playground.  A restroom also serves this area, which creates a complete
amenity zone to serve the needs of picnic pavilion rentals.

Tribble Mill Creek Shoals Area Enhancements
From the picnic area on the knoll above the Festival Field, a sinuous multi-path leads
visitors to the northeast corner of the park where the
mill ruins, a granite outcrop, and shoals are located.
This zone becomes a prime space for interpretation,
where both ecological and historical narratives can be
related.   An interpretive kiosk becomes the gateway
to the outcrop, where interpretive graphics introduce
visitors to the unique ecology of granite outcrops and
the fascinating history of the mills in the region. A
way-finding system guides visitors down the outcrop
to the mill ruins, where interpretive signage is located.
As the outcrop plants are vulnerable to pedestrian
traffic, it is important that visitors are channeled on
a dedicated path area across the granite.  The mill
ruins could be interpreted in a number of different Ben Franklin House

Tribble Mill Creek Shoals Enhancements
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ways, from simple signs, to a representation of the building shape and volume with a steel
structure. A model for this type of interpretation was carried out in Philadelphia at the Ben
Franklin house ruins. A pedestrian suspension bridge provides an overlook of the dramatic
shoals cascade. The bridge also allows visitors to connect to the north side of Tribble Mill
Creek to create a loop trail. To the south of the outcrop a low split rail cedar fence serves to
discourage pedestrian traffic through the outcrop.  This will be essential when the greenway
extension to Harbins Park is created, as the path will pass to the south of the outcrop.

Natural Surface Trail Enhancements/
Expansion
The multi-path to the shoals area creates
the northern boundary of a fabulous
woodland area that will open up to the
public. A network of natural surface
trails will wind through an approximate
59 acre predominant Hardwood Forest
and greatly enhance the opportunities
for mountain biking, horse riding, and
hiking.   Any path construction in this
zone should be undertaken with close

Natural Surface Trail Map

Trail Erosion
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collaboration with equestrian and mountain bike volunteer groups to ensure durable, high
quality trails. In addition to this trail expansion, there are approximately 3,400 linear feet of
existing trails that require extensive remediation. The trail map illustrates these zones with
red lines. Many of these trails are former road beds that were not constructed with correct
trail construction design.  This has led to widespread erosion and unsafe trail conditions.
Two trailheads are proposed within the park at the south end of the Festival Field area and
at the Chandler Road parking area.  These trailheads will contain trail maps and signage
which outlines the following trail etiquette (provided by commitee member Stephen
Konigsberg):

Biker/Hiker/Equestrian Etiquette
These trails are multi-use. That means that mountain bikers, equestrians and hikers use them.
Horses may be unpredictable. Passing on the trail must be done correctly to avoid severe
injury.

Bikers: When approaching from the opposite direction, bikers should stop and get off their
bikes while the horses pass. When approaching a horse from the rear, stop and communicate
with the equestrian so they might calm their horse for you to walk by.

When approaching hikers from the opposite direction, slow down.  When approaching hikers
from the rear, slow down and announce on which side you intend to pass.

Hikers: Be alert and step aside for bikers. When approaching equestrians announce yourself so
 that they may calm their horse.

Equestrians: Please cooperate with bikers and hikers to observe the above trail rules to help
 keep everyone safe.

Multi-path Extensions
Asphalt multi-path extensions will open up underappreciated areas of the park, such as
the west end of Ozora Lake, to park patrons,.  An approximate one-mile loop around this
end of the lake will include a +/-914 linear foot boardwalk through a wetland area.  With
this addition the popular +/- 2.79 mile multi-path will be an approximate 3.77 mile loop.
This path will eventually connect to the east to a Harbins Park Greenway path and to the
northeast with an Alcovy Greenway extension.

Granite Outcrop Preservation/ Interpretation
Most of the granite outcrops in Tribble Mill Park have been severely damaged by pedestrian,
vehicle, bicycle, and horse traffic.  The plants of these outcrops are not adapted to foot
traffic; therefore, protection measures are needed if these unique plants are to regenerate.
The Master Plan update proposes three different preservation schemes within the park.
The first scheme allows pedestrian access to an outcrop through a limited corridor.  The
Shoals outcrop near Callie Still Road demonstrates this strategy. This maintains one publicly
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accessible outcrop
where the public
can appreciate the
outcrop’s beauty and
the unique outcrop
ecology can be
interpreted.  A second
strategy is employed
at a well preserved
outcrop in the south
eastern corner of the
park, where an 8’ tall
galvanized steel fence
system was installed
by the County.  This
was installed as a

long-lasting secure fence system to protect the threatened Sedum pusillum species within
the outcrop.  A variation on this approach is taken with the outcrops located to the east
of Chandler Lake.  These outcrops will be fenced around the perimeter with a 6’ tall black
vinyl chain link fence.  This fence material is not as durable as the galvanized steel chain
link fence, but it is less visually prominent in the landscape. A boardwalk is proposed within
one of these outcrops so that the public can still appreciate the outcrop and interpretive
signage. Permanent interpretive signage could be complimented by biannual walks of small
groups led by knowledgeable volunteers to expose more of the public to the beauty of the
outcrop, since they will typically be closed to visitors.

Picnic Area Enhancements
Two medium size pavilions and six shelters are added to the center of the park to
complement the two existing pavilions.  They are supported by an additional restroom, two
lawn areas for informal recreation, a playground, and a revised vehicular circulation and
parking.  A section of the loop road is closed to minimize the amount of impervious surface,
reduce vehicle pedestrian conflicts, and create a deposit area for soil removed from the
Festival Field.  This change opens up a woodland area with a one mile nature trail dedicated
to pedestrians. The road will terminate at a new parking area at the location of an existing
gravel parking area at a knoll. This will feature approximately 163 parking spaces, and is
situated at the heart of the picnic area. This hilltop parking area connects to the existing
parking area next to the restroom and pavilion area adjacent to Ozora Lake. A total of
around 286 parking spaces are provided in the picnic area. An oval shaped lawn area ringed
by two shelters and two pavilions will allow for dynamic views of Ozora Lake.  A variety
of picnicking experiences are offered, with some picnic areas nestled into the woods and
others adjacent to open lawns.

The Committee requested that the existing pavilions be enhanced with architectural

Chandler Lake Outcrop Enhancements
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features that compliment the
proposed pavilion and shelter
style.  Several committee members
stated that stone and more
‘natural’ building materials should
be used.

Equestrian parking
The development of the picnic
area is hinged on equestrian
parking being relocated to the
hilltop adjacent to the intersection
of the maintenance road and
Tribble Mill Parkway.  This parking
area shall be modeled on the Little
Mulberry Park equestrian parking
area which features reinforced turf parking areas defined by lumber parking stripes and a
gravel drive lane.  The new parking area minimizes equestrian/vehicle conflicts by locating
the parking south of Tribble Mill Parkway.  A water spigot made of a durable material should

Little Mulberry Park equestrian parking Area

Picnic Area  Enhancements
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be included in the parking area.  Freeze protection is essential so that the spigot can be used
in winter.  A horse tie-down that is 4’ or higher should also be included. Double pieces of 2”
lumber are not necessary for these tie-downs, and are hazardous to horses.

Chandler Lake Enhancements
Access to the southwest corner of the park is enhanced with a short access road from
Chandler Road.  Extensive roadwork is required to bring this to County standards, including a
road realignment to improve the sight distance, an additional turn lane, and sidewalk along
the park boundary.  The standard park entrance is utilized with one inbound lane and two
outbound lanes separated with a landscaped median.  The entrance road will lead visitors
down the hill to a parking area with one-way circulation and angled head in parking.  The
grades shall be manipulated so that storm water is pitched to a center island with a bioswale.
A changing room and trailhead kiosk will be located on a knoll overlooking Chandler Lake.  A
pad for a future restroom is reserved to the north of the parking area in an existing road bed.
This parking area will be a prime gateway to the natural surface trails for mountain bikers
and hikers.

Chandler Lake Enhancements
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The paths around Chandler Lake are realigned to maximize fish habitat on the lake edges.  
The existing paths, which hug the lake edge, restrict vegetation from growing.  This 
vegetation is critical for fish habitat, so these paths are to be closed and the bank edges 
replanted.  A four-foot-tall black vinyl chain link fence will be installed 25’ feet from the lake 
edge to discourage encroachment within the bank restoration area. Two additional fishing 
piers are added to provide fishing opportunities with the removal of the bank fishing.  The 
open lawn areas on the north edge of the lake where the dam is located will be left open.  

The path between Chandler Lake and Chandler Road is improved to enhance safety and 
minimize erosion. A more level crossing is created by regarding and the extension of the 
existing culvert.  The sections where the path crosses exposed granite are also realigned or 
replaced with bridges to improve safety. A native grass meadow is created in the western 
side of the lake to provide wildlife habitat. An evergreen buffer planting is added between 
the meadow and the adjacent residential development.    

Utilities and infrastructure
A total of three new restrooms are proposed with the Master Plan update, with locations 
in the Picnic Area, Festival Field, and Chandler Road.  A septic system will be the least 
expensive option for sanitary connections from these restrooms. However, if this is not an 
option due to permitting restrictions at the time of development, then there are Gwinnett 
County sewer connections near the park boundaries. 

Storm water management for the proposed improvements will be accommodated with a 
dispersed infiltration strategy, whereby water quality treatment occurs in grass swales and 
bioswales. Bioswales are landscape elements designed to remove silt and pollution from 
surface runoff water. They consist of a swale drainage course with gently sloped sides that is 
filled with vegetation. An engineered soil mix containing compost, sand, and gravel is used 
within the bioswale. The parking areas will be designed so that the water sheet flows into 
landscape areas to minimize the cost of storm pipe infrastructure.  Concrete curb and gutter 
with periodic openings would allow the water to flow into the bioswales.  

Pervious parking areas will also be an important element in the storm water management 
strategy.  The new parking areas in the picnic area and Chandler Lake area will be pervious 
asphalt to limit the amount of impervious area associated with the new development.  
Reinforced turf areas will also be utilized where low traffic is anticipated such as the 
equestrian parking and overflow parking for the Festival Field. 

Gwinnett County retained the services of United Consulting to perform geotechnical 
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exploration of the existing and proposed equestrian parking areas.  This report dated 2-5-09
is available from the county for review. The preliminary grading plan took into consideration
the depth to bedrock. The proposed drainage in the new equestrian parking area was
manipulated to avoid the high cost of rock blasting.

Prioritization
Approximately $1 million are available with current SPLOST funding for Tribble Mill Park.
The consensus of the Steering Committee was that these funds should be used towards the
possible acquisition of 25 acres owned by an estate.  Based on local real estate price, the
parcel is estimated to be about $1-2 million. The committee saw the following benefits with
this land acquisition:

Viewshed protection of Festival Field•
Granite outcrop preservation•
Connectivity for natural surface trails•
Potential dog park location to serve this sector of Gwinnette County•

Parcel for Potential Land Acquistion
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Approval
On April 16, 2009, the Recreation Authority endorsed the recommendation of the
Steering Committee regarding the Master Plan for Club Drive Park and the proposed
prioritization of improvements. Their approval included the caveat that the reinforced
turf area should be relocated to an area with lower traffic.  The Final Master Plan Update
reflects this change.
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Prioritization

1 Land Acquisition (near Festival Field area) estimated cost $1,000,000 to $2,000,000

2
Lake Ozora Multi-path Loop, Natural Surface Trail Enhancements, Chandler
Lake Outcrop Perimeter Fencing $4,805,317

3 Chandler Lake Improvements $1,305,315
4 Equestrian parking $543,411

5

Fesitval Field Improvements (Picnic Pavilion Complex, Lakeside
Improvements, Park Green, Promenade, Overlook Plaza and Gazebo, and
Picnic Road Demolition) $4,622,835

6 Entrance Road Improvements and Lake Boardwalk $1,678,328

7 Multi-path Extension to Shoals Outcrop and Shoals Outcrop Enhancements) $689,643

8 Picnic Area Primary Improvement Area (East Side) $3,346,111
9 Shoals Outcrop Pedestrian Bridge $1,051,560

10

Additional Picnic Area Improvements (Picnic Shelter near existing dock, Picnic
Area Picnic Shelter near existing multipath, and Picnic Area- west side
improvements) $998,685

11 Festival Field Parking lot conversion to reinforced turf $385,274
12 Alcovy River Greenway Extension $216,452

13
Festival Field Concessions / Arbor Plaza/ Lawn (includes portion of demo and
infrastructure) $498,552

14 Chandler Lake Outcrop Enhancements (Boardwalk and Signage) $318,097
Subtotal - Estimated Cost excluding land acquisition $20,459,580

TOTAL $21,459,580- $22,459,580

Total Cost (with markups)Improvement

Development Budget Summar y 7.0

The total estimated development budget for all of the improvements shown on the
final Master Plan is between $21,459,580 and $22,459,580.  A detailed breakdown
is provided in Appendix D.  The following lists summarizes the top priorities of the
steering commitee and their estimate costs.
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Appendix A
Opinion of  Cost
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Appendix B
Tabulation of Concerns

and Interests  from
Public Meeting



Tribble Mill Park Master Plan
Park Concerns Form Tabulations Gwinnett Dept. of Community Services
73 forms returned
May 22, 2008 EDAW

Community Concern Times Mentioned Ranking
Partner with established volunteer groups for trail construction and maintenance 28 1
Maintain Natural Trail Surface Mileage >12 Miles 27 2
New amenities should not eliminate or impact existing trails 24 3
Do not widen natural trails 21 4
No Dog Park 19 5
Maintain and replace technical aspects of natural trails 14 6
Keep Existing Creek Crossings 14 6
Partner with established volunteer groups for trail signage 14 6
No clear cut (maintain green space) 12 7
Prevent erosion on trails 8 8
No change to park 7 9
No additional pavement 6 10
Safety/ more police presence 5 11
Keep Chandler Lake Passive and undeveloped 3 12
No ball fields 3 12
Protect Eco-Sensitive Areas 3 12
Open entrance off Chandler or Ozora Church Road 3 12
Do not fence granite outcrops 3 12
No disc golf course 3 12
Do not pave natural trails 3 12
New trail system was stated before input process for meeting 3 12
Keep equestrian trails 3 12
Litter 2 13
Improve horse trail safety- no loose or slippery rocks, or steep slopes 2 13
Do not open entrance off Ozora Church Road 2 13
Better access  to Upper Lake (Chandler Lake) 2 13
Avoid expensive difficult to maintain trails (like ravine trail at Little Mulberry) 1 14
Conflicts between horses and bicyclists 1 14
Make a decision on whether or not to allow parking on Chandler Lake Road 1 14
Enforce Leash Law for dogs 1 14
Light Multi-path-stay open later 1 14
Trails currently being built do not conform with established trail building rules 1 14
No parking near water 1 14
Add horse crossing on road going to meadow with signage and stripping 1 14
Safety Signage/ enforcement for use of bike helmets 1 14
Add Horse trails 1 14
Designated area for fisherman 1 14
Weedy Lake makes kayaking difficult 1 14
Fence and post signage in eco-sensitive areas 1 14
Longer Trails with loops 1 14
Separate bike trails from walking trails 1 14
Bikers nearly run over walkers 1 14
Future development should not add additional maintenance issues 1 14
Equitable allocation of resources for all users 1 14
No paid access 1 14
Provide maintenance on existing paved trail 1 14
Correct entry road- lanes are hard to see 1 14
Provide maintenance on play structure 1 14
More speed bumps 1 14
Maintain existing character 1 14
Add pets on leash sign at entrances to paths 1 14
Construct trails in a sustainable manner 1 14
Get users involved in a public safety watch program 1 14
Put new features in new parks 1 14
Locate dog park at spillway- away from equestrian and mountain bike users 1 14
Fences on lakes limit scenic value 1 14



Tribble Mill Park Master Plan
Community Interest Form Tabulations Gwinnett Dept. of Community Services

