
 

Unofficial 

MEETING MINUTES 

  Gwinnett Historical Restoration & Preservation Board 

Monday, April 15, 2024 – 10:00 AM 
One Justice Square, 446 West Crogan Street, Lawrenceville, Georgia  

Present: Ann Bender, Justin Walsh, Sara Howe-Silvers, Amelia Lewis 

Absent: Demetrios Lambros, Matt Butti 

 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Welcome/Opening Remarks 
 

3. Approval of Agenda: 
a. The Board made a motion to add the Reintroduction of Virtual Comments from 

Audience to Old Business 
{Action: Approved; Motion: Walsh; Second: Howe-Silvers; Vote: (3-0) Howe-Silvers-Yes; 
Bender-Yes, Walsh-Yes} 

b. The Board made a motion to approve the amended agenda 
{Action: Approved; Motion: Howe-Silvers; Second: Walsh; Vote: (3-0) Howe-Silvers-Yes; 
Bender-Yes, Walsh-Yes} 

 
4. Approval of Minutes: February 12, 2024 

{Action: Approved; Motion: Howe-Silvers; Second: Walsh; Vote: (3-0) Howe-Silvers-Yes; Bender-Yes, 
Walsh-Yes} 

 
5. Announcements (Board Members) 

 

6. Old Business 
a. Reintroduction of Virtual Comments from Audience  

i. Staff provided guidance regarding Comments from Audience section of 
agenda 

ii. Moving forward, Comments from Audience will include an option for virtual 
participants 

b. 2024 Preservation Awards 
i. The Board made a motion to adopt the Preservation Award Nomination Form 

(document attached), including the nomination deadline date of August 15, 
2024 
{Action: Approved; Motion: Bender; Second: Howe-Silvers; Vote: (3-0) Howe-Silvers-
Yes; Bender-Yes, Walsh-Yes} 

ii. Board Member Butti and County Historian Lewis will bring suggested 
guidelines for the review group and selection process for discussion at the 
next meeting 

 

 

 



7. New Business 
a. Linda Duckett, Guest Speaker (document attached) 

i. The Board made a motion to add Linda Duckett’s written statement and 
photographs into the Minutes 
{Action: Approved; Motion: Walsh; Second: Howe-Silvers; Vote: (3-0) Howe-Silvers-
Yes; Bender-Yes, Walsh-Yes} 

 

8. Exhibit/Artifact Updates  
a. Staff member Cammie Mansfield presented on the following 

i. Oral Histories 
ii. Historic Site Tours changing to summer hours 
iii. Hooper-Renwick traveling exhibit “Church and Community” 
iv. Park and Recreation Month exhibit in development 
v. “A Window into Our Past” – on display at Bogan Park Community Recreation 

Center January 1 – May 31, 2024 
vi. “DACULA: What’s in a Name?” – on display at Dacula Activity Building January 

1 – May 31, 2024 
vii. Hooper-Renwick Library – building restoration and exhibit fabrication 

viii. Preservation Party – Saturday, May 4, 2024, 10am-2pm at the Lawrenceville 
Female Seminary 
 

9. Project Updates  
a. Staff member Glenn Boorman presented on the following 

i. Gwinnett Historic Courthouse fence 
ii. Promised Land House restoration project 

 
10. Program Updates 

a. Staff members Jason West presented on the following 
i. Gwinnett Historical Society May 20, 2024 meeting at Yellow River Post Office, 

including Department of Community Services guest presentation on a field 
trip experience  

ii. K-12 fieldtrips at historic sites managed by Gwinnett County Department of 
Community Services 

iii. Summer camps with history themes 
 

11. Comments from Audience 
  

12. Adjournment at 11:31am 
{Action: Approved; Motion: Walsh; Second: Howe-Silvers; Vote: (3-0) Howe-Silvers-Yes; Bender-Yes, 
Walsh-Yes} 
 

 

 

 



 



 
 

 

 

 



Monday, April 15, 2024 - 10:00 AM 

Gwinnett Historical Restoration and Preservation Board Meeting 

 

 Subject: The Promised Land – Maguire/Livsey Home Restoration Project  

 

Notes on Presentation by: 

