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Sanitary Sewer Petition Policy

The Gwinnett County Sewer Petition Policy was designed to improve public health
and water quality by facilitating the connection of existing homes and businesses on
individual disposal systems to public sanitary sewer.

The Policy provides the necessary information for an individual or representative of a
homeowner group to work with the assigned Department of Water Resources Program
Manager to initiate the adoption of a petition, which will allow the construction of a public
sanitary sewer system to serve a specific property, or group of properties within a sewer
petition area, Specifically, the Policy identifies the sequence of procedures and the number or
percentage of signatures needed in a petition; what constitutes the petition area; the property
owners’ share of the cost of a sewer participation project, and other related information.

The individual or representative initiates the sewer petition process, which will
trigger the Program Manager to conduct a feasibility analysis on extending sanitary sewers;
develop preliminary design and construction cost estimates; meet with the affected
community to explain the impact of the project; hire consultants to coordinate completion of
the design; and preparation of a construction bid package. The final steps include developing
presentation and agenda item materials for the Water and Sewerage Authority and the Board
of Commissioners to authorize the project, and upon receipt of the construction bids, prepare
the necessary documents for bid award.

The entire process is lengthy, sometimes taking as much as a year to complete, and
should not be viewed as an immediate solution for a failing on-site system.

Attachment:

I - Request for Sanitary Sewer Service
II - 2009 Sewer Petition Policy
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Attachment - I

: -REQUEST FOR SANITARY SEWER SERVICE
GEORGIA, GWINNETT COUNTY
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
TI_IB. und_ersigried p_fop_eiiy OWners request that the Department of Water Resources perform a
preliminary survey to determine if sewer can be provided to the area. Provided an area can be
served, the area will be defined.
The request must be made by five (5) or more homeowners within the same drainage basin and

within a quarter-mile diameter area.

-NAME NUMBER AND STREET PHONE NUMBER

DATE SUBMITTED

7T 684 WINDER HIGHWAY - LAWRENCEVILLE, GEORGIA 30045-5012
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S GWINNETT coumv A
& 2009 SEWER PETiTlON POL!CY nnsowno:«s

with the grant of Home Rula to Gwinnett 00unty, pursuant {o GA Const, Art,
ith Art, |, 88o: 11, Gwinnett Couinty Code of Ordinances, and with Art, Il
: d 23, Gwlnnett County Code of Ordinancas, the Gwinnett County Water
9 uthority and the Gw!nnett Ooumy Board of Gommlsslonars hereby Jointly

- WHEI w_ater quamy of Gwinnett County‘s streams and lakes can be improved by
..:connectlng existing homes and businesses on Indiv!dual sewage dfsposal gystems to
B __-'publlc sewer and _ R _

: _WHEREAS the Iong term waifare of the residents of Gwlnnett County is sewed by greater
o _aocessfbimy to pubtfc sewer and : |

- WHEREAS the extension of publto sewer Into areas aefvad by lndlvidual d}sposa! systems
- can be prohlblllveiy expensive to. lndlv]dual property owners; and :

e WHEREAS. the Water and Sewmage Authorily and the Board of Commissioners want to
- Irnprove water quality and community welfare by faclﬂtallng the conVerslon of areas to
o publlc sewer _ :

NOW THEREFORE BE lT JOINTLY RESOLVED by the Gw!nnett County Water and
- Sewerage Authority and the Board of Commissioners that the atfached 2008 Sewer
-"-_.Petmon Po!lcy shali be adopted and implemented as sooh ag praciicable

';'Passed and adapted by the Waier and Sewerage Aulhority on November 18, 2009 and by
the Board of Commissioners on November 17 2009

Attachment: 2009 Sewer Petition Polley

WWM@gna_mmﬁﬁWgei



' GWINNETT COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMI#SIONERS

_1 A!m.,

GWINNETT COUNTY,

B AUTHORITY

Michael Sullivan, Chairman

{SEAL)

: Wity A
Atiornely for Gwinnett Cotinty

Waler and Sewerage Authority




iHge 1 of. &)

2000 SEWER PETITION POLICY

5 The purpose of tha sawer pelition polloy | Isto improve pubiic health and water quality by
“faciitating the converslon of existing homes and businesses on individual dlsposal
systems to publio sewer. This purpose Is accomplished by the cost-sharing formuta
deaoribsd harein _

disposal ayatems 4t 18 not the Intent of this pollcy 10 make publio funds avallable to
extend: public sewer to undevslopad land.

The sawér petition policy ouflined below Is only avallable to Gwinnett County retall water
customers.

Sewer | til Se 1uence

1 Request to Department of Water Resources by five or more property owners
within the same drainage area and within a quarter-mile dlameter area.

2, Department of Water Resources defines pefition area by topography and
-estirnates the cost per lot,

3. Petiﬂons circu!ate during 180-day period,

4, Successful petitions presented to the Water and Sewerage Authority by the
Depariment of Waler Resources, Water and Sewerage Authority directs the
Depariment of Watar Resources to prepare detailed plans and specs.

5. Detatted plans prepared by the Department of Water Resources orby a
consulting engineer engagsd by the Department.

6. Water and Sewerage Authority public hearing on the improvement distriot, with
not-to-excesd assessment figures published as part of the hearing notice.