73 forms returned
May 22, 2008 EDAW

First Second Third Fourth Fifth No Rank
Multi-use Natural Trails 38 13 1 1 23
Equestrian Parking Lot (Keep Existing) 20 20
Mountain Biking Parking Lot 16 1 15
Bike Trails 13 8 2 1 2
Equestrian Trails 14 9 2 3
Paved Multi-Use Path Connection to other Parks (Harbins) 8 1 7
Additional Paved Multi-Use Trails 5 5
Playgrounds 8 2 1 1 2 2
Trail Signage 7 7
Parking close to entry 5 5
Trail Completion 5 2 1 2
Restrooms (one vote for restroom at boat ramp) 5 2 2 1
Picnic Facilities 4 1 3
Walking Trails 4 4
Trail Maps 2 2
Natural Path Connection to Harbins Park 2 2
Dog Park 2 1 1
Boat Rental Venue 2 1 1
Camping 1 1
Dog Park with Water Access 1 1
Seating by Paved Trails 1 1
New Facilities at Chandler Lake 1 1
Water Fountains 1 1
Water Access for Horses- Ecologically Friendly 1 1
Skateboard and Roller Skate Area 1 1
Safety/First Aid Station 1 1
Fishing Area 1 1
Educational Signage (at sensitive ecological areas) 1 1
Ponds 1 1
Nature Center with Education Programs about Plant and Animals 1 1
Organized nature trails with walks 1 1
Aquatic Center 1 1
Swimming Pool 1 1
Amphitheater 1 1
Cardio Fitness Trail 1 1
Signage at New Hope Road 1 1
Cross Country Course 1 1
Additional Parking in the Chandler Road area (but no parking lot) 1 1
Horse related events 1 1

RankingProgram or Facility Times Mentioned
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Tribble Mill Park Master Plan
Park Overview and Scheduling Meeting
9-04-08
Gwinnett Justice Administration Center

Attendees:
Steering committee members – Kelly Keating, Jessie Parker, Ronnie Pesserilo, Daryl Clark, Stephen
Konigsberg, John Patterson, Jerome Brown, Jeremy Means, James Tigue, Kathy Bodnar, Eloise Carter,
Priscilla Casciolini, Danielle Kutter, Heike McMillan, Jack Orkin, Eric Spencer, Ed Jacob, Vicki Jacob,
Christopher Albers

Rex Schuder, Gwinnett County Department of Community Services
Grant Guess, Gwinnett County Department, Park and Rec. Planning and Development

Micah Lipscomb, EDAW
Young Ae Chung, EDAW

Rex Schuder
Objective for tonight’s meeting: brief overview of planning history of the park and project scheduling.
Provided an overview of the planning history for the park:
- Three previous plans were discussed: RC&D Plan, Jaeger Master Plan and Trail System Study done

by Jordan, Jones & Goulding.
- Current park consists of planned and unplanned components.
- RC&D Plan (November 1979)

o Played significant role in assisting Gwinnett County with federal funds
o RC&D helped in assembly of land for the park
o Focus on the development of water based recreation
o Principle benefit from this plan was the preservation of granite outcrop, plan was forward

thinking with its preservation of these rare plants
o Focused on water recreation and primitive camping which suited for the rural landscape of

Gwinnett County
- Jaeger Master Plan (1988)

o High emphasis on water recreation (boating, swimming, and fishing), historic preservation,
picnicking, fencing granite outcrops

o Two lakes of different uses: one for fishing only and other for boating
o Swimming beach was created by boating lake and other amenities such as picnic pavilion,

camping sites, passive recreation areas, equestrian trails, and festival field
- Trail System Study by Jordan & Goulding (1998)

o As Gwinnett grew, different demands for the park created, suburbanization made the old
model of a regional park with camping and other amenities obsolete

o Rather than developing another master plan for the park, a study of trail system was done,
elements from the Jaeger plan were assumed to carry over, such as the picnic area near
Ozora Lake.

o A multi-purpose trail loop planned for perimeter of large recreation lake.  This Trail was not
completed entirely around lake, forcing pedestrians to share vehicular bridge to complete
a smaller loop.  The multi-purpose trail became the most heavily used element in the park.

o Festival field concept further developed in this plan with playground, pavilion, restroom,
parking area and other elements.  An amphitheater was built as concert space but was
never used for such events and divided the space

o Additional 49 acre tract to the southwest of property was added around 1999, two
additional tracts (17.88 ac.) added along Callie Still Road were added in 2007. None of this
additional acreage was included in previous studies

- Current Issues:



o Equestrian parking area, which conflicts with expansion of the picnic area, needs to be
relocated.  The current location was never planned, it evolved into this role by default since
no other place for parking was provided. The current location creates undesirable
crossings, where equestrians have to cross roads.

o Festival Field needs reconfiguration since the space is underused and split into two areas
o Potential connection to larger greenway network system in the newly added acreage.

Multiuse trail connection to Harbins Park from Festival Field area, past Mill historical zone
to crossing over Callie Still Road.

o A well preserved granite outcrop exists in the 49 acre tract that was added to the
southwest of the park. In order to protect this outcrop from the damage done at other
outcrops the county had an 8’ tall galvanized fence added. This installation required the
disturbance of a swath around the outcrop, but it will be re-vegetated, and will ensure the
long term protection of the rare species located there.

o Other granite outcrop areas are severely damaged and need protection and restoration
o Drainage field will likely be built south of picnic area, to handle additional sewage required

with added bathrooms.  Disc Golf course and drainage field are compatible use
o Population growth increases park uses and the master plan needs to accommodate for

future demand on facilities and bathrooms
o Potential to interpret old mill site: could follow initial intention of Jaeger plan of historic

preservation with interpretive signs
o Develop better trail system that connects to the mill site and connects to future greenway

trail to Harbins Park
o Long range vision for Greenway trail system-configure to connect the three parks; Tribble

Mill Park, Palm Creek Park, and Harbin Community Park
o Fence height for granite outcrop areas should be 8’ tall on remote sites to prevent deer

getting in and 6’ tall black vinyl-clad in less remote areas with clear visibility, since deer can
be seen and released if they get inside the fence.

o The boardwalk element across the inlet wetlands of the large recreation lake needed to
complete multi-purpose trail loop around the large recreation lake is still part of the master
planned elements advanced from earlier plans and can be considered in this planning
process.

Committee agreed upon a Project schedule:
o Park Facility Bus Tour: September 27th, Saturday
o Walking Site Tour: November 8th, Saturday

EDAW will hand out inventory and analysis graphics 11x17 sheet
o Inventory Analysis and Program Meeting: November 13th, Thursday

Gwinnett Justice and Administration Center, Conference room C , 7:00 PM
EDAW presents inventory analysis findings
Committee discusses program elements

o Alternative Conceptual Plan Meeting: December 18th, Thursday
Gwinnett Justice and Administration Center, Conference room B, 7:00 PM
Plans will be mailed 1 week ahead to all committee members

o Preliminary Master Plan Meeting: February 19th 2009, Thursday
Gwinnett Justice and Administration Center, Conference room B, 7:00 PM
Refinement of concept agreed upon at alternative conceptual plan meeting,
includes more detail, grading plan
Preliminary cost estimate issued at the end of meeting

o Final Master Plan Meeting: March 19th  2009, Thursday
Gwinnett Justice and Administration Center, Conference room B, 7:00 PM
Refined cost estimate due with sector prices and line items
Once plan is decided with updated cost, assessment is made to prioritize
construction based on funding

o Hybrid Conceptual Plan Meeting (Optional)



Will be used only if committee can not reach majority consensus on plan (would
occur in place of February 19th meeting on Preliminary Master Plan, the
preliminary master plan meeting and final meeting would be pushed back to the
next agreed upon dates.
 April 16th 2009, Thursday

Rex Schuder
Discussed some issues with the park:

o Trail zones will probably be identified. Within these areas, the plan will likely indicate trails
that should be closed or repaired due to environmental degradation. The plan will not
show trail layouts since this can be handled in the field in collaboration with groups like
SORBA.

o Trail repair/healing will be a more expensive item per linear foot than trail construction
o The Committee can consider a new management plan for fishing and lakeshore repair/re-

vegetation such as the Little Mulberry Park model.
Restrict bank fishing and promote pier fishing at selective locations
Promote vegetation around the perimeter of lake

Committee Member
When would elements in master plan be constructed?
Rex Schuder/ Grant Guess
The date of construction is not known, depends on SPLOST funding.

Tribble Mill Park Master Plan
Site Inventory and Analysis Meeting
11-13-08
Gwinnett Justice Administration Center

Attendees:
Steering committee members – Kelly Keating, Jessie Parker, Ronnie Pesserilo, Jeremy Means, Stephen
Konigsberg, Kathy Bodnar, Eloise Carter, Priscilla Casciolini, Jack Orkin, John Patterson

Rex Schuder, Gwinnett County Department of Community Services
Grant Guess, Gwinnett County Department, Park and Rec. Planning and Development

Micah Lipscomb, EDAW
Young Ae Chung, EDAW

Rex Schuder
Objective for tonight’s meeting: to reach a common level of understanding of the site and prioritize
program elements.

Micah Lipscomb presented the site inventory & analysis to the committee

Slope Analysis:
- Severe erosion areas denoted on plan, including

o Perimeter path on south east corner
o Around Chandler Lake and path near road parallel parking
o Path to outcrop near Callie Still Road

Soil:
- Soil survey was done prior to park development
- Most of the undevelopable soil types are located near bodies of water and wetlands, as well as

granite outcrop areas
Vegetation:
- Great diversity of plant materials existing



o Potential for environmental education
o Especially the granite outcrops

- Areas for development should be concentrated in the early succession forest-mostly pines and tulip
poplars

- Avoid development of late succession forests-area with more hardwood such as Hickory, Northern
Red Oak, White Oak, and Blackgum

- On site specimens of Sweetbay Magnolias are unique and special to the site and should be
preserved

- Meadows
o No natural meadows exist in Gwinnett Co.  All existing meadows are created by human

disturbance
o Decision should be made about Chandler Lake edge-leave it as is as grassed or create

pockets of plantings.  Grass is easy to maintain whereas plantings require more
maintenance.

o Typical low diversity of groundcover in forested areas- muscadine located in younger
forest areas- blackberry in meadows, more interesting perennials located in forested areas
including: Jack in Pulpit, Wild Ginger, Crane Fly Orchid, Blackberry, Lady Slippers, and
Mayapple

- Hydrology
o Stream buffers described- 25’ from lake edge, 50’ from stream banks with no disturbance +

25’ no impervious area.
o Always cross stream buffer perpendicular to minimize impact to the wetland
o Variances to lake stream buffer allowed for docks and lake access for boating Largest

wetland is located in the back portion of Ozora Lake
o Potential loop circulation near the mill ruins.  Currently the path ends at the stream
o Possible pedestrian only bridge crossing at this location without sacrificing the view
o To maximize view of shoals a bridge can be located near the road, but more costly- less

expensive to build above mill raceway
- Opportunity and Constraint Graphic

o Festival Field parking-high concern area.  Currently too much parking without adequate
use.  Two major trail heads meet in this location.

o Possible land acquisition of a property near Festival Field.  [Attached graphic illustrating
area was provided by Rex Schuder, , 25 AC parcel #5218 001, owned by the Livsey Robert
Bennettt Trust, zoned R100 Single Family] Currently wooded but if development occurs on
this adjacent land, views of the park will be greatly affected.

o Perimeter buffer needed along the new development on the southeast side of the park
o Perimeter buffer along the west side of Chandler Lake is not as important since there is not

much development planned for this area.
o Discussion about greenway trail connections- above Callie Still Road on east side.  The

connection can be designed with an overpass pedestrian bridge and will link Tribble Mill
Park to Harbins Park

o Possible Greenway trail extension from west side of Ozora Lake in the future
Program elements / questions from the committee members:
Granite Outcrops

o Fencing issue-some committee members were concerned about 8’ steel high impact fence
already installed in newly acquired land for the park-Southeast portion of the site

o Fencing in other granite outcrop will be shorter and less impact
o Committee members were concerned about aesthetic of the material and how it can

influence educational opportunities and engagement of public
o Discussion about balancing preservation with aesthetics/ education- Granite outcrops are

such sensitive environment that without fencing the habitat will be lost
o Both function and aesthetic should be considered for implementation
o Possible solutions-gradation of access, signage, and public education



o Concern about public not being educated about outcrops if they are fenced off from view.
Panola Mountain boardwalk/ viewing area may be a model to provide some access to
Chandler Lake outcrops- option will be explored in conceptual plans

Environmental education opportunities
o Possibly seek grant money to start environmental education for the entire park not just for

the granite outcrops
o Hiking trail expansion throughout the site to view different plant communities
o Possible introduction of illustrative signage to educate public of proper trail use etiquette

especially if a trail is shared by different users; mountain bikers, equestrians, and hikers
o Provide more viewing for educational purposes with preservation

Equestrians:
- Issue of limiting views if trails are pulled further away from the water
- Proposed bridge crossing at the mill ruin will be only for pedestrians
- Trail along the Chandler Lake, specifically the granite crossing is slippery when wet and is

constantly wet and sloped. Reroute of trail is needed.
- Water must be provided. Little Mulberry Park will be model
Parking:
- Complaints from boaters that trailer parking for their use is constantly over-parked by general park

users.
- Mountain bike parking-possibly locate directly off of Chandler Lake Rd.

o Sight distance issue needs to be resolved if locating here
o Also need to locate changing station in the parking area
o Discussion that this area being considered for parking does not currently have

development.  The terrain is steep, so parking lot development will extend beyond the
parking lot footprint

o Discussion about alternate changing room/ kiosk location for Mt. bikers near Festival Field.
Shelters/Pavilions:
- Need more shelters throughout the park
- How many pavilions needed for the park?

o Medlock Pavilion-Do we need such size pavilion at Tribble Mill?
o Existing infrastructure is suitable for such size pavilion
o Possibly multiple smaller size pavilions and elevated to take advantage of the existing

slope and view
o Appropriate size can be comparable to Little Mulberry Pavilion.  Although small in size

people use this pavilion for weddings and receptions
o Pavilion can be located in the Festival Field and shelters can be located near existing

camping area
Dog Park:
- Current equestrian parking area is appropriate for this use
- Need to be located away from the forest to limit impact
- Discussion about dog park with water access
- Can provide direct access to water for dogs and the area can be shared with trail users by creating

appropriate fencing
- Some committee members questioned the aesthetics of this location- highly visible to other users
- Lake bank is already eroded will dogs erode the bank further
- Any ecological impact of dog access to water
- Conflict with boaters
- Possibly dog park creates bad views to boaters
Roads:
- Portion of the loop road in Ozora meadow can be cut and dead end at parking
- This portion of the road can be filled and used for additional trails
- This area is also suitable to lay sewer line for additional bathrooms if needed
- Permanent bathroom facility can be costly- sewer line or septic fields



RC&D:
- Continue participation and recognition of the initiation of park system in Gwinnett
- Possible natural history education in the park

o Management of meadows
o Natural resource conservation
o Native grass preservation and cultivation
o Natural habitat preservation
o Native American wildlife management techniques
o Issue of fire management-can be managed mechanically they recommend discing of

meadow and overseeding with native grasses
Concession stand:
- Debate about suitability for community oriented park
- Conflict with natural beauty of the park
- Not suitable in a neighborhood park, but debate that Tribble Mill is a regional park
- However, concession can be small and can support passive recreational use of the festival field

- Concession can be a small one that rents kayaks, paddle boats, and bikes

Tribble Mill Park Master Plan
Alternative Concepts
12-18-08
Gwinnett Justice Administration Center

Attendees:
Steering committee members – Kelly Keating, Jessie Parker, Ronnie Pesserilo, Stephen Konigsberg,
Kathy Bodnar, Eloise Carter, Priscilla Casciolini, Jack Orkin, John Patterson, Darryl Clark, Jerome Brown

Rex Schuder, Gwinnett County Department of Community Services
Grant Guess, Gwinnett County Department, Park and Rec. Planning and Development

Micah Lipscomb, EDAW
Young-Ae Chung, EDAW
Micah Lipscomb presented the three concepts; Option A, B & C
Common elements of all three concepts:
- Relocated Equestrian parking
- Natural surface trail expansion / enhancement
- Trail user amenities
- Festival field area enhancement
- Improve path extensions
- Historical interpretation of mill ruins
- Granite outcrop preservation / interpretation
- Dog park
- Existing picnic pavilions enhancement
- Picnic zone redesign
Festival Field:
- Option A&B open up field for more usable space
- Option A-Pavilion location take advantage of views to lake and consolidate all elements into central

space
- Option B-smaller pavilions provided instead of single large pavilion.  Elements are dispersed

throughout the space
- Splash pad-not a requested element but provided for family with children-element that can

animate the space
- Bath house-required for splash pad can have green roof-provide educational opportunity and

introduce sustainability



- Stormwater management-redesigned to bring people more closer to the lake and celebrate
stormwater as a design element

