





Follow us on social media!
November 2020
Greetings V.I.C.s (Very Important Citizens):
November is a month full of “Gratitude.” First, we show our gratitude to
veterans, the men and women who actively and honorably served in the U.S.
armed forces. Then, many of us will display gratitude, kindness, and prayers
Thanksgiving Day as a reminder to our friends, families, and communities
about the precious lives we hold close to our hearts. We are even grateful for
the many November holidays to celebrate with loads of gratitude, such as
World Kindness Day (November 13), World Peace Day (November 17), or
even Stay At Home Because You Are Well Day (November 30). Civically,
we show gratitude to men and women across our nation who answered the
clarion call to run for an elected office on the local, state, or national level.
Answering that call took perseverance, tenacity, courage, and lots of
integrity.

I am bursting with gratitude for the vibrant connections I have been
able to make with our community despite the COVID-19 pandemic,
including partnering with Chief Magistrate Judge Kristina Blum and
HomeFirst Gwinnett Director Matt Elder to create Project RESET,
which will help people avoid eviction; sharing simple ideas to prevent
the spread of COVID-19 during countless #ListentoGwinnettMoms
interviews; participating in discussions surrounding homelessness
prevention with other community leaders; attending a virtual Metro
ATL Redevelopment Summit, which helped to drive economic
development ideas that could be used to strengthen our local
economy; happily leading a drive-thru parade gathering of elated church members in their cars to honor
and celebrate their pastor’s 10th anniversary; and finally, speaking with Oglethorpe University students
about the importance of voting.
As we strive to stay safe and healthy, many of us will share our gratitude with family members more
uniquely and creatively this year. Perhaps around a scheduled virtual dinner or limited in person social
gathering, eating holiday dinners outside, wearing masks or facial coverings, social distancing, and using
individually wrapped cutlery, paper plates, and napkins instead of the usual favorite porcelain or china
dinnerware.
However, I am most appreciative and filled with immense gratitude that I get to serve the kind, fantastic,
high-spirited, robust, strong, vigorous, diverse residents of Gwinnett County. We can get through these
challenges together!
Meanwhile, our Board of Commissioners as a whole recently took action on many important initiatives:
Authorized a Management Agreement with Georgia Gwinnett College for operation and staffing of
the Gwinnett Entrepreneur Center, located at 405 North Perry Street in Lawrenceville
Awarded a contract for the purchase and installation of furniture for the Gwinnett Justice and
Administration Center courthouse expansion project, funded by the 2009 SPLOST program
Approved the incorporation of Ivy Mill Drive in Buford into the Gwinnett Speed Hump program,
funded by the 2014 SPLOST program
Approved a water and sewer rate resolution that sets rates for the next decade with planned
gradual increases
Always remember, We Are Much Better…. Working Together

Commissioner Marlene Fosque
District 4, covering Lawrenceville, Buford, Rest Haven, and parts of Sugar Hill and Braselton

Happening Around Gwinnett
General and Special Election results certified; prepare
for the January runoff
The Gwinnett County Board of Voter Registrations and Elections
certified the election during its November 9 meeting. The official and
complete Election Summary Report can be found here.
Prepare for the January 5, 2021, runoff election by checking your
voter registration, especially if you moved recently. If you plan to
vote absentee, you can request an absentee ballot now at
BallotRequest.SOS.GA.gov.

Resultados certificados de las Elecciones Generales y Especiales; prepárate para la
segunda vuelta de Enero
La Junta de Inscripción de Votantes y Elecciones del Condado de Gwinnett certificó la elección durante
su reunión del 9 de Noviembre. El Resumen del Reporte oficial y completo de las elecciones se puede
encontrar aquí.
Prepárese para la segunda vuelta de las elecciones del 5 de Enero del 2021 verificando su inscripción de
votante, especialmente si se mudó recientemente. Si planea votar por voto ausente, puede solicitar una
boleta de voto ausente ahora en BallotRequest.SOS.GA.gov.

