December 2021
Greetings!
Happy holidays! I hope you get to spend time celebrating with your family and
friends. We've been reminded that COVID-19 is still a part of our day-to-day lives
with the emergence of a new variant. As we learn about that variant and how it
might impact us, please remember to take care of yourself and those around you.
Get vaccinated, wear a mask in public, and stay home when you're sick.

Happening Around Gwinnett
Share your feedback on the 2022 proposed budget
Chairwoman Hendrickson presented her proposed $2.06 billion budget
for 2022 in November. Now, it's your chance to review the proposed
budget and share your comments.
We will host a public hearing where you can learn more about the
budget and share comments Monday, December 6 at 7:00pm at the
Gwinnett Justice and Administration Center in Lawrenceville. You can
also review the proposed budget and presentation at your leisure and
share comments online through December 31.

Finish the year strong with a COVID-19
vaccine and earn $100
As the year comes to a close, we encourage all of
our eligible residents to finish 2021 strong with a
COVID-19 vaccine or booster. The County is
offering $100 Visa gift cards to people ages 5 and
up who receive a COVID-19 vaccine at the Finish
Strong Together community-wide vaccine
incentive event the weekend of December 10, 11,
and 12.
The Gwinnett, Newton, and Rockdale County Health Departments' site at Gwinnett Place Mall right here
in District 1 is one of the participating locations. You can find all the details about the event
at FinishStrongTogether.com.

Commissioners host redistricting open houses
My fellow commissioners and I are hosting a series of open houses to explain
how the redistricting process works for the Gwinnett County Board of
Commissioners' districts.
My open house was held back in November (thank you to everyone who
joined!), but if you missed it or you're still curious, there are several more
opportunities available:
Thursday, December 16 at 6:00pm at the Gwinnett Justice and
Administration Center in Lawrenceville with Commissioner Fosque
Monday, January 10 at 6:30pm at the Dacula Park Activity Building with Commissioner Watkins
Thursday, January 13 at 6:00pm at Bogan Park in Buford with Commissioner Fosque

Thursday, January 20 at 6:00pm at the Centerville Senior Center with Commissioner Watkins

County opens warming stations on cold nights
Gwinnett County is activating five warming stations around the
county for residents to receive temporary, overnight relief from longterm exposure to frigid temperatures of 35 degrees and below.
The warming stations are activated on evenings where
temperatures are expected to drop to 35 degrees or below. Stations
will be available from 6:00pm until 7:00am on these nights, and
residents who visit the sites will be able to warm up, eat a meal,
and get some rest. The County posts notices for evenings that the
stations will open on social media and GwinnettOneStop.com.

County seeking volunteer CPA for Audit Committee
The County is looking for a volunteer to serve on our Audit Committee. This personmust be a
practicing internal auditor or CPA. The Audit Committee oversees the County’s external and internal
audit functions. The committee also promotes adherence to policies at all levels and encourages
continuous improvement in the control environment.
If you're interested, please reach out to me at Kirkland.Carden@GwinnettCounty.com. Know someone
who might be the right fit? Please share this newsletter with them.

What's New in District 1
Gwinnett Police host food drive through December 13
Gwinnett Police are working to ensure families get the support they
need during the holidays by partnering with Hamilton Mill United
Methodist Church Food Pantry for a food drive. Residents are
encouraged to drop off donations November 15 through December
13 at their local precinct during normal business hours, 8:00am to
5:00pm.
Acceptable items include canned proteins including chicken, tuna,
and spaghetti sauce with meat; canned chili and pasta; canned soup; peanut butter; cereal; canned fruit
and vegetables; bottled condiments; cooking oil; baby wipes; and toilet paper. Learn more and find your
closest drop-off location here.

Recycle clean glass at OneStop Norcross
Gwinnett County has teamed up with Waste Pro USA, Inc., to
pilot a drop-off glass recycling program at OneStop Norcross.
Residents can bring their clean, empty glass containers to
OneStop Norcross, located at 5030 Georgia Belle Court. The
clearly marked drop-off container is located in the center’s
parking lot and is accessible 24/7.
Please remember to take your boxes and bags to use for your
next drop off; only glass should be placed in the bin.

Board approves agreement to fund Bus Rapid
Transit cost study
The Board of Commissioners approved an agreement with three
community improvement districts to fund a cost study of a Bus
Rapid Transit corridor between Doraville and Sugarloaf Mills.
The agreement with the Gateway85, Gwinnett Place, and
Sugarloaf CIDs outlines financial commitments and the
management structure for a study to estimate the capital and
operating costs for the Bus Rapid Transit corridor. Bus rapid
transit, or BRT, is a bus-based transit system that may include dedicated lanes, traffic signal priority, offboard fare collection, elevated platforms and enhanced stations.
Each CID will contribute $25,000 toward the cost of the study, which is estimated to cost $100,000. The
County will manage the study and provide the balance of funding from the 2017 Special Purpose Local
Option Sales Tax.

Thank you for sharing your thoughts on the future
of Gwinnett Place Mall

I, along with numerous County and community partners, want to
thank you for sharing your honest and optimistic thoughts about
the future of Gwinnett Place Mall. During our Meetings-in-a-Box
Day last month, 19 conversations were hosted throughout the
county in a variety of languages. We ultimately received more
than 200 individual responses about the project!
The HR&A team is working to compile the feedback and share
key emerging themes. As we await the findings and determine
our next steps, you can visit ReclaimGwinnettPlaceMall.com to
learn more.

Special Events and Happenings
Visit GwinnettCountyEvents.com or follow the County’s social media channels to learn about more
upcoming events.

"Stuff the Van" Diaper Drive
Tuesday, December 7 from 10:00am to noon
The Gwinnett County Public Library is partnering with local nonprofit Helping Mamas to host a "Stuff the
Van" diaper drive at the Peachtree Corners branch. Toddlers and infants use between 8 to 12 diapers
each day. On average, low-income families experience a diaper gap of 50 diapers a month. Donations of
new diapers of any size are welcome and appreciated. Peachtree Corners Branch of the Gwinnett County
Public Library, 5570 Spalding Drive, Peachtree Corners.

Ugly Sweater Christmas Tea
Thursday, December 16 from 2:00pm to 4:00pm
Celebrate our Annual Christmas Tea with a holiday twist! Come dressed in your ugliest Christmas
sweater for a chance to win a grand prize. Enjoy festive treats, music, and fellowship for all! Ages 4 and
up. $6 per person. George Pierce Park Community Recreation Center, 55 Buford Highway, Suwanee.

Storybook Adventures
Saturday, December 18 from 10:00am to noon
Jump on a magic carpet ride and soar to the land of imagination with us! Share and enact your favorite
stories from books, movies, and television and then feel inspired to write and draw your own original
creative storybook! For ages 5 to 8. $3 per person. OneStop Norcross, 5030 Georgia Belle Court,
Norcross.