- Three different approach to engage people to water edge:
o Option A-a central gathering space with smaller intimate space of lakeside terraces
o Option B- central gathering space is the lawn terraces and lake boardwalk bring people

closer to the lake
o Option C-arch shape terraces provide intimate gathering space

- Concession
o Option A&B-easily accessible to lake but too visible-need screening
o Option C-located at the end of parking, tucked away from the main activity zone
o Snack concession can happen closer to where activities happen.  Possibly architecture of

concession building can be done to be attractive. Can be a good opportunity to have
dining area overlooking the lake

o Concession can happen without compromising the natural beauty of the park
o Declining park revenue-need concession to cover operating cost
o Good to go ahead and plan for one that is integrated into the master plan than retrofitting

it in later
o Instead of extensive concession, a simple observation area with architectural element can

be placed as a focal point
Picnic Pavilions:
- Option A-classic arrangement of Medlock Pavilion with central view line into the lake
- Option B-two smaller pavilions-size of Little Mulberry model.  Located on the hill to  take advantage

of view into the lake
- Option C-two smaller pavilions located near the lake
- Additional request from committee: explore option for more picnic opportunity near the parking by

the lake on option c
- Importance of discussion of dog park as growing population=increase in pet ownership
- Determining the size of pavilion(s) needed for the park is based on how the park is envisioned to be

used in the future
Picnic Area:
- Both option A&B, vehicle circulation ends at parking area
- All plans provide informal recreation area on the knoll
- The space is not well utilized currently
- Option A utilize knoll extensively with most forest cut
- All provide dispersed stormwater strategy
- Option A&B-significant fill opportunity which is needed from the regarding
- Option B provided opportunity to design internal walking trail next to picnic area.
- Combining the two woodland currently separated by the road can be made into one large

woodland with walking trail improvement
Committee members vote on park elements:
Picnic Option:
___0___ Option A-One large pavilion-Medlock Pavilion
___10__Option B-Smaller cluster of Mulberry size pavilion
___2__ Option C-Smaller cluster of pavilions by lake
Space Configuration:
___7___ Option A
___3___ Option B
___2__ Option C
Lake Front Edge:
___1___ Option A-concentrated edge with extensive hardscape
___0___ Option B-linear experience and dispersed activities along the lake
___11__ Option C-dock orientation provides separation from the center of activity.

   Buffer provided between overlook and multi trail.  Bring people closer to water



   and provide more opportunities to linger at the overlook.
Loop Dock System:
___8___ Shown in option B at another location
Concession:
___8___ Option A&B location
___-___ Option B
___-__ Option C
Splash Pad with Bath House: 2 votes and rejected by the majority.
Vehicle Circulation:
___0___ Option A
___11__ Option B
___-__ Option C

Pavilion location to Parking (Picnic Area):
___-___ Option A
___5___Option B
___6__ Option C-Pavilion close proximity to parking
2nd Bathroom (Picnic Area):  All committee members were in favor.
Picnic Pavilion near 2nd bathroom: All committee members were in favor.
Pavilion with 2nd bathroom area, provide additional shelter:
___-___ Option A
___6__ _Option B
___1__ Option C
Knoll (Picnic Area):
___8___ Option A
___-__ _Option B
___-__ Option C
Aquatic dog park: one vote and majority in disfavor.
Parking configuration (Chandler Lake Access):
___12__Option A&C
___0__ _Option B
Kiosk / Changing Room (Chandler Lake Access):
___8___ Option A
___-__ _Option B
___-__ Option C
Chandler Lake Meadow:
___11__ Option A-Native grass meadow
___-__ _Option B
___-__ Option C
Granite outcrop boardwalk and interpretive signs: majority in favor.
Pedestrian Bridge:
*value-create continuous loop system of trail, currently trail dead ends here.
___9__ _Option A&B-closer to Callie Still Road
___-__ _Option C

Based on consensus reached by the committee, the consultant will consolidate all the elements
committee members agreed on and will generate a preliminary master plan that will be distributed in
February.

Tribble Mill Park Master Plan
Preliminary Master Plan
2-19-09
Gwinnett Justice Administration Center



Attendees:
Steering committee members – Kelly Keating, Jessie Parker, Stephen Konigsberg, Kathy Bodnar, Eloise
Carter, Priscilla Casciolini, Jack Orkin, John Patterson, Darryl Clark, Jerome Brown, Jeremy Means, Heike
McMillan, Ellis Lamme

Rex Schuder, Gwinnett County Department of Community Services
Grant Guess, Gwinnett County Department, Park and Rec. Planning and Development

Micah Lipscomb, EDAW
Young-Ae Chung, EDAW

Micah Lipscomb presented the preliminary master plan
The attached program element summary was distributed to the committee

Comments from committee members after the presentation:
- Concern for architecture update of existing pavilions to match new pavilion.  Micah responded that

recommendation will be documented in the final master plan.
- Concern for ADA access expressed, Micah responded that ADA access is provided throughout the

Festival Field and Picnic Zone areas, however in two locations in the Festival Field there are two
locations where the most direct route is not ADA accessible but an ADA route is provided, Rex
Schuder asked that the lengths for these ADA routes be identified [ADA route on north end of
Festival Field is approximately 1,297 LF, the direct route uses stairs to traverse across the Festival Field.
ADA route on the south end of the Festival Field is approximately 1,200 LF from the concessions area
around the existing restroom and playground to the Lake edge. Direct route from Concessions to the
lake edge includes a 280 LF section of 10%  slope path.]

- On the final master plan distinguish the zone for natural surface trail
- Chandler Lake

o Low fencing required to revegetate the lake and enhance fish habitat
o Provide limited access for fishing
o Committee members all agreed on adding 2 additional piers to provide more

opportunities for fishing
- The proposed asphalt multi-path near the entry road-move the trail crossing closer to the existing

speed bump
- Add path to provide direct connection to/from the north end of parking lot to the multi-use trail

that connects with the bridge across the spillway
- Additional restroom location needed by the Chandler Road access.
- Granite outcrop fencing

o Fence type debated, several options discussed-split rail fence, black vinyl clad chain link
fence 6’ or 42” ht.  limited fencing.

o Rex Schuder stated that in order to provide the appropriate habitat for the outcrops to
regenerate, complete perimeter fencing has to be provided

o Committee members agreed after discussing cost and maintenance issues that black vinyl
clad chain link fence is the best option

o Fencing should not impact existing trails around the outcrop
- Paved pedestrian connection is needed from the parking lot in the picnic area to the existing multi-

path
- Committee member, Stephen Konigsberg recommended a sign for the natural surface trail.  This

text is submitted for consideration by committee, comments will be discussed at the final master
plan meeting:

Bike/Horse/Hiker Etiquette
These trails are multi-use. That means that mountain bikers, equestrians and hikers use them.

Horses may be unpredictable. Passing on the trail must be done correctly to avoid severe injury.



Bikers: When approaching from the opposite direction, bikers should stop and get off their bikes

while the horses pass. When approaching a horse from the rear, stop and communicate with the

equestrian so they might calm their horse for you to walk by.

When approaching hikers from the opposite direction, slow down.  When approaching hikers from

the rear, slow down and announce on which side you intend to pass.

Hikers: Be alert and step aside for bikers. When approaching equestrians announce yourself so that

they may calm their horse.

Equestrians: Please cooperate with bikers and hikers to observe the above trail rules to help keep

everyone safe.

- Parcel next to festival field that was discussed in last meeting for possible acquisition is 25 acres and
owned by an estate.  Based on local real estate price, the parcel is estimated to be about $1-2
million.

- The existing fund for Tribble Mill Park from SPLOST is $1 million.
- EDAW will show the total park acreage on the final master plan drawing
- EDAW will adjust plans and estimate to reflect porous asphalt in proposed parking areas

Tribble Mill Park Master Plan Update
Final Master Plan Meeting Minutes
3-19-09
Rhodes Jordan Park Community Center

Attendees:
Steering committee members – Kelly Keating, Jessie Parker, Stephen Konigsberg, Kathy Bodnar, Eloise
Carter, Priscilla Casciolini, Jack Orkin, John Patterson, Heike McMillan

Rex Schuder, Gwinnett County Department of Community Services
Grant Guess, Gwinnett County Department, Park and Rec. Planning and Development

Micah Lipscomb, EDAW
Micah Lipscomb outlined the changes made in the final master plan graphics:
- On the final master plan distinguish the zone for natural surface trail zone boundary delineated on

plan
- Pedestrian bridge over Tribble Mill Creek moved slightly towards Callie Still Road to minimize

impacts to the outcrop
- (2) Fishing piers added to Chandler Lake
- Trail crossing for Lake Ozora loop multipath at road moved to the existing speed bump
- Path added to provide direct connection to/from the north end of parking lot to the multi-use trail

that connects with the bridge across the spillway
- Additional restroom added for the Chandler Road improvement area
- Trail length noted- with complete Lake Ozora loop new length would be 3.77 miles
- Paved pedestrian connection path added from the parking lot in the picnic area to the existing

multi-path
- Pedestrian only natural surface trail loop added near the parking lot
- Porous asphalt added in new parking areas
- Committee approved of bike/ horse/ hiker etiquette text proposed by committee member, Stephen

Konigsberg. This text will be included in the Master Plan Report
Prioritization discussion:
- Revised estimate was distributed to the committee.  A summary estimate informed a discussion

about priorities.  This summary included the soft costs markups in the totals for each improvement.



- Rex Schuder asked that Harbins Park Greenway extension be taken off the Tribble Mill Park
prioritization list since this amenity would be part of a greenway trail to Harbins Park

- Committee prioritized improvements- summary of discussion is included in these minutes
- Committee debated the merits of making land acquisition their top priority

o Pros: land is inexpensive now,  land should be added before it is developed, granite
outcrop would be preserved, provides a better connection between two natural trail
surface areas, protects view shed of Festival Field (centerpiece of Master Plan)

o 7 votes in support of this as top priority
- Following improvements made as a second priority: Chandler Lake Outcrop Perimeter Fencing,

Lake Ozora loop multipath, and natural surface trail enhancements. Sentiment of the committee
that these improvements would open up access to an underappreciated section of park. Culvert
extension at Chandler Road included in the natural trail surface enhancements. Unanimous
approval for this item.

- Following improvements made as a third priority: Chandler Lake Native Grass Meadow and Buffer
Plantings, Chandler Lake Bank Restoration (includes piers and bank fencing).

- In discussions about the entrance road committee established that if road is realigned and new
parking is added in this area, and then landscaping MUST be included in the construction.  This area
is the front door of the park, and an attractive appearance must be established.  The county should
not cut costs in landscaping in this area.  Committee asked that $12,000 budget for landscaping in
this area to be increased in the estimate.  Master Plan report will emphasize the committee’s
opinion about the development of this area.

- Attached summary table summarizes remaining priorities
- Committee offered unanimous approval of final master plan graphics.  Plans can be presented to

Recreation Authority.
- Rex Schuder announced that committee members are invited to attend the Recreation Authority

Meeting on Thursday April 16th at 3 PM.  The Rec. Authority will review the plan at this time.  Tribble
Mill will likely be first on the agenda.

Tribble Mill Park Master Plan Update
Recreation Authority  Meeting  Minutes
4-16-09
Gwinnett County Justice and Administration Center
Attendees:
Steering committee members –Priscilla Casciolini, Ellis Lamme
 Recreation Authority Members
Rex Schuder, Gwinnett County Department of Community Services
Grant Guess, Gwinnett County Department, Park and Rec. Planning and Development

Micah Lipscomb, EDAW
Micah Lipscomb provided an overview of the Tribble Mill Master Plan.  The committee’s top
priority of land acquisition was outlined.
Recreation authority members discussed the fact that different user groups share the natural
surface trails.  A steering committee member stated that she does not like this arrangement.
The observation was made that the shared trail use is not ideal, but given the limited trail area
this seems like the best option.  Rex Schuder stated that language for a trail etiquette sign will
be included in the master plan report.
A recreation authority member observed that the location of the reinforced turf area shown in
the Festival Field parking lot should be reconsidered.  A lower traffic area would be more
appropriate for this material.  The recreation authority requested that this modification be
made. EDAW will revise the plan to locate the reinforced turf in a less conspicuous area.

The recreation authority approved the master plan with the caveat that the reinforced turf area should
be relocated.
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Appendix D
Tribble Mill  Park Histor y
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I.  INTRODUCTION 

As the term “gristmill” slowly becomes a term altogether unknown to generations of people, it is 
necessary to examine those sites whose physical structures and daily undertakings once told the 
stories of families, individuals, towns, landscapes, and manufacturing feats.  Though most mills 
may have disappeared, the names of many modern day subdivisions, roads, shopping centers, 
and recreational facilities reflect the importance of mill sites as centers for maintaining community 
heritage and growth.  Tribble Mill Park is one such place whose name itself speaks of a small, yet 
important, site along a tributary of the Alcovy River, where families of millers and entrepreneurs 
once worked, purchased land, and began new business ventures.  The recreational facility of 
Tribble Mill Park holds hundreds of acres, while the mill for which it was named sits atop but a few 
acres itself.  The imprint on Gwinnett County that this mill once made through its connections with 
pioneering leaders of the county continues to affect the community through the success of the park 
itself and the story its history presents (Figure 1). 

In May and June of 2008, New South Associates conducted historical research for the land currently 
described as Tribble Mill Park, with a focus on the mill site specifically.  The park, measuring 
718.228 acres is comprised of parts of land lots 218, 219, 230, and 231.  Tribble Mill Park 
features miles of paved and mulched trails for hiking, biking, and horseback riding, as well as two 
man-made lakes for recreation and fishing, measuring 108 acres and 40 acres respectively.  
Several gathering pavilions and an outdoor amphitheater dot the property, while Ozora Meadows, 
a large open field, accommodates large crowds of park visitors. 

Tribble Mill Park is owned and operated by the Gwinnett County Parks & Recreation Department of 
the Gwinnett County Government.  In order to increase its positive influence on the county and its 
citizens, the Parks & Recreation Department has stated as part of its vision statement to “provide 
responsible stewardship of human, fiscal, natural and historic resources” and to “maximize 
community resources.”  In an effort to fulfill both tasks, as well as several others, the department has 
sought to update its master plan for Tribble Mill Park by gaining a more complete understanding of 
its historic and physical resources.  EDAW, Inc. was chosen to complete this update, and the design 
firm selected New South Associates to research and compile a history of the mill and park property. 

In order to gain a better historical understanding of the land on which Tribble Mill Park now sits, 
research began with an examination of the extensive holdings of the Map Library at the University 
of Georgia in Athens, Georgia.  Historic materials and historical publications at the Gwinnett 
Historical Society and Hargrett Rare Book & Manuscript Library were studied in detail.  New South 
Associates archaeologists retrieved data for previously recorded sites from the Georgia 
Archaeological Site Files, while historians located previous studies of Gwinnett County mill sites for 
use in updating the park’s history.  The holdings of the Gwinnett County Superior Court Clerk’s 
Office were also scrutinized; however, due to a fire in 1871, relying solely on such records was 
impossible.  Due to the lack of both deed and plat information before the Gwinnett fire, materials at 
the Georgia Department of Archives and History were also consulted.  At this repository, data was 
collected from the U.S. Manufacturing Census, Population Census, Tax Digests, and Special 
Schedules of Manufacturers.  



Figure 1.
Project Location Map
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Source:  2000 Aerial Photograph
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 This report begins by examining previously recorded archaeological sites relating to milling 
throughout Gwinnett County and all archaeological sites in the vicinity of Tribble Mill Park.  A 
context of Gwinnett County’s milling history follows this discussion, leading to a presentation of 
data gleaned from the recent historical research.  Finally, a brief discussion of recommendations for 
possible future research routes concludes the document.  An appendix listing historical deeds related 
to the property is also supplied. 
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II.  ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH 

In order to provide a more complete history of the Tribble Mill property, the research began with 
what is known archaeologically about the park property.  The addition of archaeological data to 
historical research can contribute a great deal of significant information on the property’s 
prehistoric and historic past.  In particular, it has the potential to yield data about sites that once 
hosted mill seats that are not identified in the written record and can inform about the extent of 
milling and its period of significance in Gwinnett County’s history, both at Tribble Mill and its mill 
counterparts in Gwinnett County.   

