
Official 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
 

Recreation Authority Board 
Thursday, December 14, 2023 – 2:00pm 

Gwinnett Justice and Administration Center – Conference Room B 
75 Langley Drive, Lawrenceville, Georgia 30046 

Present: Bruce Johnson, Rashida Wilson, Norman Carter, Sarah Overs, and Samia Abdulle  
Not present: Eric Thigpen, Brad Alexander, Kyle VanNus, and Pam Cox  

 

 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Temporary Meeting Chairperson 

Secretary Lindsey Jorstad called the meeting to order. Due to the absence of a Chair and Vice 
Chairperson, the Recreation Authority named Norman Carter to preside over the December 14 
meeting. 
{Action: Approved; Motion: Johnson; Second: Abdulle; {Vote: (5-0) Carter-Yes; Wilson-Yes; 
Johnson-Yes; Overs-Yes; Abdulle-Yes} 

 
3. Welcome/Announcements 

 
4. Approval of Agenda 

{Action: Approved; Motion: Johnson; Second: Overs; {Vote: (5-0) Carter-Yes; Wilson-Yes; 
Johnson-Yes; Overs-Yes; Abdulle-Yes} 

 
5. Approval of Minutes: October 26, 2023 

{Action: Approved; Motion: Johnson; Second: Abdulle; {Vote: (5-0) Carter-Yes; Wilson-Yes; 
Johnson-Yes; Overs-Yes; Abdulle-Yes} 
 

6. Project Administration Updates 
Division Director, Glenn Boorman, provided updates pertaining to Discovery Park, Singleton 
Park and Greenway, Ivy Creek Grenway from Goerge Pierce Park to Westbrook Road, 
Gwinnett Environmental and Heritage Center, Leanora Park, Eastern Regional Greenway 
Trail, Beaver Ruin Wetland Park, Piedmont Pathway Scoping Study, Bryson Park, Pathways 
through the Piedmont Exhibit, and other projects.  

 
7. Parks and Recreation Operations Updates 

Division Director, Chris Minor, provided updates pertaining to the recently held Pickleball 
Listening Session, past holiday events, spotlight on West Gwinnett Park Aquatic Center, the 
division’s Be All You Can Be award winner, Colleen Sloan, and upcoming 2024 initiatives.  
 

8. Comments from Audience 
 
9. Adjournment 

{Action: Approved; Motion: Johnson; Second: Wilson; {Vote: (5-0) Carter-Yes; Wilson-Yes; 
Johnson-Yes; Overs-Yes; Abdulle-Yes} 
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Discovery 
Area 
Community 
Park Site



• South of Old 
Norcross Road and 
west of 
Lawrenceville-
Suwanee Road

• 44.8 acres



Proximity to Discovery High School



Gap Analysis 

Football / Lacrosse  
Youth Athletic 
Complexes



Gap Analysis 

Outdoor Basketball 
Facilities



Gap Analysis

Playground Facilities



Gap Analysis

Dog Parks



Gap Analysis

Synthetic Turf 
Multipurpose Fields



General 

Recreation 



Recreation Preference Survey



Purchase of a 
Community Park 
site for this area 
was the number 
one park land 
purchase 
recommendation of 
the consultant and 
Recreation 
Authority
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Eastern Region 
Infrastructure

Project

Eastern Regional Greenway















Bryson Park
New Entrance Project with City of Lilburn





Other Project Updates
• Bay Creek Park: Multi-purpose field synthetic turf replacement

• Bogan Park Aquatic Center: Play structure replacement

• George Pierce Park: 

• Multi-purpose field synthetic turf replacement

• Playground replacement at baseball/softball

• Gwinnett Environmental and Heritage Center:

• Front entrance realignment re-bid

• Roof redesign

• Outdoor classroom and restroom

• Gwinnett Trails Master Plan Update

• Lenora Park: Maintenance building addition

• Promised Land: The Livsey Family Big House restoration planning

• Vines Park- phase two additions
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Pickleball 
Listening Session

• November 30

• Pickleball Ambassadors

• Varied representation



Events

• Lighting of the Tree

• Senior Holiday Luncheon

• Santa Events

• Holiday Markets



Spotlight: 
West Gwinnett Park 
Aquatic Center
• State Champion Water Polo 

Team

• Underwater Hockey

• South Korean Paralympians



Awards

• Be All You Can Be: Colleen Sloan

• Program Supervisor

• Aquatics background

• Adaptable



2024

• BOC Briefing in January

• Year End update in February

• National Recreation Park Association 
Conference

• Gold Medal

• Elections



See You in 2024!
GwinnettParks.com

@GwinnettParksandRec
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