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Reuse water is a safe and 

effective resource of non-

potable use.  Properly 

managed recycled water 

has limited health risk. To 

aid in the proper manage-

ment of reuse water, the 

state of Georgia Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Environmental Protection 

Division has developed 

guidelines for the safe use 

of reclaimed water.  These 

regulatory guidelines are 

in place to ensure that the 

public is protected from 

any health risk that might 

be associated with the use 

of recycled water. 

 

To learn more about Georgia 

reuse water regulations visit: 

www.gadnr.org  
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RECLAIMED 
WATER 

684 Winder Highway 
Lawrenceville, Georgia 30045 



W h at  i s  R e c l a i m e d  W at e r?  
Reclaimed water 
refers to the use of 
reuse water as a sub-
stitute for other wa-
ter sources for the 
beneficial irrigation 
of areas that may be 
accessible to the pub-
lic.  This includes 

areas such as golf courses, residential 
and commercial landscaping, parks, ath-
letic fields, roadway medians, and land-
scape impoundments.  Reclaimed water 
is domestic wastewater or a combination 
of domestic and industrial wastewater or 
a combination of domestic and industrial 
wastewater that has been treated to 
stringent effluent limitations such that 
the reclaimed water is suitable for use in 
areas of unrestricted public access.   

Reclaimed water is virtually colorless 
and odorless, and is allowable for full-
body human contact but not for direct 
human consumption.  Highly treated 
reclaimed water that meets the require-
ments of federal, state and local guide-
lines is a valuable water resource.  
Gwinnett County encourages the use of 
reuse water for purposes compliant with 
regulatory requirements. 

W h a t  A r e  t h e  B e n e f i t s  o f           
R e c la i m ed  W at e r?  
As population growth increases the demand for 
potable water and the reliability of imported water 
supply decreases, the future availability of potable 
water for irrigation is questionable.  Also, the costs 
of potable water supplies continue to climb making 
reuse water more attractive as an alternative wa-
ter supply. 

The amount of reclaimed water available is gener-
ally not affected by drought, meaning customers 
don’t risk losing expensive landscaping due to wa-
ter shortages and potential mandatory rationing. 

Reuse water may also contain an appreciable nu-
trient content, which may provide some level of 
fertilization during the irrigation process. 

Irrigating with recycled water is making use of a 
valuable resources that would otherwise be dis-
posed. 

 

A r e  Th e re  D i s a d va n t a ge s  t o       
R e c la i m ed   W at e r ?  
Recycled water must be used responsibly within 
established guidelines, regulations and permit 
requirements.  Because of its origins and the levels 
of treatment provided, recycled water is not suit-
able for direct human consumption.  Unlike pota-
ble water, recycled water can only be used for ap-
proved uses, at approved locations, under provi-
sions of regulations, agreements or permits. 

H ow  C a n  I  O b t a i n          
R e c la i m ed  W at e r  Se r v i c e  
i n  Gw in n e t t  C o u nt y?  
Gwinnett county has established pro-
cedures for obtaining reuse water ser-
vice.  There are three basic steps to 
initiate the process… 

Step 1 Contact Gwinnett County 
 Department of Water    
 Resources 

Step 2 Complete Reclaimed       
 Water   Application 

Step 3 Sign  and Return  
 Application/Agreement 
 

H ow  C an  I  L e a r n  Mor e  
A b ou t  R eu s e  W at e r?  
At Gwinnett County our mission is to 
enhance quality of life by providing 
excellent water, waste water and 
stormwater services at the best possi-
ble value to our customers while pre-
serving natural water resources. 

To learn more about Gwinnett County 
Reuse Water please contact us or visit 
our website. 

Phone: 678-376-6737 
Fax: 678-376-6717 
Website: www.gwinnettcounty.com 

Irish Horsey, Reclaimed Water Manager 
684 Winder Highway 
Lawrenceville, GA 30045 

Gw i n n e t t  C o un t y  
D e p ar tm e n t  o f  W at e r  R es o u r c e s  

Gwinnett County 
Reclaimed Water  

Do Not Drink 