#ListenToGwinnettMoms this holiday season
Looking for the best way to show your family you’re thankful this holiday
season? It’s easy. Listen to mom. In fact, showing you care is simpler
than ever with #ListenToGwinnettMoms. No matter how you and your
family celebrate Thanksgiving or other fall and winter holidays this year,
remember to follow these simple mom-approved COVID-19 safety tips
when sharing time with others:
1. Join the clean plate and hands club. Wash up before you head to
the table, when you leave the table, and really whenever you can.
2. Thanksgiving table etiquette now means napkins in laps, elbows off the table, and masks on as
much as possible.
3. Don’t forget to keep your distance! Staying six feet (or approximately 2 turkeys) apart is
recommended, so trade in the handshakes and cheek pinches for air hugs.
4. When in doubt, consider taking pre-visit rapid tests to ensure you and your family ace the holiday.
Want more Thanksgiving and holiday safety tips? Check out theseCDC guidelines, and stay up-to-date
with the campaign by following along on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, or LinkedIn with the hashtag
#ListenToGwinnettMoms. You can also visit ListenToGwinnettMoms.com, Gwinnett County’s official
campaign webpage, for a round-up of COVID-19 information and resources.

Gwinnett offers help to prevent evictions
Gwinnett County will use funds from the CARES Act to make past
due rent payments directly to landlords in order prevent many
imminent evictions and keep tenants stably housed. The program,
called Project RESET, is a partnership between HomeFirst
Gwinnett, Gwinnett County Government, and the Magistrate Court.
The first phase of the new Project RESET program will target 400
active dispossessory filings currently in Gwinnett Magistrate Court
where eviction is imminent. Project RESET will also work with tenants and landlords who do not have an
eviction filing but are in a pre-eviction stage, have filed a CDC Eviction Moratorium, or are working
through a payment plan. This flexibility allows the project to respond to homelessness proactively by
preventing future eviction filings caused by the financial impact of COVID-19.
This is another amazing example of how Gwinnettians partner together to address problems like
homelessness and the pandemic. Thanks to U.S. Treasury funds, we are able to reduce the inevitable
homelessness problem that would otherwise have a huge negative impact on our community.
Project RESET officially launched on November 2 and will run through the end of 2020. Interested parties
can get more information by calling 770.847.6765 or emailing
MagistrateCourtProjectRESET@gwinnettcounty.com. Read more about the program here.

Are you recycling right?
You’ve made the environmentally conscious decision to recycle.
Collection day is here, and your recycle container is ready for pickup.
Before you leave your recycling container on the curb, remember these
three simple tips:
Recycle clean plastic bottles (#1 and #2 only), cans, paper, and
cardboard;
Keep food and liquid out of your recycling; and
Place your recyclables directly in the container — do not bag
recyclables.
Visit SustainableGwinnett.com to learn what is recyclable. We can each do our part to
#RecycleRightGwinnett!

What's New in District 4
Lighting of the Tree goes virtual
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the annual Lighting of the
Tree at the Gwinnett Historic Courthouse will be virtual this year. An
actual 35-foot spruce tree has arrived and will be decorated in time for
the traditional Thanksgiving evening lighting ceremony, but this year
we’re asking guests to stay home and watch it with family and friends
on TV Gwinnett, social media, or TVGwinnettLive.com. Enjoy this
special holiday tradition Thursday, November 26 at 8:00pm.

Catch up on Better Together with Commissioner Fosque
Have you listened to my new podcast? You can catch up on thefirst two
episodes now.
Tune in every two weeks as I sit down with an array of special guests from
around Gwinnett to share ideas and discuss issues impacting Gwinnett
County. Whether you are commuting to the office or taking a walk around the
block before logging in at home, tune in to the latest episode, premiering biweekly on your favorite podcast app.

Get locally grown produce from Georgia Grown to Go
Gwinnett is partnering again with Georgia Grown to conduct a
Georgia Grown to Go Drive-Thru Farmer’s Market on Saturday,
November 21 from 10:00am to 2:00pm. The event will take place at
Coolray Field, located at 2500 Buford Drive in Lawrenceville.
Pick up a box of fresh produce, ground beef, hens, or even a fallthemed gift box. Pre-orders are now live here.

Volunteer this holiday season
With the holidays approaching, please consider giving your time, energy,
and experience to help others in need. Volunteer Gwinnett is a
countywide program designed to get residents involved in volunteer
activities across our community. Check VolunteerGwinnett.net to find
your next volunteer opportunity.

Special Events and Happenings
Events and activities are suspended due to the County’s COVID-19 response.
Visit GwinnettCounty.com or follow the County’s social media channels to learn about future events.

Did You Know?
There are only three trash and recycling collection holidays each
year in unincorporated Gwinnett, but we are approaching all three!
Those days are Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and New Year's
Day.

For the Thanksgiving Day holiday on November 26, Thursday
collections will be rescheduled to Friday, November 27, and Friday’s
collection will be rescheduled to Saturday, November 28. Only
Thursday and Friday collections will be affected.