7. Construction.

8.  Water and Sewerage Authority reviews and approves ordinance establishing final
assessment amounts at or below the not-to-exceed figures previously advertised,

9.  Board of Commissioners adopls ordinance esiablishing assessment.
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Property ownars ln sepﬂc tank nefghborhcods may request sanitary sewer service for
thelr nelghborhoods. ‘Requests for a sanitary sewer extension must have & minimum of
70% of tha owners of the properiles within the area 1o be served agres In writing with

__the requast that. sewer. servlca be provided,

The requast ahall be by 1 wﬂﬁen petmon. All iegal titla-holders for the property must sign

~'the petition; Signatarés must be obtalned within a singla 180-day time perlod. A new
petition may be Initiated at any time. If property ownership changes before the petition
is submittad the slgnature of the previous owner will hot be counted.

Gwinnett Department of Water Resources ‘must be notifled In wrlling any time a pefition
drive is Inlilated. : A Slandard Petliion Form, which clearly discloses the possible costa to
the. property owners, must be used.

If the estimated cost increases after step 4, the Depastment of Water Resources wil
nonetheless proceed through the sequence of steps based on the percentage of
signatures heeded at step 4.

titlon Areas

Peﬂtlon areas will-be defined by the Depariment of Water Resources according to &
preliminary sewer plan, - Petition areas need not colncide with subdivision boundaries
or other ownership fealures. However, no more than 10% of the length of the new
sewer should front undeveloped land.

if more. than 10% of the length of the sewer fronts or is adjacent to land that has not
been developed, meaning property on which structures have nhot been bullt, then all of
the cost of the sewer extenslon which Is adjacant to that undeveloped land shall be
assessed toall of the proparly owners with no cost sharing by the county. This
exclusion is consistent with the intent of the sewer psfition pollcy.

Cost tle a on

The cost of exiending public sewer shall include all costs of easement acqulshion,
desigh, permitting by agencles other than Gwinnett County, construction, and related
activitles. The time spent by the Department of Water Resources staff shall not be
included. ‘Any or ail of the work may be outsourced at the Depariment of Water
Resources' discretion.

One-third of the cost shall be borme by the property owners, with the following
exception:
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There shall be no patticipation by the County in the paymant of sewer system
deve}opme nt charges.

B."._._. etand _".__" :

An annual budget shall ba established for the expenditures related to petition sewers, If
the budget becomes exhausted before the end of the fiscal year, then no further
patltions wii ba presented untlt the following year.

In !he event that petitlona are.presented which compste for the avallable remaining

budget, the Depariment of Water.Resources will make recommendations based upon

criteria Including, but not limited to, the following: cost effectiveness ($/iot), publio

health and water quality problems, and feasibliity of onslte repeir and rehabilitation, In

the event that budget becomes limliting for competing petitions, the Department of Water

Resources will solicit the Georgla Dapartment of Human Resources Environmental

Health Division’s written oplnion on the funotiohal status of Individual disposal systems
in the petition area, Included in the solicitation will be factors such as percentage of |
individual systems In failure mode, public health and nulsance conditions, and options
for repair and rehabliitation of existing systems.

Desig Gi rl

All petition: sewers wH! conform to.the Depariment of Water Resources standards for
sanitary sewers and sewage pumplng stations, as well as applicable county, state, and
fedoral regu!aﬂons for stream buffers, eroslon and sediment control, wellands, eto.

All sewer main extsnsions mugt be construcied to the upgradient property lines ata
depth sufficlent for further extension at a later tims, if such future extenslon is
topographilcaliy feasible.

The Deparimant of Water Resources reserves the right to explore innovative
technologiés to sewer particularly challenging areas.

Assessments

The portion of the total cost to be collectively assessed to the propsrly owners subject
to assessment will be divided equally among the parcel owners. The sewer petition
assessmenis will thus be independent of lot size or length of sewer frontage.

Assessments will be applied to all unsewered parcals with frontage on or access to
gravity sewer.main, whether said access is by graviy or by privately owned and
maintained pumps.
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Tfa.'c'ts of and wmt_:_h may be excluded from assessments Include parcels which are

‘undevelopable, recreation set asides, land under perpetual conservation easements, o

homaowner association common areas which could not utillze a sewer tap.

AsSé#srﬁth'sj.WI!_{jbfé bayable on a monthly basls on a fen year amoriization schedule at
5%-Ir_\'_tare's_t, "Alt assessments due shall be recordad as a llsn on the property.

Proparty lens a'r'é_ non-transfetrable and must be pald in full If & property owner selis the

property.

Unpald principle may be pald in a lump sum at any time with no interest due on the
remainder owed,

Connection

The property owner is encouraged fo connect fo the publio sewer once it becomes
available; however, immediate connecilon Is not mandated unless public heallh, water
quality, or nulsance conditions as determined elther by Gwinnett County or the
Environmental Health Division warrant immediate connectlon.

No part of the septic tank or leach fleld shall be Incorporated into the public sewer
connaclion.

Sewer System Development Charge

A sewer system development charge which is current as of step 8 of the sequence may
be included with the assessments upon prior receipt of a letter requesting such inclusion
from the property owner; however, 100% of the cost of the sewer system development
charge shall be borne by the property owner, and shall incur interest charges at the
same rate as the assessment,