Background research was conducted at the Georgia Archaeological Site files for the Tribble Mill 
Park property on June 4, 2008.  First, the Lawrenceville Quadrangle map on file was copied, and 
relevant archaeological reports and State of Georgia Archaeological Site Forms for the project 
area and a two-mile radius were photocopied.  Additionally, state site forms and accompanying 
reports were copied for any other Gwinnett County mill sites that have been recorded 
archaeologically.  A summary of this research is provided below. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES NEAR TRIBBLE MILL PARK 

Nineteen previously recorded archaeological sites are reported within two miles of the Tribble Mill 
Park study area.  Of these sites, two (9GW129 and 9GW136) were recommended as eligible for 
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  Table 1 provides a summary of the previously 
identified sites in Tribble Mill Park and its vicinity.  Four previous archaeological surveys have been 
conducted within, or in close proximity to, the park (Figure 2).   

Table 1.  Previously Recorded Archaeological Sites Within Two Miles of Tribble Mill Park 

Site Number Site Type Recorder Name/Date National Register Status 
9GW57 Small Prehistoric Lithic Scatter/Campsite Gary Barber, Georgia State 

University/ 1975 
No Recommendation 

9GW119 Prehistoric Lithic and Ceramic Scatter 
and Historic Artifact Scatter 

Chung Ho Lee, SCS/ 1978 Recommended Not Eligible 

9GW127 Early Twentieth-Century House Site Terri Smith, University of 
Georgia/ 1982 

No Recommendation 

9GW128 Early Twentieth-Century House Site Terri Smith, University of 
Georgia/ 1982 

No Recommendation 

9GW129 Tribble Mill and Granite Dam Terri Smith, University of 
Georgia/ 1982 

Recommended Eligible 

9GW130 Late Nineteenth-Early Twentieth-Century 
Historic House Site 

Terri Smith, University of 
Georgia/ 1982 

No Recommendation 

9GW131 Early Nineteenth-Century House Site Terri Smith, University of 
Georgia/ 1982 

No Recommendation 

9GW132 Historic House Site Terri Smith, University of 
Georgia/ 1982 

No Recommendation 

9GW133 Historic House Site Terri Smith, University of 
Georgia/ 1982 

No Recommendation 
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Site Number Site Type Recorder Name/Date National Register Status 
GW135 Early Nineteenth-Century Burned 

Historic House Site  
Terri Smith, University of 
Georgia/ 1982 

No Recommendation 

9GW136 Stone Mound Complex of 29 Small 
Stone Mounds and an Outcrop of Dark 
Grey Diabase Encircled by Small 
Boulders 

Terri Smith, University of 
Georgia/ 1982 

Recommended Eligible 

9GW137 Abandoned New Hope Church 
Cemetery 

Terri Smith, University of 
Georgia/ 1982 

No Recommendation 

9GW138 Eleven Small Piles of Quartzite 
Boulders 

Terri Smith, University of 
Georgia/ 1982 

No Recommendation 

9GW139 Historic Agricultural Stone Pile Terri Smith, University of 
Georgia/ 1982 

No Recommendation 

9GW140 Possible Aboriginal Construction Stone 
Pile near an Abandoned Farmhouse 

Terri Smith, University of 
Georgia/ 1982 

No Recommendation 

9GW254 Rock Lined Agricultural Terracing and 
Agricultural Field Clearing 

J.W. Gardner, Brockington 
and Associates/ 1993 

Recommended Not Eligible 

9GW255 Historic Agricultural Stone Pile (Stone 
Pile With Assorted Rusted Tin 
Fragments) 

J.W. Gardner, Brockington 
and Associates/ 1993 

Recommended Not Eligible 

9GW256 Prehistoric Lithic Scatter J.W. Gardner, Brockington 
and Associates/ 1993 

Recommended Not Eligible 

9GW354 Prehistoric Site on the “John B. Coffee 
Place” 

Recorded by Dan Battle 
(UGA Site Files), Information 
Sent By Angela Trigg, of the 
Gwinnett History Museum/ 
2007 

No Recommendation 

 

PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEYS IN OR NEAR TRIBBLE MILL PARK 

Archaeological survey work in the vicinity of the park began in 1973 with Roy S. Dickens and 
Gary Barber’s Archaeological Survey of Clayton, Dekalb, and Gwinnett counties.  The University of 
Georgia, under contract with the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, conducted the project 
between September 1, 1973 and June 1, 1975.  A total of 199 sites were located through field 
survey and documentary research in the three-county area during the project.  

Near the park, the Dickens and Barber survey recorded one site, 9GW57 (Figure 2).  The State of 
Georgia Archaeological Site Form for 9GW57 provided little information about the site.  
Reportedly, the site is located in a cultivated field on an eroded ridgetop.  Artifacts collected at 
9GW57 included a “small amount of quartz lithic material.”  The site size reported on the site form 
is three acres.  According to the 1975 survey report, site 9GW57 is listed as “State Significant” in 
a summary table (Dickens and Barber 1975:34); however, no official assessment of the site’s 
National Register status is provided on the state site form.   

In February 1976, Sheila K. Caldwell and A.R. Kelly conducted an Archaeological and Historical 
Survey of Tribble Mill Creek Drainage Area.  The survey investigated a total of 6,000 acres 
comprising the total drainage of Tribble Mill Creek.  Tribble Mill Park is located within the eastern 
portion of the Caldwell/Kelly survey parcel.  Twenty-four sites were recorded during the survey 
(Caldwell and Kelly 1976:3).   



Figure 2.
Previously Recorded Archaeological Sites and Surveys Areas
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Source:  1992 USGS Quadrangle Lawrenceville, Georgia
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The five sites recorded within the current Tribble Mill Park property (9GW128, 9GW129, 
9GW132, 9GW133, and 9GW138) were documented during the Caldwell and Kelly survey 
project.  Of particular note to the current project, site 9GW129 is the remains of Tribble Mill, fully 
described in the next section.   

Site 9GW136, located west of the park, is described by Caldwell and Kelly (1976:42) as 
“undoubtedly the most important single archaeological site discovered in the Tribble Mill survey.”  
Site 9GW136 is interpreted as a well-preserved stone mound complex which appears “aboriginal 
and prehistoric.”  The site consisted of: 

29 small stone mounds, and an outcrop of grey diabase, which has additional small 
rounded boulders of diabase placed on either side of the outcrop to form a long, 
low mound.  The long low mound is approximately 20 feet in width.  The upslope 
additions consist of a single layer of rounded boulders, averaging six by eight by 
four inches.  The down slope additions consist of four or five precisely laid layers of 
smaller rounded boulders averaging four by six by three inches (Caldwell and Kelly 
1976:42). 

The down slope face is between 24 and 30 inches in height.  The structure meanders along the 
upper edge of the north facing down slope for a distance of more than 400 feet.  An expanse of at 
least 10 feet around the outcrop and its surrounding boulders was covered with a carpet of small 
rounded stones (Caldwell and Kelly 1976:44).  Each of the 29 small stone mounds are reported as 
arranged in somewhat regular rows.  Each mound has isolated medium sized boulders arranged 
around it, within which are located a fairly uniform layer of rounded small stones (Caldwell and 
Kelly 1976:43).  Caldwell and Kelly recommended that because of its nature and rare type, the 
remains at site 9GW136 are eligible for the NRHP.   

In 1978, Chung Ho Lee from the University of Georgia conducted an intensive survey and test 
excavation project of site 9GW119 in the northeastern portion of what is now Tribble Mill Park.  
The project was undertaken in order to determine the National Register eligibility of the site, 
determine the probable effects of dam construction for the proposed (Ozora) lake, and make 
recommendations for mitigation of any anticipated adverse effects to the site.  Lee (1978:5) 
described 9GW119 as being located on a ridge knoll and northerly slope toward Tribble Mill 
Creek.  The site covered approximately 6,800 square meters.  Investigations at site 9GW119 
consisted first of an “intensive and systematic survey by foot of the entire site” accomplished by 
“systematic collection of artifacts with five meter intervals along east-west transects” (Lee 1978:6).  
The second phase consisted of subsurface testing dug at high probability areas identified as 
artifact concentrations during initial surface collection of the site.  Artifacts collected included four 
quartz projectile points, 27 quartz bifaces, 17 unifacial quartz tools, two quartz cores, and 127 
fragments of lithic debitage.  Four prehistoric ceramics including one Simple Stamped example 
and three Plain grit-tempered sherds were also collected from 9GW119.  Additionally, 42 historic 
artifacts including pearlware ceramics, stoneware, whiteware, and light blue and brown bottle 
glass fragments were collected (Lee 1978:7).  Lee recommended that 9GW119 was not eligible for 
the NRHP.   
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In 1994, Jeffrey W. Gardner of Brockington and Associates investigated a 26-mile segment of the 
proposed Outer Perimeter corridor west of the park.  The project ran through portions of Gwinnett, 
Newton, Rockdale, and Walton counties.  Gardner recorded and evaluated 28 archaeological 
sites and 30 isolated finds in the course of the project.  Three of these, 9GW254, 9GW255, and 
9GW256, are located within two miles of the park’s periphery.  These three sites were 
recommended not eligible for the NHRP.  Three other sites recorded in Rockdale County during the 
project were recommended eligible for NRHP, but are not in the vicinity of the study area.   

Of the nineteen sites within two miles of the APE, five are attributed to the prehistoric occupation of 
the property (9GW57, 9GW119, 9GW136, 9GW256, and 9GW354).  Additionally, one site, 
9GW140, a stone pile, is described as “possibly aboriginal.”  Of the remaining sites, seven are 
historic houses, presumably contemporaneous with the operation of Tribble Mill (9GW127, 
9GW128, 9GW130, 9GW131, 9GW132, 9GW133, and 9GW135).  The mill remains are 
recorded as 9GW129; and the historic New Hope Church Cemetery (9GW137), is likely the final 
resting place for at least a few employees or customers of Tribble Mill.  The remaining four sites are 
most likely remnants of agricultural activities in the Tribble Mill vicinity, including rock-lined 
terracing (9GW254), and the agricultural stone-clearing piles that comprise sites 9GW138, 
9GW139, and 9GW255.   

RECORDED GWINNETT COUNTY HISTORIC MILL SITES 

Eight historic mill sites have been recorded archaeologically in Gwinnett County (Table 2).  The 
Tribble Mill site, 9GW129, was the first to be recorded in 1975 and it was recommended eligible 
for the NRHP at that time. 

Table 2.  Previously Archaeologically Recorded Mill Sites in Gwinnett 

Site 
Number 

Name and Location Recorder 
Name/Date 

National Register 
Status 

Current Property Owner 

9GW129 Tribble Mill/Tribble Road 
and Tribble Mill Creek 

Caldwell and Kelly 
1976 

Eligible Gwinnett County Parks & 
Recreation- Tribble Mill Park 

9GW230 Strickland Mill/Level Creek Gresham 1987 No Recommendation Private Ownership 
9GW296 Unnamed/Level Creek at 

Settles Bridge 
National Park 
Service n.d. 

No Recommendation Private Ownership 

9GW306 Woodwards Gristmill/Ivy 
Creek and Woodward Mill 
Road 

Gresham 1994 Eligible Ownership Unknown 

9GW347 Annistown 
Mill/Ballard/Holt’s Mill 
Yellow River and 
Annistown Road 

Gumbert and 
Gantt 1996/ 
Loubser and 
Hamby 1998 

Eligible Gwinnett County Parks & 
Recreation- Yellow River 
Park 

9GW556 Unnamed/Mulberry Creek 
and Mt. Moriah Road 

Bill Jordan 2004 No Recommendation Pool Mountain Residential 
Development Property 

9GW586 Hugh Lowe 
Gristmill/Cedar Creek 

D’Angelo and 
Carr 2004 

Not Eligible Gwinnett County Parks & 
Recreation- Harbins-Alcovy 
Park  

9GW596 Alcovy River 
Gristmill/Freeman’s 
Mill/Alcovy River 

Azzarello 2005 Eligible Gwinnett County Parks & 
Recreation- Freeman’s Mill 
Park 
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TRIBBLE MILL SITE (9GW129) 

The remains at 9GW129 are located on an extensive area of exposed granite lying just west of the 
bridge on Tribble Road over Tribble Mill Creek.  The first visit to the site by Dr. Caldwell and two 
geographers from the University of Georgia took place in the winter of 1950-1951.  At the time, the 
structure and milling machinery were still extant but not in operation.  A wooden flume was spilling 
water to the overshot wheel; however, the sluice gate was inoperable.  The second floor of the 
frame structure was in use as a residence.  A second residence associated with the mill appears on 
a topographic map in 1962; however, no evidence of the structure was identified during the 
Caldwell and Kelly survey (Caldwell and Kelly 1976:26).   

Based on dates carved in rock and inscribed in concrete with assorted initials ranging from 1921-
1924, together with the name Tribble, the mill site was attributed to the second decade of the 
twentieth century.  Three separate visits were made to site 9GW129, during which the dam, 
foundations, and mill wheel were closely investigated and photographed.  Measurements were 
recorded on the third site visit and a series of measured sketches were made of the mill remains.  
Additionally, color photographs were taken and a geological appraisal was prepared.  
Unfortunately, none of these photographs have been found in the site files and the copy of the report 
on file has poorly reproduced images. 

The mill structure was constructed above a slab of solid granite.  A number of square piers were 
noted during the site visits in the 1970s.  The dam that supplied water to Tribble’s Mill is located 
approximately 300 feet upstream of the mill foundation.  The dam and piers appeared to have two 
periods of construction.  The first consisted of large slabs of granite quarried on the north side of the 
creek, and secured to the ground with large iron spikes.  The second construction episode, along 
the southern portion of the dam, consists of a narrow wall of boulders (averaging a cubic foot) or 
less mortared together to the top of the older wall (Caldwell and Kelly 1976:30).   

The Caldwell and Kelly report suggested that it is very likely that the Tribble’s Mill mill seat hosted an 
earlier early nineteenth-century mill.  That assumption was based on the proximity of the area to 
other known Gwinnett County mills and its association with a number of contemporary historic 
farmsteads.  The archaeologists recommended protecting and preserving the mill location as part of 
the recreational development of Tribble Mill.  The mill location is described as overgrown, but 
“picturesque,” and they suggested that clearing the area could also confirm the existence of the 
earlier mill.  Additionally, Caldwell and Kelly (1976:32) recommended that if proven to be the 
location of an early nineteenth-century mill site, 9GW129 could be one of the earliest industries in 
Gwinnett County, and would warrant listing on the NRHP.   

STRICKLAND’S MILL (9GW230) 

In 1987, Thomas Gresham recorded a late nineteenth to early twentieth-century mill and dam, 
9GW230.  Background research suggests the mill, which is located on Level Creek, is the remains 
of Strickland’s Mill that appears on the 1880 U.S. Census.  The site was mapped by the U.S. Park 
Service and revisited in 1995 by Thomas Pluckhahn.  Neither Georgia Archaeological Site Form 
submitted for Strickland’s Mill made recommendations as to the site’s NRHP eligibility.  No reports 
for site 9GW230 were available at the Site Files. 
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UNKNOWN MILL (9GW296) 

Site 9GW296 is also on Level Creek at Settles Bridge Road.  The site consists of standing mill ruins 
and a dam dating to the early twentieth century.  Eight concrete footers and an iron water wheel 
were present when Gresham visited the site (1987:103) during the Lake Sydney Lanier survey 
project.  The dam is reportedly of stone construction.  The site form for 9GW296 offers very little 
information beyond this.  The institutional site number is “NPS 67.”  The Gresham (1987:104) 
report credits the recordation of 9GW296 to O’Grady and Poe in 1980.  Site 9GW230 
(Strickland’s Mill), is located west of this twentieth-century mill site at 9GW296.  The NRHP status is 
listed as “unknown” for 9GW296.   