Marilyn Mauldin Lee  – GGG Granddaughter of Thomas and Jane Maguire 

Charles Milton Lee  – GGGG Grandson of Thomas and Jane Maguire 

Linda Lee Duckett  – GGGG Granddaughter of Thomas and Jane Maguire 

 

Thank you for allowing us to speak about a historical piece of land in Gwinnett County 

that holds a special place in our hearts for many reasons. The Promised Land – 

Maguire/Livsey Home has a unique history like no other.  It is a treasure that Gwinnett 

County has this land. It tells the story of Gwinnett County and of two families that loved 

their home and land, raised their families, and devoted themselves to growing and 

bettering their community.   

 

In 1993, we discovered the story of the Maguires while doing family research. We 

documented our findings into a family history book that we donated to the Gwinnett 

Historical Society in 2016. It was amazing when we discovered that the home built by 

our GGG Grandfather Thomas Maguire was still standing and that the cemetery where 

the family is buried was still visible. We also discovered the reason why the home still 

existed and why the name of the Promised Land was still being used for the community – 

Thomas Livsey and his family.  

 

We met and talked with Mr. Livsey many times over the years, and he expressed to us 

that he wanted to preserve his own family history and the history of Thomas Maguire. It 

was a privilege to meet Mr. Livsey and learn of his dedication to this project. He also 

contacted us to express his disappointment that the project of preserving the home had 

not been started. 

 

What makes The Promised Land – Maguire/Livsey House so special and unique is its 

history. It was one of the oldest homes in Gwinnett. Thomas Maguire acquired the land in 

around 1820 and kept detailed journals of life on the land and those that lived there. One 

of the journals used in our research is located at the Atlanta History Center. Maguire 

wrote about the community and the people in the community. His journals described The 

Civil War, the troops on his land, the destruction around him, and his world after the war. 

Through preserving the stories of The Promised Land and the families that lived there, 

we can glimpse at the realities of life during that time.  

 



The story of the home did not end there…  The Promised Land’s history continued when 

the Livsey family purchased the home. 

 

We are often asked how we would like to see the home presented. It’s hard to find words 

to express our feelings about this because of the sensitive and complex history. 

 

The whole history of the home should be told and presented. The good and bad. All of it 

is a part of historical record and should not be erased or forgotten. It is Gwinnett’s history 

that students in the future should learn about. Every person that lived on the land is an 

important part of the settlement and building of Gwinnett County. This includes the men, 

woman, and children of the Maguire family AND the slave’s families that lived on the 

land.   

 

The complete story should be told and presented. There would be no story if the Thomas 

Maguire story was eliminated. The house and the Maguires’ story provide the 

cornerstone of the Livsey story. Without the Maguire story, the Livsey story  would not 

have the significance that it has. What makes the whole history of the home complete is 

the Livsey family story.   

 

The first proposal we were approached with was to have reproductions made of the 

furniture that are still in the family when Thomas Maguire lived there. We provided 

pictures of original Maguire furniture pieces that are currently owned by family 

members. We never heard updates on that project.  

 

Ruth Abram told us she would like to project pictures on the walls of the home 

showcasing what the home was like during the time of the Maguires and the Livseys. We 

thought that would be a wonderful way to present both families and two totally different 

times in history. 

 

The Maguire story has been documented in at least 6 or 7 books that we know of 

including the Historical Fiction Book Mary Amazon written by Janine Crist.  Janine is a 

descendant of the Maguires and researched using Thomas Maguire’s Journal. Janine 

wished she could be here today, but she is with her daughter who is recovering from 

cancer in Athens, Georgia. The book documents how the Promised Land and Thomas 

Maguire were part of Gwinnett and Atlanta History. 

 

I can’t think of a better way to present the Promised Land Maguire/Livsey home 

restoration project than embracing the words of Dr. Martin Luther King in his I Have a 

Dream speech.  Standing in the shadows of Stone Mountain. There is a Promised Land 

for two families. The families of former slave owners and the families of former slaves 

join together to tell the history of a family coming to this piece of land in Gwinnett 



County, building it into a community where people live in thrive to this very day. And it 

can be a project of education, preservation, and bringing unification.   

 

Thank you. 
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