
 

Official 

MEETING MINUTES 

  Gwinnett Historical Restoration & Preservation Board 

Monday, December 18, 2023 - 10:00 AM 
Lawrenceville Female Seminary, 455 South Perry Street, Lawrenceville, GA 30046 

Present: Demetrios Lambros, Sara Howe-Silvers, Ann Bender, Amelia Lewis 

Absent: Justin Walsh, Matt Butti 

 

 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Welcome/Opening Remarks 
a. Chair Lambros acknowledged 50th anniversary of HRPB and thanked staff and board 

members for their contributions this year. 
 

3. Approval of Agenda: 
{Action: Approved; Motion: Howe-Silvers; Second: Bender; Vote: (3-0) Lambros-Yes; Howe-Silvers-
Yes; Bender-Yes} 

 
4. Approval of Minutes: October 16, 2023, Regular Meeting 

{Action: Approved; Motion: Bender; Second: Howe-Silvers; Vote: (3-0) Lambros-Yes; Howe-Silvers-
Yes; Bender-Yes} 
 

5. Announcements (Board Members) 

a. Board member Bender read a statement, requesting the board make a motion for the 

statement to be entered into the official minutes. 

i. The Board made a motion that Board Member Bender’s statement be entered 

into the official minutes. 

{Action: Approved; Motion: Howe-Silvers; Second: Lambros; Vote: (3-0) Lambros-Yes; 

Howe-Silvers-Yes; Bender-Yes} 

1. Statement and referenced letters (documents attached) 

b. County Historian Lewis stated the United Ebony Society’s annual MLK Day Parade 

will take place on January 15, 2024 beginning at 11am at the Gwinnett Justice and 

Administrative Center. 

 

6. Old Business 
a. Board Member Bender presented updates on the Quilt Unveiling 

 
7. New Business 
 
 
 
 
 



8. Project Updates  
a. Staff member Cammie Mansfield presented on the following: 

i. Livsey Family Big House Restoration Project  

ii. Preservation Hall of Fame  

iii. Hooper-Renwick Preservation Project 

 

9. Program Updates 
a. Staff member Jason West presented on the following: 

i. Recent and upcoming historical and cultural programming  
 

10. Exhibit/Artifact Updates  
a. Staff member Cammie Mansfield presented on the following:  

i. Year to date report 

 
11. Comments from Audience 

  
12. Adjournment at 10:49am 

{Action: Approved; Motion: Lambros; Second: Howe-Silvers; Vote: (3-0) Lambros-Yes; Howe-Silvers-
Yes; Bender-Yes} 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dec 18th  

First, I make a motion that my statement be entered into our official minutes. I will provide a 

PDF 

Today’s meeting will be my last as the representative for Commissioner Carden on the 

Historical, Restoration and Preservation Board. Over the last four years I have had the most 

rewarding, and the most frustrating experiences. I have enjoyed learning how local government 

works and I’ve met some truly amazing people.  

Sadly, I am leaving the board with so much unfinished business.  

I am talking about The Promised Land or Big House project.  

If you haven’t heard Thomas Lisvey passed away on Dec 5th. His hope was to see the Big 

House turned into a museum honoring his family, as well as the Maguires, who were the 

original owners.  

For the last 3 years the HRPB has been asking questions of county staff. What we’ve received 

in response can only be described as misleading and incomplete reports. I will give you three 

examples  

First – The HRPB has asked countless times about how the community stakeholders can be 

involved – Dr. Mark Patterson, from July 2022, “once we have a Request for Proposal (RFP)” 

Glenn Boreman June 2023 says “The timeline for the restoration process includes current 

meetings held with Lord Aeck Sargent (LAS) to plan and coordinate the community outreach 

and engagement phase which is planned to take place this Fall. This will include at least two 

events which will be planned at different times of the day/week to allow for greater 

participation. Additionally, we’ve discussed having an online survey be available for input and 

feedback.” Lord Aeck Sargent has brought in a consulting company to engage with the 

community. But ---- still no meetings have been scheduled. Nor do we know who the consultant 

is. 

Second - In 2019 a report was made by Lose Design with input from Lork Aeck Sargent. This 

60 plus page document was never shared with us.  

Lastly, in late 2018 historian and Maguire descendant Ruth Abrams began working with The 

Dept. of Community Services. Dr Patterson stated in Nov. 2020 that “Ruth Abrams continues 

significant progress on research and interpretation” Why will none of her work be considered? 

We have heard from multiple members of the Livsey family about the history and cultural 

importance of the Promised Land. There are descendants of the Maguires still living in the 

region. – I hope we will hear their stories too. 

The Big House has a unique story to tell – not just for Georgia. 

In conclusion I have four letters of support that I will share with you: Tom Houck of Civils 

Rights Tours of Atlanta, Ben Sutton, Director of Preservation with The Georgia Trust, Lonnie 

Bunch, Smithsonian Secretary and founder of the National Museum of African American 

History, and Elizabeth Sikes of The International Coalition of Sites of Conscience. 

Thank you  



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 