WOODWARD’S GRISTMILL (9GW306) 

Woodward’s Gristmill, 9GW306, was recorded by Thomas Gresham in 1994.  The site is located 
along Ivy Creek.  Site 9GW306 includes a dam, water wheel, old bridge, and building 
foundations.  Woodward’s Mill reportedly dates from the 1820s.  The mill structure burned in 1976.  
The remains of Woodward’s Mill at 9GW306 are today part of a pedestrian pathway park at I-85 
and GA 20.  Site 9GW306 was recommended eligible for the NRHP.  No report for the survey 
project was available at the Site Files.   

BALLARD/HOLT’S MILL (9GW347) 

Site 9GW347 is a nineteenth-century mill on the Yellow River at Annistown Road.  The site is 
composed of a rock wall and raceway, an intact nineteenth-century midden, and prehistoric rock 
shelter.  B. Gumbert and Beth Gantt recorded the site in 1996 during a road improvement project.  
The NRHP status is listed as “Unknown” on the site form.  Three reports were found at the Site Files 
that provided additional information for 9GW347.  Although the site form was never updated, 
apparently an evaluative testing project was undertaken at 9GW347 in May 1996.  Due to the 
integrity of site deposits from the nineteenth and twentieth century, as well as historic research that 
determined the mill was owned and operated by one of the earliest settlers in Gwinnett County and 
had figured prominently in the social and economic lives of the community, the site was 
recommended eligible for the NRHP (Gantt 1996:vii).   

Background research determined that the mill at 9GW147 corresponds to the Ballard/Holt Mill, 
which burned in 1872 and again in 1908 (Gantt 1996:30).  Gantt’s (1996:71) report stated that 
the mill was operated as a merchant mill, a multi-purpose operation that included a chair 
manufactory, blacksmith shop, wheat and gristmill, and sawmill.  Later owners added cotton yarns, 
bagging, rope, twine, thread, and cloth to the existing corn and wheat milling.  Johannes Loubser 
and Theresa Hamby of New South Associates undertook a data recovery project in 1998 at 
9GW347.  Loubser and Hamby’s project determined that the prehistoric rock shelter component at 
9GW347 was remarkably intact.  The Loubser and Hamby (1998:113-114) project also 
determined that the level of disturbance was greater at the historic mill site than originally suggested, 
as evidenced by the presence of a penny from 1953, a pop top, and a 1977 dime in contexts 
previously believed undisturbed since the mill burned in 1908.  The 1970s reconstruction of the 
adjacent Annistown Road Bridge presumably was the source of the majority of this disturbance.   
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9GW556 

The remains of a mill consisting of two stacked stone piers were recorded as 9GW556 by Bill 
Jordan of R.S. Webb and Associates in 2004.  Site 9GW556 is located near Mulberry Creek and 
Mt. Moriah Road.  The site was recorded during a 365-acre survey for a residential development.  
Based on the collection of a cut nail and one fragment of plain whiteware, the site is attributed to 
the nineteenth century.  The Georgia Archaeological Site Form for site 9GW556 is listed as 
“unknown” for NRHP eligibility.  No report for the survey project was available at the Site Files.   

HUGH LOWE GRISTMILL (9GW586) 

Site 9GW586 is a mill complex consisting of a dam, race, and mill identified along Cedar Creek.  
Recorded by James D’Angelo and Jeff Carr of TRC in 2004, the remains at site 9GW586 are 
attributed to the late nineteenth to early twentieth century.  D’Angelo and Carr recorded 9GW586 
during a survey of the Harbins-Alcovy Park Property.  No report for the survey project was available 
at the Site Files.  However, based on the title of the referenced report, it is assumed the site is likely 
located within a park.  An addendum to the site form for 9GW586 attributes the remains to the 
Hugh Lowe Gristmill, located on land lot 291.  Deeds for the property list a “two-story mill house, 
raceway, and dam, which are situated on the west side of the creek.”  The building, constructed of 
mortared, square-cut and rough granite most likely quarried on site, was 75 percent destroyed in 
2004.  The site size is reportedly 600x100 feet.  According to the site form, the site was 
recommended not eligible for the NRHP.   

FREEMAN’S MILL (9GW596) 

The Alcovy River Gristmill Site, 9GW596, was recorded by Jennifer Azzarello of New South 
Associates in 2005.  Site 9GW596 is located within Gwinnett County Parks & Recreation property 
on a terrace that slopes to the north and west toward the Alcovy River.  Remains at the site include a 
frame mill building, dam, race, and millpond.  Over the years, the mill has been known by a 
number of names including: Loveless Mill, Alcovia Mill, Pitman Mill, Freeman’s Mill, Pharr and 
Pound Mill, Pharr’s Mill, Hugh Lowe Mill (see above), Swann’s Mill and Alcovy Road Gristmill.  The 
mill at 9GW596 was the last operational gristmill in Gwinnett County.  The mill is listed on the 
NRHP, as it meets Criteria A and C at the state level, for its “architecture, engineering, industry, and 
landscape architecture.”  The period of significance at the site is from 1868-1948.  The 
archaeological recordation of 9GW596 was part of a reconnaissance for the county; as such, no 
report was written for the project.  However, the mill and its associated remains were studied in 
depth during a 2005 Lose & Associates Master Plan study for the future park that envelops the 
historic mill site. 

SUMMARY 

Historical research on Gwinnett County milling establishes the presence of a minimum of 26 mills in 
operation in Gwinnett County in 1849, at least 40 mills in 1870, and 41 in 1880.  It is possible, as 
many early mills in particular were constructed of earthen dams and perishable materials (i.e. 
wood), that they have deteriorated leaving little archaeological evidence behind.  In any event, the 
small number of archaeologically recorded mills seems to greatly under represent the scale of 
historic milling in Gwinnett County. 
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III.  HISTORIC MILLING 

GWINNETT COUNTY CONTEXT 

Late in the eighteenth century and early in the nineteenth century, the Cherokee Nation occupied most 
of northern Georgia.  Following the Creek removal in 1827, the state of Georgia turned its attention 
to the Cherokee who were almost completely assimilated to a western lifestyle.  By 1828, 
Georgians recognized that the Cherokee would not voluntarily leave the property they had 
husbanded, so legislative action was taken by which state laws were extended over the Cherokee 
Nation.  The Cherokee government was forbidden to function within the state two years later.  In 
1831, the state of Georgia ordered the Nation's lands surveyed and the state granted the lands to 
white citizens in a land lottery held the next year.  These new white owners demanded the Cherokee 
vacate the lands.  The United States made several treaties of cession with unauthorized Cherokee 
representatives.  Cherokee, who did not leave during that period, were forcibly removed in 1838. 

Gwinnett County was formed in 1818 via the Lottery Act of that year.  Before its establishment, 
Gwinnett County had been part of early Franklin County and Jackson County.  In 1818, a section of 
Jackson County and the area west of the Hightower Indian trail, east of the Apalachee River 
abutting Hall County, were added to Gwinnett.  The actual survey and distribution of county land 
came two years after the creation of the county.  After two earlier attempts to establish a courthouse, 
Lawrenceville became the agreed upon site.  Four streets were laid out around the courthouse and 
lots were offered for sale (Flanigan 1943:24-29).  The new village incorporated in 1821, offered 
business opportunities, as well as political power.  By 1849, it had expanded into a full-fledged 
county seat with a brick courthouse, a granite jail, two churches, two hotels, and two schools 
devoted to the education of each gender (White 1849:298).  Until the arrival of the railroad, 
Lawrenceville was the economic and political center of the county, which relied from the onset on 
agriculture. 

Historically, Gwinnett County was rural.  Its primary source of income was agriculture and 
agricultural-related industries.  The manufacturing schedule for 1840 did not include adequate 
information indicating specific mill sites in Georgia counties, but the demand for milling was 
universal in almost any relatively settled area (Jeane 1974:43).  Recorded in the schedule, Gwinnett 
County produced 45,297 pounds of cotton, 317,761 bushels of corn, and 47,011 bushels of 
wheat in that year alone.  The schedule listed 33 gristmills and 18 sawmills as well. 

White's Statistics of Georgia (1849: 295-299) offered a verbal snapshot of the county before 
1849.  The county description noted that the new county encompassed approximately 551 square 
miles, which were drained by the Chattahoochee River and its tributaries.  In addition, the 
headwaters of the Alcovy, Apalachee, and Yellow Rivers are situated in Gwinnett.  The land along 
these drainages was considered prime farmland by White, who commented on the number of 
fences built of stone.  The average production totals for mid-nineteenth-century farmers were 
approximately 500 pounds of cotton, 20 bushels of corn, and 10 bushels of wheat per acre.  The 
manufacturing interests of the county residents complemented their agrarian economic base.  White 
noted nine sawmills, 26 gristmills, three merchant mills, seven distilleries, and two wool-carding 
concerns were located within the count with only three functioning year round.  
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The population of the county in 1845 was recorded at 10,062, with 2,048 African Americans and 
8,014 whites.  In 1849, the post offices serving the county were located at Lawrenceville, Auburn, 
Cains, Choice's Store, Orrsville, Pinkneyville, Rock Bridge, Suwanee, Sweet Water, and Yellow 
River. 

Gwinnett County did not experience any major battles during the Civil War, but Union soldiers did 
venture into the western part of the county on foraging expeditions when General William T. 
Sherman’s troops occupied Atlanta in 1864.  The pillaged items included large quantities of corn, 
wheat, cotton, and cattle that were needed to replenish provisions.  Along Gwinnett’s Yellow River, 
such expeditions met with some resistance by local citizens referred to as “home guards” or 
“rangers,” and several small skirmishes may have ensued (Flanigan 1959:229).   

Economic and personal upheaval followed the Civil War in Gwinnett County, though the study area 
itself was physically unaffected by battles.  Following the Civil War, the establishment of the 
railroad changed the landscape of the county.  Completed in 1871, the Southern Railroad fueled 
the growth of new towns such as Norcross, Duluth, and Buford.  Twenty years later, towns such as 
Carl, Dacula, Auburn, Gloster, Luxomni, Lilburn, Grayson, and Lawrenceville received an economic 
boost from the newly completed Seaboard Railway, which cut through the center of the county 
(McPherson 1981:31).  Even with the railroad and the addition of new towns, Gwinnett County 
remained primarily rural of towns (McPherson 1981:33). 

MILLING AND GWINNETT COUNTY 

The Gwinnett Herald described Richard Holt’s gristmill as the first merchant mill in Gwinnett County 
in 1872 (Gwinnett Herald, May 8, 1872).  While being promoted as a merchant mill, it is unlikely 
that the mill would have survived if it did not do custom milling for local farmers as well.  Adding to 
this argument is the idea that farmers who recognized a local need for grinding operated many 
early gristmills and Richard Holt’s occupation was that of a planter (Hamby 1998:21).  The fee of 
“toll” for grinding ranged from one-tenth to one-sixth of the grain amount.  Merchant mills, which 
prepared four and cornmeal for town dwellers, tended to be larger, serving more non-farming 
people in concentrated population areas (Trimble 1968:11).   

The Manufacturing Schedule of the 1880 U.S. Census listed 27 gristmills for Gwinnett County.  
While the term “gristmill” technically applies to a corn mill, it is commonly used generically to refer 
to mills that ground both corn and wheat.  Of the mills listed on the schedule, 26 were powered by 
water and one was powered by steam.  The use of direct waterpower was at its zenith in Georgia 
in this time period (Trimble 1968:9).  Water powered corn mills were preferred to electrically 
powered mills because of the differences in the grinding speed.  It was believed that the water 
powered slower ground meal tasted sweeter than the electrically powered faster ground meal.  The 
reason for this was the electrically powered mill generated more frictional heat, thus cooking the 
corn as it ground.  Turbines operated nine of the water-powered mills, 17 had overshot wheels, four 
had tub wheels, and one wheel type was left unidentified.  The 1880 Manufacturing Schedule listed 
14 sawmills of which seven were powered by water, four by steam, and three by both. 

Water-powered gristmills were important place to Gwinnett County’s historic farming economy 
whose primary crops were cotton, corn, and wheat.  No undershot water wheels or breast water 
wheels were recorded in 1880.  While each Gwinnett County mill in the 1880 census ground some 
wheat for flour, it is clear that cornmeal and “barrels of feed” were the principal products of 
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Gwinnett’s gristmills.  The feed was designated for animals, while cornmeal was the mainstay of the 
county’s everyday diet.  According to the manufacturing census, all of the mills in Gwinnett County 
did custom work.  In 1880, mill owner Ansley A. Trible (sic) identified his mill along Shoal Creek 
as performing such work for two-thirds of its total production (Figure 3). 

What is now routinely purchased in stores for home use or feed stores for livestock, flour, grits and 
cornmeal were once produced at rural gristmills that operated at sites located along north Georgia’s 
rivers.  The Alcovy, Apalachee and Yellow rivers and their headwaters provided ideal sites for 
early Gwinnett County millwrights and farmers to develop as gristmills.   

Technologically, mill construction was a factor of several concerns.  First, the type of milling to be 
carried out largely determined the location and machinery of the mill.  Flour, grist, and sawmills 
were all common features of the rural South from the Colonial era onward, and textile mills grew in 
frequency during the second half of the nineteenth century.  With water providing the main power 
used in milling, the locations of the mills were extremely important.  As mills operated by the force 
(head) of water, mills were generally sited on rapid flowing streams, and milldams and ponds were 
constructed to retain water and enhance the natural head.  Where flooding was a concern or where 
mills could not be placed directly adjacent to the water flow, millraces were used to channel water 
to the mill. 

The availability of natural materials for mill construction (most notably stone) was also a critical 
factor in siting a mill.  Beyond these natural constraints, mills were also a product of the cultural 
environment.  Saw and gristmills were dependent on population centers and were largely a product 
of such centers.  The economics of milling, the vitality and longevity of mills, can be understood 
only within the context of the social communities in which these mills operated. 

Typically, a good mill site was where the level of the river dropped.  This “fall” could be used and 
enhanced to provide waterpower.  To do so, a millwright would build a dam to store water at the 
highest point above the mill and a race that could channel water to the water wheel at the mill and 
then allow it to flow back to the river.  

The mechanisms that harnessed the motive power provided by the river or stream in question also 
varied over time and space.  Jeane (1974) outlined a general sequence of mill development 
characterized by four stages.  The first stage saw the development of small gristmills using 
horizontal tub wheels; the second stage a shift to somewhat larger grist and sawmills using overshot 
wheels and later turbines.  The third stage saw the addition of flour mills to the grist-sawmill 
complex, with overshot, breast, and undershot vertical wheels and turbines used to harness the 
motive power, while the final stage was termed the integrated mill by Jeane, and witnessed full 
industrial development within single structures or associated structure complexes. 

Within Jeane’s model, the evolution of mill technology was a factor of scale (the size of the 
independent mill structures and the power necessary to run the operative machinery), complexity (the 
types of milling carried out at a particular mill seat), organization (the relationship of various mill 
components to one another, and in particular the integration of various mill operations into single 
structures or structure complexes), machinery (the use of various types of vertical or horizontal 



Figure 3.
1880 Special Schedules of Manufacturers
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Source:  Tax Digests on Microfilm, Georgia Department of Archives and History
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wheels and turbines, and particularly the evolution of site machinery in response to setting and the 
development of new technologies), and motive power (the natural and achieved head produced by 
the creek and dam).  The implementation of Jeane’s sequence was affected by social and 
economic conditions.  In part, the technological evolution of milling can be seen as a response to 
competition offered by other mills and as a product of the economic success of mills within various 
regions. 

Gristmills were an integral part of the agricultural economy of Gwinnett County from its creation into 
the mid-twentieth century. There was usually a gristmill located a short wagon ride from most farms.  
Farmers carted their corn and wheat to the neighborhood mill where thee miller expected to be 
paid, a fifth to an eighth of each bushel ground.  The resulting cornmeal was a staple of the diets of 
farmers and urban dwellers alike.  Meals placed on dinner tables on farms and in cities benefited 
from the bread, biscuits, cereals, grits, and baked goods created from flour and cornmeal.  While 
the farmer kept a portion of the cornmeal for his own use, most was sold for profit.  Grinding the 
corn into meal made it both easier to handle and transport, as well as gave the corn a longer shelf 
life.  In 1880, Freeman's Mill produced 40 barrels of wheat, 14,400 pounds of cornmeal and 
54,000 pounds of feed.   

