Use of Fireworks Safety Tips
State law changed in 2015 to legalize the sale of consumer fireworks in Georgia. Novelty
items such as sparklers and items that emit showers of sparks are not considered consumer
fireworks and are not affected by the new legislation.
According to the new law, consumer fireworks, or devices that explode or launch into the
air, may only be sold from a brick and mortar storefront. They may not be sold from tents or
makeshift vending sites. Any building selling consumer fireworks must receive an inspection
by the Gwinnett County Fire Marshal and be licensed through the state Fire Marshal’s Office.
Devices such as M80s, M100s, Blockbusters, Quarter-Sticks, and Ash Cans are federally outlawed. These devices are dangerous, contain large quantities of explosive powder, and may not
include warning labels or manufacturer identification. They may be higher-priced than other
consumer fireworks or novelty products.
Anyone who discovers consumer fireworks being sold from a tent or encounters illegal fireworks being sold should notify the Gwinnett County Fire Marshal’s Office at 678.518.4980 or
email firemarshal@gwinnettcounty.com.
Fireworks safety
Even though some types of fireworks are legal in Georgia, you should use extreme caution to avoid serious injury during your New Year’s Eve,
Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, or Veterans Day celebrations.
Let’s work together to keep Gwinnett healthy and safe year round.
Gwinnett County’s firefighters encourage you to attend a professional show instead of using fireworks yourself this year. If you are going
to use fireworks, follow these tips for a safe celebration:
• Purchase fireworks from a licensed and reputable vendor.
• Read the directions carefully and inspect the device for any defects.
• Keep a bucket of water, garden hose, and fire extinguisher close by.
• Ignite fireworks outdoors in an open area away from buildings, vehicles, vegetation, or any other combustible material.
• Ignite only one device at a time and use an ignition stick or fireplace lighter.
• Always keep a safe distance between yourself and the device.
• Remember to allow enough room for the proper functioning of fireworks.
• Always ignite devices on a firm, flat surface.
• Never give fireworks to a child and keep children away from any firework area.
• Never attempt to fix or re-ignite a malfunctioning device. Instead, discard it safely by soaking it in a bucket of water.
• Before going to bed at night, remember to inspect the area where fireworks were used.
• Make sure that no smoldering fires, hot embers, or sparks are present from falling fireworks debris. Wet the area with a garden hose for
added protection.
• Store unused fireworks in a cool, dry place out of the reach of children or pets and away from open flames.
• When discarding fireworks, remember to always soak them in a bucket of water for several hours before placing them in the trash.
• Never attempt to make your own fireworks.
• Never handle fireworks while impaired by drugs or alcohol.
• Call 911 in case of emergency.
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