Not only did the mill process a key staple of the population’s diet, it often served as an important 
place for people in the sparsely populated communities to socialize.  Jeane evidenced the 
importance of these mills in the social structure of the agricultural communities in 1974 when he 
wrote that though the mills were not the center of villages or towns, they did serve as the “nuclei of 
rural hamlets” (1974:106).  Often, these mills acted as hubs in a rural, isolated, and dispersed 
economy where members received the latest gossip and discussion, as well as meal and flour. 

By 1900, steam was generating 80 percent of Georgia’s industrial power (Trimble 1968:24).  By 
the early twentieth century, steam hydroelectric power started to replace direct waterpower.  Plants 
that operated by steam or electricity took the advantage of being located near major population 
centers where ready transportation and a steady supply of employees were available.  Most 
gristmills, throughout the state, ceased operation by the mid-twentieth century, when technological 
advances rendered waterpower obsolete. 
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IV.  TRIBBLE MILL AND ENVIRONS 

According to a Gwinnett Herald announcement in 1873, Ansley A. Tribble purchased half of the 
interest in 135 acres in Gwinnett County’s District 478, located on parts of land lots 218, 219, and 
231 in a Sheriff’s Sale.  A mill operated by John B. Coffee and Martin (or Mastin) Pruett (or Prewitt) 
was already located on the land.  Tribble, an entrepreneur and owner of land throughout the county, 
soon gained full interest in the land holding that was previously referred to as “Pruett and Coffee’s 
Mill.”  With the transfer of ownership, the facility was soon known as “Tribble’s Mill.”  This label 
remained associated with the mill through the twentieth century, becoming the current park’s historic 
namesake. 

Tribble’s was not the only name associated with this mill to gain recognition in Gwinnett County 
during the nineteenth and/or twentieth century.  James Marion Jacobs was the first to establish a mill 
at this site according to information in the History of Gwinnett County, Georgia: 1818-1960.  
According to Flanigan’s history of the Jacobs family, Marion Jacobs married Martha Kirk in 1844.  
Jacobs’ bride was the daughter of George Kirk of Jackson County, who received the 250-acre land 
lot 198 in Gwinnett County’s land lottery of 1820.  Flanigan stated that this is the lot that Jacobs first 
established what is now known as “Tribble Mill” (Flanigan 1959:507).  Yet, later deeds described 
the mill on land lot 231.  There are several scenarios to explain this discrepancy: there is the 
possibility that Tribble mill and Jacob Mill are completely different mills; the mill was later relocated; 
or Jacob’s owned both parcels of land, thus encompassing both land lots 198 and 231.  
Unfortunately, a fire in 1871 obliterated any deed information before that date, so that could 
substantiate any of the circumstances. 

The land lot that the mill was established on often changed owners in combination with parts of 
adjacent land lots 218 and 219.  During the land lottery of 1820, Anthony Nowlan of Wilkes 
County drew land lot 231, while John R. Skaggs of Putnam County and Abraham Irby of Greene 
County received 218 and 219, respectively. 

The family of Martin Pruett, one of the mill’s early owners, was among the first settlers of Gwinnett 
County.  David Pruett, Martin’s father, brought his wife and seven children to live in Gwinnett 
County from South Carolina via Walton County in 1823.  At that time, the Pruett family settled their 
homestead along Shoal Creek, now often referred to as Tribble Mill Creek, where Martin Pruett lived 
until at least 1879 (Flanigan I 1943:430-431).   

By 1860, Pruett, Coffee, and Tribble all owned several hundred acres of land in Gwinnett County’s 
District 478.  Recorded on the Agricultural Schedule of the 1860 U.S. Federal Census, John B. 
Coffee claimed 490 acres of improved and unimproved land on which he kept two horses, two 
cows, one working ox, three other cattle, and eight swine.  Coffee’s land produced $100 in wheat 
during winter months, $300 in “Indian corn” annually, and $5 in oats every year.  Martin Pruett’s 
land totaled to 600 acres.  Producing $60 in wheat during winter months, and $150 in “Indian 
corn,” and $60 in oats, on an annual basis, Pruett also kept one horse, one mule or ass, three 
cows, five other cattle, 15 sheep, and 16 swine on his acreage.  Tribble held around 1,150 acres 
in the area in 1860.  His annual income from crops totaled $200 in wheat during winter months, 
$870 in “Indian corn,” and $200 in oats; while his livestock included one horse, three mules or 
asses, four cows, two working oxen, eight other cattle, 15 sheep, and 16 swine.  
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All three men were active in Civil War regiments.  Pruett and his brothers joined several different 
regiments.  Martin Pruett served as a member of Troop C, 10th Cavalry Regiment, organized in 
1862.  Coffee supported the Confederate war effort by joining the 4th Regiment of the Georgia 
Militia, while Tribble was enrolled in yet another, unknown militia (Ingmire n.d.).  During wartime, 
Coffee was also selected by the Gwinnett County Inferior Court to serve as a patrol commissioner 
for the Harbins District until November of 1863. 

Although no deed was uncovered stating the transaction, according to the Special Schedules of 
Manufactures from 1880, by 1880, the gristmill once co-owned by Pruett, Coffee, and Tribble was 
owned solely by Tribble.  At that time, Tribble reported an annual income from the mill of $3,500.  
Here, it is also revealed that two-thirds of the total annual products from the mill were manufactured 
for custom work orders.  The mill’s two overshot wheels were described as 30 feet tall and six feet 
in breadth, rotating 17 times per minute with a horsepower of 12. 

In 1884, six years before his death, Tribble deeded lands totaling 142 acres including the mills and 
machinery.  The land was comprised of sections of land lots 218, 219, and 231; the same as those 
mentioned in the 1873 Sheriff’s Sale.  Based on this deed, it is evident that the Tribble family 
resided in nearby Walton County; thus, they were not living at the mill site later in Ansley Tribble’s 
life.  The description of neighboring land in this deed revealed the names of local landowners: M. 
Pruett (most likely Martin Pruett, Tribble’s former business partner) owned lands south of Tribble, 
while John Kilgore and T. J. Davis held acreage to the west.  T. L. Harris and others owned lands to 
the north and east (Figure 4).   

The Tribble name remained prominent in Gwinnett County through continued entrepreneurial pursuits 
and land exchanges after the turn of the century.  William J. Tribble, son of Ansley A. Tribble, is 
noted in a 1901 deed as owning and operating “Tribble Mill Roller Company.”  This type of 
milling facility passes grains between large, heavy steel rollers in order to yield flour products.  In 
addition, William J. Tribble owned a roving sawmill, which operated using a boiler and a wide 
belt (Figure 5).  The Tribble family also owned the mill on Shoal Creek for a number of years. 

In 1931, a Petition for Partition finally led to the mill’s change in family ownership.  By that time, 
Newton G. Pharr had acquired several tracts of land surrounding the mill.  Based on a deed from 
1905, John W. Turner sold Newton G. Pharr 8.25 acres of land in nearby lot 249, which included 
“the old mill fraction” (Figure 6).  Owning several mills at one point during the early twentieth 
century, N. G. Pharr exercised his entrepreneurial nature by supplying state institutions the products 
of his mills.  In an interview with Otis Ewing Pharr, Sr., grandson of N. G. Pharr, he stated:  

“by 1945, Newt Pharr owned five mills in the county.  Between 1930 and 1940, Newt 
Pharr had a contract with the State of Georgia to provide meal for state prison camps and 
a hospital at Lula… In order to have enough corn to fill the orders, Newt ordered corn from 
Tennessee called ‘Tennessee Red Cob’”(Pallante 1998:9; The Home Weekly 1987:4).  

Otis Pharr shared other memories including swimming in the millponds and helping to sharpen the 
millstones as a child, as well as taking a wooden pattern to an Atlanta foundry when new gears 
were needed for the mill (Pallante 1998:9). 



Figure 4.
1884 Deed Between Ansley A. Tribble and his Wife, Mary A. Tribble
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Source:  Deeds and Mortgages.  On Deposit, Real Estate Records Room,
Gwinnett County Judicial and Administrative Center, Lawrenceville, GA



Figure 5.
William J. Tribble (Pictured in Vested Suit) and his Roving Sawmill
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Source:  Vanishing Gwinnett, Gwinnett Historical Society



Figure 6.
Pharr Family
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Source:  Vanishing Gwinnett, Gwinnett Historical Society
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In 1915, Pharr acquired the mill most often referred to as the Alcovy River Gristmill, now called 
Freeman’s Mill.  This mill, listed on the NRHP, received a new rock-and-mortar dam from a quarry 
located just south of the mill during Pharr’s years of owning the site.  According to local citizens, the 
millpond at this site was often used for baptizing members of the nearby Alcove Baptist Church 
(New South Associates 2003:9).  Pharr, an active member of the community, was considered a 
“prominent citizen of the town” (Flanigan1959:303).  In 1935, he donated land and $2,000 for 
the construction of the First Baptist Church of Dacula, and another $1,000 later that year with the 
first structure was destroyed in a storm (Flanigan1959: 303).   

In 1926, Pharr acquired land just south of Tribble Mill in a purchase of lands owned by the late 
Nancy Pruett, daughter of Martin Pruett.  Consisting of sections of land lots 230 and 231, Pharr’s 
acreage was growing closer to encompassing the Tribble Mill site.  Two years later, Pharr sold a 
tract of land lying in lot 231 to Mrs. J. W. Fields, with the exception of an 8.9-acre tract that would 
provide access to the gin dam, north of Shoal Creek (Figure 7).  The Pharr family filed a Petition for 
Partition in 1931 against Clifford Jackson Tribble, Jeanette Imogene Tribble, and William Eugene 
Tribble, all minors, to divide their lands into two separate tracts to be sold.  N. G. Pharr purchased 
the land containing 41 acres made up of sections of land lots 218, 219, 230, and 231 including 
Tribble Mill (Figure 8).  Pharr would replace the wooden overshot wheel during the 1930s due to its 
maintenance requirements (The Home Weekly 1987:4).  The Pharr family ran Tribble Mill for 
approximately fifteen years, until the death of N. G. Pharr.   

Pharr’s estate was auctioned off in pieces following his death in 1946.  While L. H. Swann, 
husband of Callie Pharr Wilson, N. G. Pharr’s granddaughter, purchased the 8.9-acre right-of-way 
tract of land, Mrs. J. W. Fields acquired the 41-acre Tribble Mill site.  Fields sold her property to 
Mrs. B. B. Crane the following year.  She, in turn, conveyed the mill property to G. J. Yancey in 
1947 (Figure 9).  At some point during the twentieth century, the mill’s second story became a 
residence and stayed as such until at least 1951 (Caldwell and Kelly 1976:26).  While the Pharr’s 
no longer owned the site, the family frequented the property throughout the twentieth century for 
recreational purposes (Figure 10).   

Swann, the owner of the Alcovy River Gristmill/Freeman’s Mill since 1946, held the 8.9-acre right-
of-way tract to Tribble Mill for the next 21 years.  At that time, in 1967, Swann transferred his 
property rights to Herschel E. Stanford and Daniel B. Kenerly in exchange for “10 dollars and other 
valuable consideration.”  The Kenerly family held land throughout the area, with the name being 
mentioned as adjacent landowners (“Kennerly”) on the Nancy Pruett plat from 1920.  The Kenerly 
family owned much of the land surrounding Tribble Mill, including the mill’s land, until 1982.  At 
that time, the family transferred the land to Gwinnett County, who is the current landowner. 



Figure 7.
1920 Plat Showing J. W. Field’s Land Adjacent to Tribble Mill
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Source:  Deeds and Mortgages.  On Deposit, Real Estate Records Room,
Gwinnett County Judicial and Administrative Center, Lawrenceville, GA



Figure 8.
1931 Plat Showing Pharr’s Acquiring of Tribble Mill Site and Surrounding Acreage
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Source:  Deeds and Mortgages.  On Deposit, Real Estate Records Room,
Gwinnett County Judicial and Administrative Center, Lawrenceville, GA



Figure 9.
1947 Plat Displaying 41 Acres of Land, Including Tribble Mill Site
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Source:  Deeds and Mortgages.  On Deposit, Real Estate Records Room,
Gwinnett County Judicial and Administrative Center, Lawrenceville, GA



Figure 10.
Tribble Mill
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A.  Tribble Mill, 1958

B.  Otis Pharr, Jr. Fishing at Tribble Mill in 1958

Source:  The Home Weekly

Source:  The Home Weekly
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TRIBBLE MILL PARK PROPERTY HISTORIC LAND USE 

Consisting from parts of land lots 198, 199, 200, 218, 219, 230, and 231, Tribble Mill Park 
covers over 700 acres of land.  Lot 231, home to the Tribble Mill site, was the primary focus of this 
report due to its importance in the development of the property.  Located approximately three miles 
from the tiny town of Trip, Georgia (later Grayson), the area of land on which Tribble Mill Park 
now sits was scarcely populated throughout its history.  It appears as though much of this land either 
remained as undeveloped forested territory or served agricultural purposes for the few nearby 
homesteads.  Despite its lack of development, deed research indicates that it was associated with 
noteworthy individuals from Gwinnett County’s past (Figure 11). 

LOT 198 

George Kirk of Jackson County, Georgia received land lot 198 in the lottery of 1820.  While 
information of Kirk’s land conveyances was impossible to obtain due to the 1871 courthouse fire, 
Flanigan’s History of Gwinnett County, Georgia: 1818-1860 described the lot as the location of 
Tribble Mill (Flanigan 1959:507).  Later deeds suggested that this description is incorrect, as the 
mill site is located on adjacent land lot 231 (see earlier discussion).  Flanigan’s research on the 
Jacobs family, to which Martha Kirk, George’s daughter, married into, suggested that there may 
have once been a mill upon lot 198.  If so, it is unknown whether or not the Jacob’s Family mill site 
was located in the part of land lot 198 that now comprises part of Tribble Mill Park. 

As of 1892, the Kilgore family, one-time neighbors to J.A. Jacobs, owned at least part of land lot 
198.  However, no specific land use is mentioned in the deed between the deceased Willis Kilgore 
and James Kilgore.  The part of lot 198 acquired by the Gwinnett County Recreational Authority is 
not mentioned again in land records until 1970.  Historic maps that date from 1892-1970 suggest 
that this land was used for agricultural purposes only.  No buildings or farm structures were detected 
on a 1919 map showing the section of lot 198 that is now within Tribble Mill Park (Figure 12).  
One farm unit was shown on a 1938 Gwinnett County highway map (Figure 13), but the farm was 
no longer present by 1964 (Figure 14).  The presence of the twentieth-century farm on the tract 
suggests that at least for some time, the tract was used agriculturally. 

LOT 199 

In the land lottery of 1820, the orphans of Edward Crossbey of Greene County drew lot 199.  
Ownership of tracts within this lot changed hands frequently throughout the late eighteenth and 
nineteenth century.  Surnames associated with the property include Kilgore, Ewing, Chandler, 
Jacobs, Williams, Cooper, McConnell, and Cheek.  However, the name most frequently associated 
with lot 199 during these transactions is Brand.  The Brand family, like the Pharrs and the Tribbles, 
held positions of stature and power throughout Gwinnett County.  After years of making loans from 
the steps of the Lawrenceville courthouse, Egbert M. Brand established Brand Banking Company in 
1905.  The bank, where Brand’s great-great-grandson now lends, remains a stalwart financial 
institution within the county and throughout metro-Atlanta. 

Maps from 1919 and 1938 show buildings that were characterized as farm units in lot 199 
(Figures 12 and 13).  By 1964, the farms had disappeared echoing the land use history of lot 198 
(Figure 14). 
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Figure 12.
1919 Map Section Displaying Historic Structures

and Buildings Associated with the Tribble Mill Land Park
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Source: 1919 USGS 15’ Quadrangle Monroe, GA,

TRIBBLE MILL PARK RESEARCH STUDY



Figure 13.
1938 Map Section Displaying Historic Structures

and Buildings Associated with the Tribble Mill Park Land
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Source: 1938 Gwinnett County Highway Map



Figure 14.
1964 Map Showing Approximate Project Location
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Source: 1964 USGS 7.5’ Quadrangle Lawrenceville, GA
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LOT 200 

While John H. Ash of Chatham County was listed as the lottery winner of land lot 200, John G. 
Bennett was named as grantor on the earliest available deed associated with southern area of the 
lot.  Settling in Gwinnett County before 1836 (Flanigan 1959:418), Bennett and his wife established 
a quiet homestead near present-day Grayson, Georgia.  In 1854, Bennett deeded 200 acres in 
parts of lots 184, 200, and 201 to Steven Etcherson. 

The tract of land within the southern reaches of lot 200 associated with Tribble Mill Park also 
changed hands on multiple occasions during the twentieth century prior to its purchase by Gwinnett 
County in 1987.  As bankers, the Brand family was involved in multiple transactions involving this 
lot.  Charles H. Brand, son of Egbert, is noted on deeds associated with lots 200 and 201.  C.H. 
Brand, as he was more commonly referred to, became a prominent Gwinnett County lawyer and 
Superior Court Judge, and later went on to serve as a state senator.  It appears the land was used 
speculatively; map research did not show any buildings or structures within the southern area of 
land lot 200.   

LOT 218 

Along with land lot 199, lot 218 holds most of the acreage acquired by the county for Tribble Mill 
Park.  Putnam County’s John R. Skaggs became the owner of the 250-acre lot during the 1820 land 
lottery, but by 1873, Mastin (or Martin) Pruett owned at least part of the lot that was then transferred 
to A. A. Tribble.  After its transfer in 1873, part of lot 218 was joined with surrounding acreage 
with a section of lot 219 and the tract holding Tribble Mill on lot 231.  This property remained 
joined until 1946. 

While no buildings or structures are represented on the 1919 Monroe Quadrangle map (Figure 12), 
the 1938 Gwinnett County Highway map shows two farm units, one dwelling, and a highway 
bridge (Figure 13) in lot 218.  It is likely that the single dwelling present on this property was 
associated with the farm units on this land lot, as well as those found on lots 198 and 199, 
supporting the notion that this area was also used primarily for agricultural purposes for at least the 
early part of the twentieth century.  This lot was also devoid of buildings and structures by 1964 
(Figure 14).  Finally, the Brand family and various land prospectors were associated with this lot 
intermittently until its transfer to Gwinnett County in 1981 and 1987. 

LOT 219 

Long before becoming part of Tribble Mill Park, the northern section of land lot 219 was granted to 
Abraham Irby of Greene County in 1820.  Similar to lot 218, this land lot was at least partly owned 
by the Pruett family until 1873, when Tribble was deeded the land upon which the mill stood.  Other 
early landowners associated with this lot include Cynthia Ewing, W. H. Braswell, James Kilgore, 
and, of course, the Brand family.  Due to the absence of buildings and structures in the northern 
section of lot 219, it is likely that this area was either used for agricultural purposes or remained 
forested until its transfer to Gwinnett County in 1987. 
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LOT 230 

William Hannah of Jefferson County was given title to land lot 230 in the lottery of 1820.  Roughly, 
the northwestern quarter of this lot is now part of Tribble Mill Park.  The western half of this lot 
appears to have been owned by former business partners Masten (or Martin) Pruett and A. A. 
Tribble as early as 1884 according to the deed record.  The Tribbles and Pruetts were both 
associated with this area until 1926, when Nancy Pruett’s estate deeded her land to N. G. Pharr.  
Pharr later purchased the nearby mill section, along with more of land lot 230 in a Petition for 
Partition dating to 1931.  Besides transferring as part of the mill land, the acreage now part of 
Tribble Mill Park within lot 230 may have been historically used for agricultural purposes or 
remained forested in the early to mid twentieth century before its transfer to Gwinnett County in 1999 
and 2007. 
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V.  RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUMMARY 

While the main focus of this report was a summary of historical research on the park property with 
a focus on the Tribble Mill site, some general recommendations for future research and stewardship 
for the mill/mill sites owned by Gwinnett County Parks and Recreation are offered.  The County 
currently owns at least 50 percent of the known sites located archaeologically and may acquire 
others in the future as county growth dictates.  Heir to the historic mills established by Gwinnett’s 
industrial milling families, Gwinnett County Parks & Recreation is a strong steward of these 
properties.  A few potential avenues for further research and perhaps partnerships for investigations 
are discussed below to encourage scholarship and a better understanding of these important 
historic sites and their role within the county’s past. 

FUTURE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES 

During the course of collecting and synthesizing the data for this report, it became apparent to the 
author that a standardized set of criteria would greatly benefit assessment of mill sites for their 
potential eligibility for the NRHP.  As mill sites are frequently in the gray area between standing 
historic architecture and archaeological remains, NRHP recommendations are sometimes difficult 
for archaeologists to formulate.  In addition, many of the sites that were identified are described in 
a limited manner with little consistency in the data presented.  As preliminary synthesis indicates that 
several of the previously recorded mill sites in Gwinnett County are currently located on property 
owned by the Parks & Recreation Department, perhaps the effort can be spearheaded within this 
department to be utilized countywide.   

Taking into account the size and history of milling in Gwinnett County and its many waterways, 
more than eight mill sites were expected in the search for previously recorded archaeological sites.  
Historic documentary evidence lists scores of mills operating in Gwinnett County in the nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries.  It seems likely that other mill sites may still be waiting for 
documentation, or have already been destroyed before recordation by the rapid rate of 
development in Gwinnett County.  Aside from work conducted at Ballard/Holt’s Mill and 
preliminary documentation including mapping, photographing, and limited shovel testing at a few 
sites, little archaeological research has been conducted on Gwinnett’s mill sites.  Based on 
information provided on site forms, it seems the majority of these mill sites are likely potentially 
eligible for the NRHP when combined with historic research.  Further survey of property owned by 
Gwinnett County Parks & Recreation may reveal other mill sites yet uncovered by previous 
archaeological surveys or may yield new data on previously identified sites.  Documentation of 
these, as well as further documentation of currently known mill sites located on park property, would 
be a catalyst for sparking a local interest in the still-undiscovered mill sites throughout the county.  

Involvement of Gwinnett County Parks & Recreation as a partner/sponsor with the Society of 
Georgia Archaeology’s (SGA) Archaeology Month would increase public involvement and 
knowledge of the county’s rich milling history.  If historic milling was selected as the Archaeology 
Month focus for the state poster and the spring meeting sessions, public awareness of milling and its 
impress upon the county and state’s rural landscapes would be engaged.  Archaeological 
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professionals could begin a conversation about numerous relevant questions, including ways to: 
record mill sites; define typical features that will be encountered; discuss what makes a mill site 
NRHP eligible; and speak to mill preservation, as well as touch on reuse of mill sites, types of 
milling features likely to be found, and the geographic association of the miller and his family 
home, etc.  A full day of on-site archaeological presentations and hands-on activities at Tribble Mill 
during this event could engage local school children and/or community members, enhancing an 
understanding of Gwinnett’s history and cultural resources. 

FURTHER HISTORICAL RESEARCH POTENTIAL 

While analyzing the history of the Tribble Mill site and its immediate surroundings was possible 
through investigation of deeds and other materials, all deeds associated with the entire park site 
were not consulted.  In addition, the deed record is incomplete due to the 1871 fire that destroyed 
the county’s early records.  Despite this, the research focus on the mill property was paramount for 
this study and the main story of Tribble Mill and its surroundings is represented.  However, 
exhaustive deed searches and analysis of related documents for every tract of land now held 
encompassing Tribble Mill Park may provide a better understanding of the area’s settlement.  

A second avenue for research may yield better data.  Valuable information about the mill site and 
its surroundings may be possible to obtain through oral history interviews of mill workers, 
neighbors, family members, and other people in the community.  Speaking with such individuals 
could yield access to important documents, memorabilia, and family photographs relating to the 
area in question.  While many of the millers and their immediate families may no longer be alive, 
their descendants may possess historic photographs, diaries, etc, that could be used in site 
interpretation.  Historic photographs taken during the early archaeological surveys are also very 
important.  Such images, taken from the 1950s-1970s, provide even more information about 
Tribble Mill’s twentieth-century history.  As noted, early site photography associated with the site’s 
identification was not located in the site files. 

Gwinnett County Parks & Recreation in partnership with the Gwinnett County Historical Society may 
wish to sponsor a public event on historic milling where county residents, mill historians and 
families associated with the county’s historical mills could exchange information, oral histories 
gathered, and privately held photographs could be scanned and preserved in the Historical 
Society’s archives.  

PRESERVATION CONCERN 

Finally, echoing the need for more survey discussed in the previous section, we recommend that any 
carved rocks that obtain historical data from the mill period such as surnames and/or initials 
etched in the rocks should be recorded, stabilized to avoid further damage, and hopefully 
preserved. 

SUMMARY 

Deed research established that a mill was settled on Shoal or Tribble Mill Creek as early as the 
1860s, possibly earlier, and that the mill site remained in use until the 1940s.  Its years of operation 
witnessed the growth of milling in the county from independent small agricultural concerns to milling 
businesses, as entrepreneurs such as Ansley Tribble and N. G. Pharr became captains of Gwinnett 
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County’s milling industry.  Tribble Mill is one part of a larger story in Gwinnett County that speaks to 
the county’s agricultural and industrial heritage and the families and individuals, such as the 
Brands, Pharrs, and Tribbles that played a role in it.  Although scores of mills are known to have 
existed in Gwinnett County, virtually nothing is known of most of them.  Tribble Mill could provide a 
critical piece of the puzzle for understanding the history of the milling industry in the Gwinnett 
County. 
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APPENDIX 

Deeds Historically Relating to the Current Tribble Mill Park Property 

Date Grantor Grantee Land lot Description 

12/18/1854 John Bennett Steven Etcherson 184, 200, 201 
1:516: 200 Ac; adjoining 
Bradford Bonds, Jacobs, others 

7/31/1856 Steven Etcherson W.E. Brand 184, 200, 201 
1:517: 200 Ac; adjoining 
Bradford Bonds, Jacobs, others 

5/6/1873 Mastin Pruett Ansley A. Trible 218, 219, 231 

N:325: “flouring & corn mill,” 
half interest belonging to J.B. 
Coffee & Pruitt 

11/28/1876 
John c. 
Whitworth, dec Thomas Kilgore Unknown 

1:335: 200 Ac; begins at 
corner of Jno B. Coffee’s land, 
N-Thos Kilgore, S-Wages, 
Maughan(?)  

2/18/1879 Meritt Camp J.A. Jacobs 219 

R:235: 50 Ac; NE corner of LL; 
adjoining lands of A. A. Tribble 
of same lot, E-M. Pruitt, W-J. 
Davis 

4/8/1879 A. A. Tribble J.A. Jacobs 219 
R:236: 7 1/2 Ac; joining lands 
of A. A. Tribble & J.A. Jacobs 

5/6/1879 J.J. Bonds E.M. Brand 199, 230, 186 

P:110: LL 199; 230 1/2 Ac, 1 
1/2 Ac, 19 Ac; LL 186 1 1/2 
Ac 

1/31/1881 Merit Camp J.A. Jacobs 219 
R:236: 50 Ac; E-Mastin Pruitt, 
S-Joseph Livsey, N-J.A. Jacobs 

2/7/1883 J.A. Jacobs H.M. Whitworth 219 

R:237: 57 1/2 Ac; N-A. A. 
Tribble, E-M. Pruitt, S-Joseph 
Livsey, W-J.M. Head & T.J. 
Davis 

2/8/1884 Masten Pruett John F. Pruett 

230 (stated as LL 
130 in deed, but 
believed to be 
incorrect based on 
land description) 

2:427: SW side of LL, 100 Ac; 
SE-Joseph Livesey, SW-Day, A. 
A. Tribble, NW-A. A. Tribble, 
NE-Mastin Pruett  

7/21/1884 E.M. Brand W.E. Kilgore 199 

S:607: 191 Ac; W-Nancy 
Bradford, S-Robert Watson, E-
John Kilgore 

10/31/1884 A. A. Tribble Mary A. Tribble 218, 219, 231 

2:94: 142 Ac; "tract of land 
and mills;" S-M. Pruett, W-John 
Kilgore, T.J. Davis, N,E-T.L. 
Harris 

10/11/1887 Mastin Prewitt Nancy Prewitt 230, 231 

X:133: LLs SW 230, 125 Ac; 
SW 231 10 Ac; adjoining 
lands formerly owned by N. 
Bonds, now owned by A. A. 
Tribble, near the mill; this tract 
deeded to M. Prewitt by 
Jefferson Bradford in 1858 
(M:146) 



 

Date Grantor Grantee Land lot Description 

12/20/1887 E.M. Brand Cynthia J. Ewing 199, 200 
X:155: LLs 199, NE 200; 85 
Ac 

11/27/1888 C.P. Ewing W. H. Braswell 217, 218 
4:276: LLs W 217, W 218; 
50 Ac 

4/18/1891 Cynthia J. Ewing E.M. Brand 199, 200 
2:499: LLs 199, NE 200; 85 
Ac 

2/16/1892 
Willis Kilgore, 
dec E.M. Brand 198, 199, 218 

4:57: SE LL 218, 100 Ac; S LL 
199, 25 Ac; LL 198, 10 Ac 

2/16/1892 E.M. Brand James Kilgore 198, 199, 218 
4:58: SE LL 218, 100 Ac; S LL 
199, 25 Ac; LL 198, 10 Ac 

12/12/1893 W. H. Braswell J.W. Turner 217, 218 
7:127: LLs W 217, W 218; 
50 Ac 

11/30/1896 W.E. Brand, dec J.W. Brand 200, 201 

7:106: 36 Ac; W-M.L. 
Bramblett, S-J.R. Chandler, E-T.L. 
Harris, N-Mrs. Lowe, Mrs. 
Bramblett 

11/17/1899 T.L. Harris J.W. Brand 200 
9:430: 2 Ac; fork of Shoal 
Creek & Herring Branch 

12/31/1900 E.M. Brand Nora C. Tuck 200 

36:209: 100 Ac; W-Mrs. 
Lowe, E-Jas. Head, S&W-J.R. 
Chandler 

11/15/1901 J.W. Turner L.M. Brand 217, 218 

12:22: 68 Ac; N-Lawrence 
Lowe, S-Chandler & Trisk(&), E-
Wood & Fowler, W-Shoal 
Creek 

12/1/1902 J.W. Brand J.B. Simonton 200, 201 

20:373: 38 Ac; running down 
Herring branch to Shoal Creek; 
W-T.L. Harris, W.J. Tribble, 
H.H. Bramblett, E-M.E. Lowe, S-
Ben Chandler, N-H.H. Bramblett 

12/1/1904 Nora C. Tuck A.M. Wilson & Co. 200 

36:209: 100 Ac; W-Mrs. 
Lowe, E-Jas. Head, S&W-J.R. 
Chandler 

8/18/1905 John W. Turner Newton G. Pharr 249 

32:266; 8 1/4 Ac; "known as 
the old mill fraction;" E,S-F.M. 
Wages, W,S-Shoal Creek, N-
Robinson 

11/1/1905 E.M. Brand J.R. Chandler 199, 200 

12:335: 310 Ac; adjoining 
C.E. Buchanan, W.J. Tribble, 
Mrs. Lowe, J.B. Singleton, T.L. 
Harris, James Head, oths 

5/12/1906 John F. Prewett R.L. Kennerly 

230 (stated as LL 
130 in deed, but 
believed to be 
incorrect based on 
land description) 

12:473: SW side of LL; 100 
Ac; SW-Mary Livsey, S.E. 
Harris, Mary Ann Trible, NW-
Mary Ann Trible, NE-Martin 
Pruett estate 

1/1/1907 

J.E. Jacobs, W.P. 
Williams, W.A. 
Cooper J.A. McConnell 199 

20:51: 104 1/4 Ac; Middle 
Lot 

11/24/1908 J.A. McConnell L.M. Brand 199 

20:51: 104 Ac; N-B.F. Tollen, 
E-W.P. McClung, S-Mrs. J.B. 
Chandler, W-W.J. Tribble & 
C.E. Buchanan 



 

Date Grantor Grantee Land lot Description 

1/2/1912 J.B. Simonton C.H. & L.M. Brand 200, 201 

32:117: 47 Ac; N-Mrs. M.E. 
Lowe, Miss J.E. Lowe, E-B.F. 
Towler, S-W.J. Tribble, T.L. 
Harris, H.H. Bramblett, W-H.H. 
Bramblett; Where B.B. Turner 
now resides 

12/16/1913 L.M. Brand A.C. Whisnants 217, 218 

38:161: 68 Ac; N-Lawrence 
Lowe, S-Chandler & McClung, 
E-Still & Graham, W-W.P. 
McClung 

1/2/1917 E.M. Brand, dec Heirs of B.B. Turner 200, 201 

31:462: 47 Ac; N-Mrs. M.E. 
Lowe, Miss J.E. Lowe, E-B.F. 
Towler, S-W.J. Tribble, T.L. 
Harris, H.H. Bramblett, W-H.H. 
Bramblett 

12/6/1918 Mrs. S.L. Foster J.T. Towler 200, 201 

33:276: 47 Ac; N-Mrs. M.E. 
Lowe, Miss J.E. Lowe, E-B.F. 
Towler, S-W.J. Tribble, T.L. 
Harris, H.H. Bramblett, W-H.H. 
Bramblett 

11/30/1921 
A.M. Wilson & 
Co. Emily Jane Grizzel 200 

36: 319: 27.6 Ac; E-J.L. 
Grizzel, N-Jap Duncan, W-J.T. 
Towler, S-W.P. McClung 

11/30/1921 A.C. Whisnant Emily Jane Grizzel 217, 218 

37:50: 68 Ac; N-Lawrence 
Lowe, E-Shoal Creek, S-W.P. 
McClung & Grizzel, W-W.P. 
McClung & Grizzel, E-Still & 
Graham 

12/4/1922 

C.H. & L.M. 
Brand, exec of 
Gwinnett Co. J.T. Towler 200 

40:282: 15 Ac; bounded on 
all sides by J.T. Towler, includes 
formerly known as Dudley 
Bonds Mill tract 

11/1/1926 
Emily Jane 
Grizzel D.A. Lunsford 200, 217, 218 

42:266: 95.6 Ac; N-Lawrence 
Lowe, E-John Fowler, G.W. 
Wiliams, Hillyard Woodruff, GA 
Loan and Trust Co., S-W.J. 
Tribble, Shoal Creek, W-Frank 
Booth, T.A. McClung, Tom 
Towler 

11/2/1926 
Nancy Pruett, 
dec N. G. Pharr 230, 231 

45:530: 58.9 Ac; N-Tribble 
Mill property, J.W. Fields; E-E. 
Kennedy; W-R.L. Kennerly, 
Tribble Mill property 

12/20/1927 D.A. Lunsford John Lunsford, et al. 200, 217, 218 

42:360: 95.6 Ac; N-Lawrence 
Lowe, Jap Duncan, W-John 
Fowler, G.W. Willams, Hillyard 
Woodruff, GA Loan and Trust 
Co., S-W.J. Tribble, Shoal 
Creek, W-Frank Booth, T.A. 
McClung, Tom Towler 

12/12/1928 N. G. Pharr J.W. Fields Unknown 

45:600: 5th Dist; 50 Ac; Fields 
agrees to give Pharr right back 
to water from a 10-ft dam to be 
erected at "old Gin Dam place," 
ROW on N side of Shole Creek 



Date Grantor Grantee Land lot Description 

8/1/1931 

Clifford Jackson 
Tribble, Jeanette 
Imogene Tribble, 
William Eugene 
Tribble (all minors 

N. G. Pharr, S.E. Pharr, 
Mrs. H.H. Pharr 

218, 219, 230, 
231 

Petition for Partition 52:363: 
41 Ac;  

10/25/1938 J.T. Towler W.T. Cullen 200, 201 

66:44: 138 1/2 Ac; N-Mrs. 
Lowe, W.P. McClung, E-W.P. 
McClung, Frank Booth; S-Frank 
Booth, G.W. Webb, W-G.W. 
Webb, Turner, Brantley 

6/24/1939 W.T. Cullen Howell W. Kitchell 200, 201 

67:140: 138 1/2 Ac; N-Mrs. 
Lowe, W.P. McClung, E-W.P. 
McClung, Frank Booth; S-Frank 
Booth, G.W. Webb, W-G.W. 
Webb, Turner, Brantley 

3/1/1946 N. G. Pharr, dec L.H. Swann 231 274:427: 8.9 Ac;  

7/26/1946 Mrs. J.W. Fields Lytha & J.B. Horton 
218, 219, 230, 
231 

81:249: 41 Ac; NW-Charley 
Robinson, NE-Mrs. J.W. Fields, 
S,SW-R. Kennerly Estate, W-
Mrs. Woody Tribble, SW-Tribble 
Mill Creek 

6/26/1947 
Mrs. B.B. Crane, 
Mrs. J.W. Fields G.J. Yancey 231 

86:211: 41 Ac; N-Robinson, 
E-Fields, S-Kennerly Estate, W-
Tribble & Tribble Mill Creek 

5/14/1949 
Mrs. Essie Mae 
Buchanan R.L. & Dora Lee Kennerly 

230 (stated as LL 
130 in deed, but 
believed to be 
incorrect based on 
land description) 

88:484: NW-Jack Tribble, Billie 
Tribble, Mrs. Jeanette Cofer, 
NE-Mrs. J.W. Fields, SE-R.G. 
Livsey Estate, J.C. Hamner, SW-
R.G. Livsey Estate 

3/31/1955 
Howell W. 
Kitchell Ernest M. Wiliams 200, 201 

69:591: 138 1/2 Ac; N-Mrs. 
Lowe, W.P. McClung, E-W.P. 
McClung, Frank Booth; S-Frank 
Booth, G.W. Webb, W-G.W. 
Webb, Turner, Brantley 

6/1/1967 Lewis H. Swann 
Daniel Kenerly, Herschel 
E. Stanford 231 275:258: 8.9 Ac 

8/29/1969 
Ernest M. 
Williams 

Jimmie R. Clower, Sr., 
James D. Killingsworth 200 331:55: 84.24 Ac 

1/30/1970 Hugh G. Cheek Wedgewood Land Corp 198, 199 342:238: 66.42 Ac 

7/9/1970 L.M. Brand, dec Wedgewood Land Corp 199, 218 358:699: 50 Ac 

3/5/1971 
Wedgewood 
Land Corporation 

H.Rhodes Jordan, C.E. 
Smith 198, 199 375:218: 66.42 Ac 

7/27/1971 

Jimmie R. 
Clower, Sr., 
James D. 
Killingsworth Bob T. Scribner 200 392:500: 24.02 Ac 

9/1/1971 Larry W. Davis Jack A. & Carolyn Cline 199, 200 400:99 

9/3/1971 
Wedgewood 
Land Corporation Norris J. Nash 218 401:1: 44.93 Ac 

5/17/1972 

H. Rhodes 
Jordan, C.E. 
Smith 

Howard W. Drane, Jr., 
Fred E. Bass, Ralph 
Freeman 198 500:148: NW LL  



 

Date Grantor Grantee Land lot Description 

1/25/1973 

Norris J. Nash, 
W.R. Pruitt, John 
D. Stephens 

G.A. Nash, J.D. King, 
Roddy S. Sturdivant 199, 218 606:259: 89.42 Ac 

2/27/1973 

Howard W. 
Drane, Jr., Fred 
E. Bass, Ralph 
Freeman 

Mason Brothers 
Construction Co., 
Mortgage Acceptance 
Corporation, Roddy S. 
Sturdivant, J.D. King 186, 198, 199 624:55: 66.42 Ac & 100 Ac 

4/13/1974 J.S. Lunsford Columbus Finance Co. Unknown 

805:240: 47.8 Ac; N-W.L. 
Lunsford, Lessie Lunsford, Mary 
Lunsford Turner, Mrs. Phoebe 
(Letha) Lunsford, E-Floyd & Bill 
Holcombe, S-Brand Estate, 
Shoal Creek, W-J.C. Hamner, 
T.A. McClung 

8/9/1974 
Herschel E. 
Stanford Daniel B. Kenerly 231 861:41: 8.9 Ac 

4/1/1975 

G.A. Nash, J.D. 
King, Roddy S. 
Sturdivant 

Norris J. Nash, W.R. 
Pruitt, John D. Stephens 199, 218 977:281: 89.42 Ac 

8/30/1975 
W.E. Pruitt, John 
D. Stephens Norris J. Nash 199, 218 1071:300: 29.81 Ac 

8/31/1977 Bob T. Scribner 
Bernice & Howard L. 
Sherman 200 1335:59 

9/11/1978 Daniel B. Kenerly 
Hulon V. & Leta G. 
Kenerly 231 1549:129: 8.9 Ac 

6/9/1981 Norris J. Nash Gwinnett County 199, 218 2191:152: 29.8042 Ac 

12/11/1981 
Columbus 
Finance Co. 

Herbert Silvin Lunsford, et 
al.  218 2551:408: 10.715 Ac 

1/19/1982 

G.A. Nash, J.D. 
King, Elm 
Properties, Inc Gwinnett County 218 2315:197: 44.9239 Ac 

1/20/1982 
Hulon V. & Leta 
G. Kenerly Gwinnett County 231 2315:296: 9576 Ac 

1/21/1983 
Thomas T. 
Hamilton Gwinnett County 218 2497:574: 17.975 Ac 

3/1983 
Beatrice Lunsford, 
et al. Gwinnett County 218 2551:405: 10.715 Ac 

8/17/1987 Gwinnett County 
Gwinnett County 
Recreation Authority 

198, 199, 200, 
218, 219, 231 

4521:275: LLs in 5th and 6th 
districts  

12/16/1993 
Lola Belle Livsey 
Kennerly Robert L. Kennerly 230 9744:2: 2 Ac 

8/4/1999 

Robert L. 
Kennerly, Dianne 
K. Ray Gwinnett County 230 18968:5: 49.732 Ac 

2/14/2007 

James B. Braden, 
Roddy Sturdivant, 
Trip Georgia LLC Gwinnett County 230, 231 

47600:190: LL 230, 10.917 
Ac; LL 231, 6.974 Ac 
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To:  Micah Lipscomb

From:   Patrick Frias

Date:   June 9, 2008

Subject:  Tribble Mill Park Site Investigation – Sanitary Sewer Service

A site investigation was conducted on June 4, 2008 to analyze the areas of
proposed improvements.  The project is an existing park located in Grayson, GA
within Gwinnett County.

Sanitary Sewer Service:

Festival Field Area
This area currently has an existing restroom treated by a septic field.  Proposed
improvements include a concessionaire / kitchen area (grease trap) and additional
restroom to service a new picnic pavilion.

The area has been researched and investigated for potential sanitary sewer tie-in
locations where the closest tie-in location is determined to be approximately
2100 feet to the south within an existing subdivision development.  Due to the
elevation difference from approximately 910 to 930, a lift station / force main
system would have to be designed in order to properly connect into the existing
system.  In addition, a creek crossing and clearance of trees are needed to
construct and connect the force main.

There is another area where existing sanitary sewer service is located, but due to
its location north of Ozora Lake, connection is not feasible.  A large amount of
pipe and manhole structures would be required to design around Ozora Lake
resulting in an expensive design and unnecessary disturbance to the park
grounds.  This option does not prove to be cost-effective.

As a third option, continued use and expansion of the existing septic field to treat
the proposed additions shows to be the most cost-effective, practical approach.
Coordination with Gwinnett DPU (Debra McKee) and Environmental Health
(Carolyn Simonton) has been conducted to inquire on the continued use of the
septic field.  After several phone conversations and email correspondences with
Gwinnett  DPU,  it  was  stated  that  all  septic  field  concerns  are  handled  by
Gwinnett Environmental Health, and connection to a sanitary sewer system is
required if the point of connection is located within 200 feet from the property
line.   There  are  three  different  sanitary  sewer  systems  located  outside  of  the
property (south of the park, north of Ozora Lake, and west of Chandler Lake).
However, due to the large area associated with the park, connection to either of
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these systems requires  a  large amount  of  pipe and a large number of  structures
proving to be expensive and costly.  The most cost-effective option is for
continued use of the existing septic field.  The County will require a
waiver/variance  application  to  allow for  continued  use  of  a  septic  field  to  treat
the sewage from the proposed improvements with indication that approval is a
good probability.  Upon approval, the waiver/variance would remain valid until
such time the condition of the waiver/variance changes (i.e. a sewer main runs
across the property when it was not previously present).

Picnic Park Area
This  area  is  located  along  the  center  of  the  park  and  currently  has  an  existing
restroom currently treated by a septic field.  Proposed improvements include
additional parking, additional family pavilion picnic areas, playground
enhancement, and an additional restroom.

The  Picnic  Park  area  has  been  analyzed  for  potential  sanitary  sewer  tie-in
locations where the closest location is approximate 3200 feet south of the park
within an existing subdivision development.  Similar to the Festival Field Area, a
large  amount  of  sanitary  sewer  pipe  and  structures  would  be  required.   As  an
alternative, continued use and expansion of the septic field and application for
waiver/variance from the County prove to be the cost-effective option.

Potential Chandler Lake Area
This portion of the site is located along the western edge of the property west of
Chandler Lake and is currently an undeveloped area.  Proposed improvements
include vehicular access off Chandler Road, picnic/playground/trail amenities,
and a restroom.

The closest potential sanitary sewer tie-in location is located west of the park
approximately 600 feet from the property line.  Similar to the other two areas,
connection would require a large amount of sanitary sewer pipe and structures.
Since only one restroom is proposed, the use of a septic tank/field is the feasible
option.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Attendees:
Micah Lipscomb – EDAW
David Sacks – EDAW
Patrick Frias – KHA
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To:  Micah Lipscomb

From:   Daranhdara Hun / Patrick Frias

Date:   July 18, 2008

Subject:   Tribble  Mill  Park  Site  Investigation  – Existing Sanitary Sewer Pump
Station Capacity and Flow Calculations

Sanitary Sewer Capacity:

KHA analyzed different areas of existing sanitary sewer tie-in location points
adjacent to Tribble Mill Park that may potentially be used as tie-in / outfall
connection points for any proposed sanitary sewer service within the park.

An analysis of the existing sewer lift station located within the existing
development south of the park was requested to determine whether adequate
capacity is available to handle additional sewer flow from improvements within
the  festival  field  and  picnic  areas  of  Tribble  Mill  Park.   The  attached  sewer
location map indicates the exact location of the lift station to be analyzed.

There is also an existing development adjacent to the park located north of Ozora
Lake that has existing sanitary sewer service.  As shown in the attached map,
due to its distant location and anticipated costs to provide sewer from the
proposed park improvements to this location north of the park, this tie-in location
does not prove feasible or economical.  This would require sewer lines to run
along the eastern edge of the lake to include crossing of the existing emergency
spillway / pedestrian bridge.  Costs would prove very expensive.

Park Attendance:

After several discussions with the architect and park representatives, attendance
at  the  park  will  be  based  on  an  average  of  650  persons  per  day  to  attend  the
Festival Field area.  An additional 250 persons per day are estimated to attend the
Picnic zone for a total of 900 persons per day.

Existing Pump Station:

Based on as-built information received from Gwinnett County Water Resources,
the existing pump station within the existing development south of  the  park  is
rated at 252 GPM with a measured rate average of 227.84 GPM.  The calculated
design requirement for peak flow from the existing development to the south is
175 GPM.  This allows for approximately 52.8 GPM of additional loading that
the pump may adequately serve.
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The associated improvements and restroom additions to the park are assumed at
900  persons  per  day  count.   After  calculating  the  peak  sewage  flow  rate
associated from the additions, this amounts to an additional flow of 7.82 GPM
that may potentially be added to existing lift station.

The existing pump station can adequately handle 52.8 GPM of additional loading
which is greater than the 7.82 GPM.  The additional flow to the existing flow rate
indicates that the existing pump station within the existing development may
potentially be able to adequately serve the existing development south of the park
along with the proposed restroom additions within the park.

There was concern that the although the Park Haven pump station can adequately
handle the additional load from the park, will any pump stations downstream of
the subdivision be undersized to take on this additional load.  After several
conversations with Gwinnett County Water Resources, due to the small
additional load from the park improvements, the County does not anticipate any
impacts to any the pump stations downstream of the Park Haven Subdivision.

Please contact us if you have any questions.
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